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Foreword 


Thai names present many (JifFimiltics in spelling and pro¬ 
nunciation to an Occidental- In this book I have spelt the 
names of towns as they sounded to me in nearly all caseSj 
with the exception of one or two places which have a well- 
known European-stylc spelling, e.g. Ubol, pronounced 
Ubon. 

The names of people are as they have dientselves svriuen 
them for me or have them printed on their vldiing cards, 
Even tltcse are misteading. For example, Capt> liUd^ 
Chulasewok {in the European form) ii called “Pissadam’* in. 
Jiis own country, 

I have done my best but am quite prepartsd to be shot at 
by scholars. 

The total distance ofthc journey was about 4,000 miles and 
took place during January, February and March of 1935. 

There arc many people to whom I most graidiiUy offer my 
tl.unltii for help in connection witli the journey f indeed with¬ 
out their help it would not have bceti possible. First of these is 
H.R.H. Prince Chula Chakrabo^e of Thailand. He sug¬ 
gested tilt attempt and asked various Ministries in Thailand 
to help US. Befoie starting lie gave me much good advice and 
itifomiaiiou pud on our return kindly read the MSS. of this 
book to check any inaccuracies. His forthcoming book An 
Eatknt Priiif* Cam H'tst which he allowed nsc to read tn 
manuscript also gave me a good deal of infomaiion on the 
history, religion and customs of the country. To Capt- 
Bisdar Chulasewok, Prince Clmla’s Agent in Bangkok and 
hU charming wife Pimgpil I also mve a debt of gratitude fcr 
smoothing OUT path through govemmem and other c hannel* 

13 



FOREWORD 


and hctping us in so many ways id Thailand. Capt Bisdar 
Chuloscwok intcr^irctcd Ffiuce Cliula’s request^ that be 
ahoutd help us, most liberally and spared ncidicr time nor 
trouble on our behaUl His staff, in turn, were all moai help¬ 
ful. 

In England, Shura Rahm, Prince Chula's European 
Manager; Roniile Potts and Bicn ChuHndraaUlidpcd greatly 
in our preparations and. after our return. Shura Rabm's ad* 
vice on photography was parikularly valu^le. 

Among the public authorities of Thailand my thanks go to 
the Ministry of the Interior, the Ministry of Communications 
and Geoer^ Phao Sriyanond, the Cliicf of Police and the 
many Police OfEcers and men who were our almost constant 
companions. Some I have mendoned by name but all, with¬ 
out exception, were highly efitcient and kindly friends who 
helped us in so many wa>^, personally as well as officially. 
Tliey were a liappy and amusing lot, pleasant companlom 
and, I believe, as amused with us as we were with dicm. 

t must also thank (he GoveroDTS of Provinces and their 
stafb, who cutertmned us and looked after us so well whilst 
we were in territory under thdr jurisdiction. They certainly 
look the foreign visitors under thdr wings most cffidcntly 
and were kind and thoughtful h«ts. 

Lost but one 1 must ihaak our Standard Vanguard cor 
FDU 4 without wlioae perfect effidency and amazing retio- 
hitity we ocrtninly could not have mode the journey. 

And last of ail my thanks go to my wife who did her share 
of tlie work like a Trojan and kept cheerfully early and 
late. A better or more effident companion for a rough (or 
smooth!) journey never existed. 

St. Golumb, Cornwall W. T. Blake. 

May.isss 
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Introduction 

by PtUNCE Ghuia CiiAKSiiaoNGse ofTilulakd, 

G,C.V, 0 . 


Major Wti-FRn> Biare and I have adapted Cornwall aa dur 
home, 1 think we may both daie to say that we have also in 
some way been adopted b)’ Cornwall, Id my case probably 
because 1 served for two years as a Ptivaie in the Cormsli 
Home Guard of World War IL Anyhow^ if we have been so 
adopted we are very proud of the face In my case, of cotiiae^ 
I have my othjcr home ia my own country— Thai land —to 
which 1 return every year if posable. 

It is oTthis country dtat Major Blake has written this char^ 
nung and informadvc book in which he has recorded his 
Jivdy impressions of the motor-car joumeya which he has 
made in that country with the lady who U his wife, company 
ion aud staunch supporter in ail his enterprises. 

With charactciistie warmness of heart. Major Blake has 
made extremely kind references to the help which I was only 
too glad to give him, but which help would have been im- 
possihle without the natural friendliness of tny people to 
support it. I am happy to know that you will find references 
to this innate kindness and fnenditoess of the Thai people 
again and again throughout the book, A good book cannot 
just give praises all the way throu^ and Major Blake 
has also found things to criddxe. He thinks the majority of 
our roads are frightful but that is hardly surprising. Wlien my 
Grandfather, and later two unctes, were ruling lltailaiid as 
absolute monarchs, they tried to do to with the miniiniim of 
taxation. Thus material progress, although sure, had neces- 
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laiily to be alow. So their policy of transport was concea- 
tratrd in the comiructiciii qf rail\^ys. were only built 

to feed railheads. By the time theab^lute repme ended, some 
2,000 nulcs of railway ttad been constmeted. You will Itear 
but littSe of the railways in this book as Major BUke travelled 
by road. 1 may add that the railway-^ suffered very severely 
during World War II and have not yet recovered^ The toad- 
building sjchcme w'lis initiated by the tnodero regime only 
since 193;?—then iniemipted by the war ycais—so that they 
have had Jess than fificcn years for the work. When this book 
bccomos a classtc book about Thailand, winch I am sure it 
will in yean to comc^ Major and Mrs. Blake will go down in 
cut Idstofy as pioneer travellers over our as yci iHghtful 
roads, llic aim has been to cut roads everywhere flrsi and 
good surQice will come bier. 

Like most Englishmen, Major Blake has a sense ofhuniour 
and now and again we find him laughing at tis ax much as at 
himself. But it ianll laughter and fun from a real (fiend and I 
feel sure that our people will aba enjoy his jokes as heartily 
ai British and other readeis. 

I was very touched by his rTferenCi^s to the cffkiency and 
smardnss of'rhai troops on patadc. They arc not otdy parade 
ground soldiOT^ but also fighting soldiem as testified by the 
valour shown by them recently in the firont line in fvorea 
where they fou^t aide by side with troops of the United 
Nadoiits. 

t am sure everj'one in Th^and enjoyed meeting Major 
and Mrs. Blake and will gbdJy join with me in saying, ^^Comc 
back agnm soon even if the roads wUl not be ver>' much 
better.** 

CUUI^ CHAKRAfiOMDaS.^ 

Prince of Tliailand- 

Trcdethy, 

near Bodmin^ Camwall, England 



2. Ring MnngkiJi^s Palacir, PcrtchbiirL Kiri^ Mnngkiii rrfrm'tl in m 
Ihc lilm "Anna aitd iht^ KuiJi! fiinjji" 



3^ Tlie WsU Ariin at Tetnple of I he Dawn. Bun^kok 










ittid ttiituc In KiftE CliiilnlnntdtfaTi -it IWing-I'A-Itt 



3* rir«:u itri)rinc»m4 Antti, Utii^Mk 












Purely Introductory: On board S,S, Singapore 

Dunmo thc! Sutmnt:T Bali at Sl Eval RpA^F* station Hk 
Royal Higimru Prince Chula Cliakrabongsc of Thailand^ 
who had read my Soutli Amrncap book^ 71 # F^trtifxu and M/ 
AndiSf said to me; 

^'Why don"! you take yottr car to my coimtry and write a 
book about it? VU give you all die help I cm.** 

And came about the journey which my wife and I are 
about to commence- As 1 write we are on the S.S. Singap(tft 
bound for Penang^ where our journey will really begin. At 
this point it may be ofintcrest to set down what we buFC been 
told about the country and what we expect to see. I.ater it 
may be amiislrig when eoiiipared tvith what we do see! 

Of all the countries iu which we have proposed [o trai/el 
Tbailaud^ still better known to most people as Siatti, has 
been die most enigmatic^ Tbrre are comparatively few 
books about the country and people who have been Iberc 
seem, for the most pari* to have been content to sit in 
Bangkok and leave the rcit of the coutur)' to didr imagina-^ 
dons. Of cottrte there are many Britisli people who have 
travelled widely in Thailand and lived there for yean bui 
they appear to be inanicukte and, on their rcliim to 
England have fqjrgotten what they have tam or be posessed 
by some peculiar reticence which prevents them speaking 
about those things which they have secn» I wonder if the 
couniry will affect us like that* 1 hope not cor tins book mil 
never be written t 

Whfli do really expect lo sec? From the scanty^ infor¬ 
mation dragged from iinivilling oar-time residents we 4ire 
going to a country of Idndly people where the air tt fUied 
witli dense fwartns of hungry mosquitoes* longing for an 
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opportu nity to tas te fresh blootl Evecy* mouthful of food 
eat muse have the jimumcrable flie? brushed off with one 
hand as we mpidJy piiah it into our tnnuth^ whli the mhtrr. 
(This actually did happen in Mesopotamia during the first 
worJd war; to cai bread and jam was almofti impcedble.) In 
coRsequetice dliicascs of ah kinds are rile and^ accordmg to 
OUT kindly iiifbrinaiitSf we diidi be tudty to cutne home alive. 
FurtiicTi ihr temperature is almost invariably in the ndgh- 
bourliood of 1 oo" I\ and so moi^ is die air that one must 
endure a constant Turkish bath. Hqv%' fortuirate that we have 
tmvehed much in little-known hiiids and have long ago 
leamt not to believe ooe-quorter of the things we arc told; 
otherwise 1 am sure we should never have left England on 
this *‘expedition”- 

As regards ftiodp starvation obviously stares 14s in the lace. 
TTiailand is a Buddliist eoiintry and meat is not on ihe 
menu- Vegetables arc gTowi\ in siicfi tiamelas way^t iJmt it i$ 
highly dofigcroijs to eat thrm. The same appUi^ to fruit« 
Fbh from iht rivens arc muddy and inedible, nie staple 
dint is rice and iliia, of coutsd^ induces the homd disease of 
beriberi. One welJ-wUher sugge:stcd we slio^ (akt a food 
supply of tinned foods from England. Water must not| on 
any account, be dnmk or typhoid will at once *et in, AH 
drinks must be borttlcd and even then should not he con* 
sumed unless from a wcU-knawti fac:tory. lee of cotifse, 
suITct? from all the wcll-kno^vn defects of w-atcr.^ but itt a 
much higher degree. (One wdl*wishcr in Malayai later, told 
us we must live on bottled beer and eggst] 

When we have enquired about the sights to be seen most 
people have been completely blank. They may have mut¬ 
tered something about temples and one has even mentioned 
an emerald Buddha bui couldn^t recall where it was. There 
is, apparcnilyy notiucig to be seen in Thailaml 

Scctucry lias presented a gresit problem. I gather Lherc are 
some fomts here and there and une man spoke about leak 
but was curiously vague as m its wherrabouta. If there iue 
any beautiful parts of tlie country There Ls a eouspiracy to 
keep tltem well hidden from (he vUHor. 

iQ 


^Ultxxv tKTKODtJOTORY 


Aiiiiiinls! Snakes? Yes, ilitrc are Iota of snaki:!3> ail very 
potsenous and tnost of thtm attack an sigfii. You ahovild 
cerudnly carry' inak? serum. Of course each snake needs a 
diBcmit serum so you must identify ilic snake ttrsU thou find 
the right serum and a hypodermic syringt As yaw will 
probably die in a matter of minutes, long brJoro the pn>- 
gramme has been enmpletcdf why bother. HgcTi do not 
seem to !iave impressed ihemsdvcs on anyone^ nor, curioualy^ 
elephants. In my jgnotance I thought tJitrc were plenty oV 
tigers and lots of clq^hams in the country but^ apparent] y* I 
am wrongs Monkeys, too, are, seemingjy, non-ewstent. And 
flowers? Ohp yca^ lots of flowers but whether they arc plantt 
or shrubs, pink or red or bJue or yellow wc have not been 
tolcL 

Hotels or rest lioiucs conceivably exist in one or 

two of the larger iowtu but tliey will probably be run by 
Chinese and be cjuUe unusable. The charges £br accommo¬ 
dation are wrapped in mystery. If any of our informants 
have ETver stayed in one of thc^e hotels tlity must have leJl 
without paying the bllL In nat one single case have 1 been 
able to get any idea of co^- Lct^s hope our cadi tviil last for 
ilic period of our stay. I have not even bothered to ask wiiat 
private; houses arc Ukc and no one Kuj volunteered any in¬ 
formation. Arc they built of stone or wood? fl^mboo huts or 
mud bneb? Wc must wail atid See, 

Here, in ail fairness to Prince Qiula and hLt household, I 
must emphasise that all these ideas did not come from him 
or his staff Beyond saying that they arc sure wc shall tike 
the country and sliowiiig us magrtificent films of the temples 
of which Bangkok apparently consists and others of tlic very 
plt^Aanl house on the seashore at Hua Hin ludonghig to 
Prince CHiula, they have all tried to leave us uith com¬ 
pletely unbiased minds. In Ikcl I think they will be as in* 
lercsted to hear what wc find in Tfiailaad as we jhall be to 
find U. 

Ccrtiiinly our journey could not have begun under happier 
auspices. His Royal Higfane^ has certainly kept Im word in 
helping us. Kot only hm his agent in Captain Bisdar 
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Chijk 5 i^i%^k« had tmr pfopos«i routr ch«dccd but he has 
enlhtcd the hdp of srvcraJ ^fiiiuters and ivr feel happy in 
biDwing that the police have aJl bccft ^ked lo help us should 
wc get into difficukies—not timt wc nntidpatc any* Further^ 
his Compcrolkr in I^gland^ my friend Shura Rahin^ has 
quietly ivatched over our plans and given unobtrusive 
advice whilst the Thai sccretaryi Bicn ChuLindni, has trans* 
taicd documents in Siamese for supplied an outhne map 
of the roads as tliey art beheved to csist and^ to bis evident 
amuArCjncnt, solved one of our big difhoihiefv The Thai 
tongue is double dwlcii m far at my wife and 1 are concerned 
and when Prince Chula gave me the handbook of the Royal 
Automobile Club of Thaiiiindf of which he is Prcsideni, 
saying that it would gH'C us ail the informadon wc required 
about routes and dhaunces I WiU duly griiiefu]—undl I 
opened ihc book. Every town, every distance was gtvtn^ but 
everything was, naturally^ printed in Thai chaiaetcis which 
to us were merely tsqniggles. Wiea we also learned that tlie 
language is a tonic one and that the same word pitched liigh, 
low or medium might;, and probably would, ha\^ as many 
differmt meanings wr began to despair^ Ne^'cr before had wc 
travelled in a coimtr)' of which wc could mt spcalt one word 
of the language nor read one leito of the alphabet which, in 
any case consists of rony-four letters and iliirty*thtee vowels. 
Here Bicn Chulindra eamc to our help. Whilst my wife and 
I detected phrases and words wc thought w-e nliould need 
and t>TE>cd them on lo cards, Mr. ChuUndro typed the 
equivalent Tlun characters undrnieatii and beneath that a 
plionetit effort at tmnstadon* Our intention Is to select the 
phrase or word we want and show the Ttiai tmnsbdon to the 
person concerned. If hy chance he cannot read then we must 
try to pronounce the worib but aa I have no car for rmidc 1 
shaJ] probably ask lor u cake of soap wben I want to know ihe 
w'ay to the next village- Unfortunately wer lost our pack of 
cards soon after arriving in ThailancL Anyhow we are 
spared one dilBcuhyp I am told there are no aigu po«cs! 

In making our aTTuctgenicuts various absurd difTiculdcs 
have cropped up. The Standard Motor Co- were abte to let 

^0 


PUS^LY JJJYaODUCTORV 


«s i':iw a new car at short notice, fitted with vaiiom 
we may need. Previous OJtpericncc under dlificuli oonditiotts 
has rniide us believe that the Vanguard is tlie best car for the 
job but on this one there arc fittiiij^ for two-way radio aaid, 
amongst other gadgets, a comj>asi. 'rhis compass gave tw oui 
first difikuity. As fitted by the Standard Company it gave a. 
steady reading of South, no maiUir which ^vay the car faced, 
Axxordingly I asked the R,A.F. at St, Mawgan if they would 
awing the compos for me, the maters having provided a 
number of magnetic needles. Help was readily given and for 
the whole of taie aftemoon a Flying Officer, a Warrant 
Officer and myself tnanceuvred the car and stuck needles in 
the different apertures provided in the base of the compass. 
After much trial and error we got readings only a few de¬ 
grees out, t;|Utte good enough for ray purpose and I drove 
home. Next Rioming my wife said; 

*^Did you have anything done to the compass yesterday?" 

"\'a, it was swung at St, Mawgaix,*' 1 answered. 

'‘WcU when I took the car into St, Columb it didn’t move 
no matter which way the car faced.” 

And it didn’t—and doesn't. It has reverted to reading 
approximately south at ah dmca. However djere is an R.A.F. 
station near Penang. If there is time we will try again there. 
It would have to be re-adjusted anyhow. 

Then Steamship passages. After several agents liad failed to 
get an offer of pastogea at approximately Ute time we wished 
to travel we visited the P, & O. Clompany, Tliey at once 
fixed us up with a cabin and bath on the S.S, Sing^t/rt for 
Penang and arranged to carry the car. But neither they 
nor anvrvftr else could offer us a return for nt least nine 
months^—or so Uicy said. A suggestion to seii’cral coinpaoics 
that they should cable out to Bangkok or Penang to see 
what coiild be obtained tliere met with evasive answers or a 
blank refusal and after waiting for a few weeks to see if any¬ 
thing would turn up I went to who at once 

offered us passages to fly back at the date we wanted, 
P. & O. also came forward witli an olfer to bring back die 
cor but ftil) no cabin for us. About thb lime 1 met Prince 
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Omla again and mentioned our difficulty to him. He at 
once oflrrwl hia help but he was about to depart for 
South ^\inerica and I did not hear any more for a couple oT 
%vcrl» 1 thought that in the rush of hb departure he bad 
forgotten 113 —quite undmtandably. Anyhow I accepted the 
offer of B.0J\.C. and took our return tickets by ^r. Two 
days later Shura Rahm rang me up to say the Thai Ambas¬ 
sador liad communicatcei with him. Passages had been 
lescivcd for u* from Sangkok, Later in the day the phone 
rang again. Tfirotigh the good office* of Piincc A;:cl of 
Denmark, who is a big personality in ilic East Astatic Com¬ 
pany, a cabin had been reserved for us from Bangkok. Next 
day 1 received a letter from Captain Bbdar; he also liad 
reserved passage* for us from Bangkok. AltugcUtcr we had 
put oursclvis in an cmbaTcassing poation. We liad under¬ 
estimated Prince Chula's offer of help anti die efficiency of 
Ills friends and staff and had paid for our mr passages. All 
I could df) was to tliank everyone and apologize for the 
trouble we had given, whilst graicfuBy actqjimg occom- 
modation in a hontebound ship for our cur from Ba^kok, 
Then we were in difficuliis over arrengemcats with the 
Maby Railways. Tt liad been suggested to us that we should 
go by sea to Penang, then travel by rail to Ghumponi iiuide 
the Thailand frontier for various very good reasons. I there¬ 
fore visited the Maby offices in ^ndoii but beyond a 
schedule of two trains a week I got little informntiou and m> 
help so I v^Totc to Malaya for information and to enquire 
the lares for ourselves and the car. After several weeks delay 
I received the second of two letters which had been wntten, 
referring to a previous one which had tiot turned up, Un¬ 
fortunately nearly all the informatioti was in the letter which 
had gone astray. A cable produced a copy of the fim^ letter 
and I therefore asked for the ncotssary accommodation to 
be reserved and, as only a little ovrjr two weeks temainod 
before wc sailed—an airmail leiier lakre four or five days!— 
1 suggested that the railways sliould cither coble me a con¬ 
firmation or write to me at Aden, tlic last port of call before 
wc reached Penang. I did not Tcceivc a cable before we left 
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but Port Said nnd Aden a radiogram wa< handed 

me on ihc alup to say the Mahty Railway authotities had 
ail correapontlencc to me at Colombo- In reply 1 men¬ 
tioned tiiai the sliip did not cal! at Colombo and ^united 
confirmation to me on the ship. At last, I got oonfirmatJ^ 
of our booldiigs—a sleeper for ourselves and a truck for die 

car—and liope ^1 will be wcD. * . - . 

I wonder why nearly all concerns which bavo to deal with 
travel in any form arc so hopelessly infiffident, The com- 
fort or C]onvciii«nc€ of Uic pa^scug^r don I acetn be con* 
sidered in the least. Any obstmetioti wtiicli can be placed 
in hifi way to prevent turn trAvclling is placed in tiic tno<$t 
awkwaiti position. Why do shipping companies always say 
there aic no passages available and only produce aixoni' 
modadon under pressure? This ship has not got a fuU coin- 
plemcnt of passengers yet nearly everyone of us was to^d 
citlier that no passages were available and he must havcjto 
name pul on the w^ting list or that the ship was fiilL WTiy 
are radways, not only in Malaya, so dilatory and imwiUiug 

to part with information? . - r , 

To all these groans 1 would add an apprcciaiiOQ of mactiy 
thr rcvcrtC attitude of the airways companies, B.O.A.C. in 
particular. Information is supplied by return of post, ctun- 
piicaicd schedules worked out wih speed and acctir^, 
help given in every way. Wlien one realkes the ramificauom 
of B.O.A.C. and its asiodaicd companies about the world 
no woiidcr more and more people art i^ng to the air and 
Icaviug shipping und railway companies to pureuo them 
policies of frustration and ohrtrucuon to the obviouf end. 

So there we arc. We are now about five days fiom Penang 
and stUl wondering what Tlmilaiid will ^ow us As we 
Ldm to motor a good mimy thousaixds of mil^ to ibc nor * 
west and ea« boundaries of the coimtiy and atong the fion- 
lim and are cniwing Ihaiiand from the south we shotdd 
mm Ibingfi wlridi urt to be sent. We hope W Jet Uie 
towns and ™ residences and 

rest hous«»: enjoy what scenery the 

m t}ic bcautifid and andent buildings: watch the 
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peculiar to the countiys see the life of the pMpte, 
rich and poor alike; eat atraege foods; see wild amniati and 
lovdy flowers; wac^ dcpJianti working; find out If Siam 
really has white elephants; and motor over and tracks^ 
good^ poor and bad, Viliat we shall will be faithfiifly 
Fceorded in the book. 



Chapter One 

We Arrive tn Thailand 


Two o’cJodt in the morning. As the international train 
from Malaya to Bangkok rattled and ihook over the rails 
and my wife and I tried to sleep, wiiilst holding on to prtv^i 
Ourselves rolling Out of our bunloi I htaid a gentle tapping 
on the door. Grumbling at having to climb down from the 
upper berth, I rolled out in the dark and opened up> In the 
dim light of the corridor I saw two officials and at once 
wondered what errors we had committed in crosaiiig the 
frontier. Standing there In my pyjamas, toiiilc-hcadcd and 
bleary-tyed, 1 was surprised to sec our visiiors come smartly 
to Attention and salute, whilst one csplaincd that he vs'as in 
command of the local police force and ttad been stni by the 
Governor of ihe province to welcome us to Thailand and 
the other said that he was a govcmmctit ofEcial sent with 
the police captain to aci as inlcrpreier and olTcr us his 
services In any respect in which we might need help, 
like most people, 1 am not at my best at two o’clock in 
the morning but even so was impresstri by this, our fiisi 
glimpse of the kindness and hcepitalily of the country 
through which my wife and I propcsed tiying to motor* 
Fortunately I remembtsed my manners sufftcSmtJy to thank 
tlicm, whilst my wife made agreeable noises from her buidt 
and they bowed politely in her diieetion. 1 enquired if they 
had a sleeper in which to pass the rat of the night, 

*'No,'' said Captain Surachil, “We leave no sleeper but we 
will find somewhere to wail until we reach Prachuap in 
about fotir hours’ dme* There wc will take ^■ou to the bunga¬ 
low which hai been prepared for you and make arrange¬ 
ments fbr you to oontinue your journey.” 
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His English was not quite good as this. Hr uns obviously 
fier\‘oug und was bdpcd out in bin speaking by NaLb On 
Yon^ who was miieli mor^ llucnl if less easy to understand 
than hii companion. They sainted and disappeared in the 
dimness of tlie conidor« 1 closed the door and returned 
bed* 

“Wcll,^' said my w^ifc (who will henceforward be known iis 
R.)« '^This seems a go€»d starts anyhow^ I can’t imagine the 
Lord IJeutenant of CcmwnU sending the Chief Conttablc 
lo meet an aidtnary Thai visitor at Saltasb. It certainty 
looks as if they’rr going to help us, but I wonder what*® 
happened to the car/* 

We had arranged to take our Standard Vanguard from 
England to Thailand jn an attempt to motor all over the 
countrj.^. In this we had been greatly helped by ILR-H. 
Prince Chula Qiakmbongse of Thaibnii, wlto had promised 
his help to smcx^iEh away G<jvrrnment and administrative 
difficuliiesv Subsequently 1 wished hr had also been nble to 
amomhe the roads as well os lie had smoothed olEdaldom^ 
He had requested the help of various government dcpiiH' 
ments ami iJie police to help us in our journey and ammge- 
merits had been made that, after our arrival with the car at 
Pcimng in Malaya* we should put the car on the railway to 
take it dirfiugh Nortlium Malaya and into Thailand as far 
as Chumpom, from where our motoring was to start 
Malaya and the acreme south of Siam are sdli disturbed by 
bandits and comitiunbta, usually, os for as Thailand is 
concerned, of Malayan origin who cross the frtmticr to gain 
a respite from the constant harrying of the Bridsti troops in 
MaUya. The Thai autJiorities are cotbbomring with our 
officials m Malaya, but the whole of the frontier 2 one is in 
a state of mild unrest, in consequence of wbicli no attempt 
has been made to build roads. We our^va, after our 
enormous journey in South America, described in 77^ 
Pampas and th had faith that our car would get over 

tlic jungle tracb from the Malayan border, but the Tliaii 
thought Oiherwisc and we did not want to start our journey 
by refusing to aootpt their advice. ODUsequcntly arratige- 
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mmU WCTt rnarfff for the Ciy to be put on the trstici at 
Penang- 

Ttic firsi indic^idDii of possihle snags occurred ^vhen the 
Malays ^tadon-ma&ter said be could only iiook the cor as 
far ai die honticr at Pedang B«aj where^ he told us, we 
should have to pay again to take It to CStumporPi Before we 
left WT had a cable from Captain Bisdar ChulaseVk-oki Prince 
Chula's agent In Bangkok, asking us to come to P^cliuap as 
It would be difficult to off-Joad the car at Chumperm at two 
o'clock in the uiormng and by the rime we reached Pr^ebuap 
at 6 a.m, it would be getting Bgbt. 

ITie snag occurred all rights At Pedang Besar the Thai 
customs and passport authorities welcomed ui to their 
country^ and said they liad instructions to p^iss us and the car 
through without any formaliiJea. In fact tliey were so in- 
formd that I bad the greatest difficulty in pemading them 
to sign the triptlquc for the car, which they asserted was 
completely unnecessary as we had been vouched for by 
Prince Chula- It was only when 1 explained to them 
that although I w^as perfectly sure CTcrything would be all 
right in Tlmiliind, I should have great difficulty in bringing 
the car back into England utdesi ihcy signed the necusary 
forms* that, with a perfectly gtiod grace, they did :ii 1 re- 
tjuestecL But the siation-mastcr ^vas not so helpful. He wns 
quite pleasant and polite but quite firm. Altliough our car 
had travelled on its truck on the intemationril train from 
Pcnatig to Pedang fiesat, he stated that this should not have 
been allowed and under no drcumscnnce$ other than a direct 
order from the railway authorities tn Bangkok could he 
allow an liUcruatioiuil train to tow such a mundane thing 
m a motor*car. I argued and pleaded with liim to no effecL 
He said he would hav-e it put on a special goods train ami 
sent along aAer us and It would be at Prachuap within forty- 
eight hours; but put it on the intcnmtional train he could 
not and would not. a Itticr from Prince Chula asking 
everyone to help in* which I carried for use in juit such 
circumstances^ failed to move him. He was obviously u|»ct 
by die dilemma in which he fomid himself but conridcred 
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hjouclf bouiul by his orders, whidt couM only be counter¬ 
manded by bis own sujJtrior atiihoriiiea. We bad to leave ibe 
car to him and continue by train. In consequence, when wc 
evenmally arrived at Prachunp, just as dawn was breaking, 
we had to explain to Captain Suraehit and. Nath On Von 
the difficulty in which sve were placed. 

"Oh, never mind,” said Nath On Yon, "come to your 
bungaluw first and llieu wc will have breakfast and aAcrthat 
see what’s the best thinf^ to be done about your car.” 

So wc descended from the train with our thirteen pieca 
of baggage. Captain Suraehit walked with us through the 
awnlcening town to Uic seashore where a wooden bungalow 
on stilts li^ been made ready for us and where wc could 
wash and bath. In a few minutes Nath On Yon appeared^ 
smiling broadly, accampanied by two rickshaws loaded with, 
our baggage. I must explain that lltai rickiltaw'S or samlahs 
arc not drugged or ptiahcd by a irotiiiig human bdng but 
arc tricycles ridden by the owner, the rear part consisting of 
a pleasant scat with a hood, iiirge enough to carry twxr Tbab 
but not nearly large enough to carry two broad*iii*tlie-beam 
British people. In consequence, whenever R. and I used 
these Thai rickshaws wc always bad to have two, much to the 
amusement and profit of the local owmers, 

Breakfast was our fiml experience of a Thai meat, Our 
»cort took us from the bung^ow to a small restaurant in the 
main sireel of Prachuap, a small place with a few mblo^ 
open to the street, The news that two foreSgricre Itad arrived 
soon spread and as such beings were unusual in Brachuap 
a small crowd gailieretl iti the street to watch us caL They 
stt»d there quietly, grintung from ear to ear in amusement 
at our, to them, queer appearajicc, wluspciuiig to one 
another, doubtless commenting on our bad manum, as dis¬ 
played in the way we ale. Small chJtdien pressed ckoe to 
the table to examine us more thoroughly. But the intemt 
was friendly and both R. and I had the feeling tliat thougb 
we were obviously curiondtes and amusing, they were ut 
the same lime pleased to have us with them. 

The meal itself w-as a little unusual. Our two friends and 
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the restaurant proprietor had obviouiJy put their heads to¬ 
gether and discuss^ what English people had for brcaldast. 
The result was a coroprotiuse between local Ibod and our 
normal brtakfiul. An enonnDua dish covered with Gmail bits 
of meat (beef, I fAiitjt), eggs, raw tomatoes anti lettuce, 
accompanied by bowls of soup. A large enp of milk and a 
cup of caffre half full of condensed mUk made up die meal, 
during which time we discussed the problem of our car. We 
were ccpccted at Hua Hln ilie following day, where Gaptaiii 
Bisdar was to meet us and where we were to stay in Prince 
Chula’s house. But the car was not due for forty-eight hours 
and our twT> offiduls were of one mind in saying dial it was 
t^uite impossible ibr it to arrive at the time the ilation-mastcr 
said, as there was no train. 1 was inclined to rely on the 
station-master who had promised to get it there. Anyhow, 
witilal we were still discussing this a car arrived to take ns to 
the local r^crica Stadsdcol Station at Klong Wan, a few 
niila outside the town. 

'rhis wtu an Ollier indication of how ihings had been 
arranged for us, not only here but throughout Thailand. In 
ih» case the Governor of the province was away, but various 
oSicials had been warned to expect us and to iiclp and 
Captain Surachit and Nath On Yon took didr dudes very 
seriously. The Police Captain took some time to get used to 
us. He Witt rather nervous and was obviously imprmsed by 
the fiict that we had been vouched ft»r by one of his royal 
Princes. Nath On You, on the other hand, was full of smiles 
and good fetlowship, bubbling over with convctwiiion, of 
which we understood hardly a word. From time to time we 
had to appeal to Captain Surachit to tell us what Nath On 
V'on was saying, and as he got more used to us he began to 
smile and quite invariahly flttpplicd the wanted word, so that 
it was not long before he tvas referred to as ‘'Hie Dktiooa^**, 
I am not sure whether be liked it or not, but we certainly 
liked him and Ids compaiuon. 

The Fisheries Statistical Station is sitaated on a scrlea of 
inlets Irom the sea. l.arge tanb have bent constructed and 
there fish oTall sons are bred and shipped, whilst quite small, 
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to othjcr parts of the counttry . Fish pkiy an aiornvDUSly im¬ 
portant part in the life of the Thai people- As we were to 
discover liter, half the population sectns to spend most of its 
time fishing in aU sorts of muddy pools and swampy streams. 
Tlie variety of ways of catching fish is enormous. 

Here, at Kkmg Wan, we were tniioduced to what was to 
become one of our standbys—Green Spot. Green Spot is 
simply oraageade served ice-cold, but everywhere we went,, 
as soon aa we entered a house, our host would produce Green 
Spot or alternatively '‘Hiley’, die local pronuncintion for 
another variety of orangeade, property spelt, J think, Birley* 

I t was one of the little difficulties to which wt had to become 
accustomed that, although so many TTial people spoke a fair 
amount of Engbsli, they had the Chinese cuaiom of pto- 
nounemg an “K" like and “1-". For ocample, when we were 
given a road direction to turn right we were always told to 
go lo the "Light", but w’htn we had to go to the left wt were 
told to turn "Rcfl”, On the signpoats a right tom ia Indicated 
by a sign exactly die same as our letter *'L", It is all ratJicr 
confusing unlJI one gets used to it, but also it is amazing the 
number of people, particularly young people, who speak 
some English, Education is compulsory and in die secondary 
schools and univcrritici English is an important subject and 
in lact much of the teaching is done in English, Unfiortun*^ 
ately, but quite naturally, the teachers themselves are Fhab, 
frequently of Chinese descent and, in consequence, ffic spoken 
word is sametimes nor very much like the Queen’s^ English, 
As we could not always understand the spoken EngUsh of the 
ThaU, so the Thais liad exactly the same difficuJty in under¬ 
standing English spoken as by us. It usually tools at least a 
day and sometimes longer before the vartoua people with 
whom w'e came In contact could understand us, but in 
cases of oecesity we could alway* write our question and 
receive a written reply in perfeedy good English. It wax 
simply the proiiundadon whidt puzzled both sides. 

By the time we leTi the fisheries alation Capta i n Surachit, 
Naih On Von, the fisheries official and ourselves were talking 
together nearly normally as we bumped our way over 
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father a rough road back to Prachuap, In order (o Iiavc 
hinch and couiitiuc our divetmion about our car. 

AJl sorts of things had, been g^iug on iitice our arrival, 
unkuowa to us. Telegraph or telephone wires had been 
buzzing aud we were evcntu^ly told that after lunch a car 
would be available to take us straight to Hua Hin where 
Captain Bisdar would meet us. As to our car, “Well, never 
mind, it wiil come some time." 

"But where, as well as when?" T asked. 

*‘Of course it will come here as you have arranged that,** 

"But if we are going on to Hua Kin how can we get our 
car?** I Tather naturally asked. 

“Oh, never mind, that will be arranged." (TNever mind" 
was an expression we were to hear often in Tliailand.) 

With that I had to be content for the time being and we 
settled down to on enormous meal- On the table was an array 
of slices of cold beef and salad, fried local oysten, hoi steak 
and onions and boiled fowl, which was followed l>y Irozcn 
lichets (a local fruit looking like a small white radish with a 
sweet fiavour peculiarly its own), and hot coffee. We tried to 
Sample everything but simply could not manage the lot, to 
(ho great disuppojutment ot <*ur hosts. And when we thought 
we had finished, boiled lice and cut^ arrived. 

Incidentally, totithern Thailand Is supposed to be the 
worst pan of the whole country' for infected food and water. 
Tliere are said to be more germs and di seases here than in 
any other pan and we had been advised and wamed by all 
our wcU-wishers both in England and in Malaya not on any 
account to drink the water, here or elsewhere, or cat letttjce 
or the majority of the foods iliat we should find put before us. 
In fact, as T have already said, one man told us we must live 
on bottled beer and eggs! We bad to start by breaking every 
one of these canons. Without bi^ drlibcfatdy rude, it 
would have been impossible to avoid eatiog and drinking the 
forhidden thinp. and this sve condnued to do throughout 
owr slay in Thailand. We were living with ITiais and naturally 
lived as they did--and were none the worse for it. 

Lunch over, our baggage, ourselves and the two oflScen, 
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logctkcr witb piled into A tender iind arrived at 

Hna Hin one hour and fifty miokitc^ later* The road vraa 
surfaced ^vith grave!, gericirally in Eiirly good confBdoa* We 
bumped along ai fony miles an hour m-ost of the dme ajnidsl 
clouds of dust and I begum to ibink that if the roads were no 
wora! than this we should have no dLBiculty with our journey. 
I was an opumist^ 

The scenery in this spot was imintcrcstingi flaldali country 
with tulb to the right and left in tiic distance. Clumptt of 
bamboo and law undtrgrowili hinged the ro;ids. Otxa^on- 
ally 3 cluster of kapok irees broke the monotony. 

Captain BLsdar wm awaiting lu at Prince Chula's house at 
Hua Hin :md immcdiaidy we all got down to a dbeussion 
about the car. The lalL went on hfr a very amiidcrablc dntr^ 
It generally agreed by otl our Thai friends that the 
station*niastcr at Pedang Besar was quite wTong and that the 
car could not arrive at Prachuap as he had promised* 1 still 
thought be probably knew his own job best and suggested 
that when it anived at Prachuap it should be sent straJghi 
on to Hua Hin where wc sliould stay uDill it amved* R. and 
I were very mudi influenced in ihifl ctMinection by reallid^ 
what an extremely pleaiant plat;e we had lo stay in, and the 
older we get the more we like onr comlbrtl We acem io spend 
so much nf time seekmg dlscomrart in odd parts of the world I 
How-OTt, wc w^ent over-ruled and it was finally decided that 
we should it ay at Uua Hin for the night and the following 
day go on to Bangkok b Captain Bbdar's car^ Leaving our 
car to contbuc its rail journey all the way to Bangkok where 
it was coniidcutly predicted it would wrive in about ten 
day^i time. As this would upect the prpgramtnt very care¬ 
fully arranged for u5 by Tliai officials, 1 received the new» 
rather glumly 1 am afraid, but tigrcrd lo the sugge^ou. We 
said goodbye to Cupiaio Surachit and Nath On Yon, who 
rcniTnoJ lo Prachuap, and settled down to enjoy our evening 
ai Hua Hin. 

Now is a fuitable time to state that tlie station-masicr at 
Pedaug Biaar wtis quite richt and aD our tocal advisers were 
completely w'mng. The car arrived at Prachuap as promised 
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by the EtEtioit^:ua5ter and iheUt by the mttrvcndoii of the 
Covemor, \Au^ Imd rrtumed^ il was sent ^might through to 
Bangkok^ arnving tJiurc die day after we dicL 
AetuaUy thii made very little diffcTumrc to our arrange- 
noeiUfl as we motored alt the way from Frachuap to Baiigkoht 
though we did not me our mvn car- In any cmei ihi* part of 
the journey ivas over perfeedy good ro^ through com¬ 
paratively uniuterestirig country and we were abfe to ^top 
and see ilit places of interest which J write about later. 
Anyhow we gave full Eoackd to the sta^liott-tumter al Pedang 
Bcjar. 
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Chapin Tum> 

Hua Hin to Bangkok 


TtfRowoHotn this book 1 shall from ume to time put in odd 
pieces of Informs lioq wKieli came to our cars—things to do 
with local manners^ behaviour, habiis and history* li seems 
to me that it h more interesting lo recount them as they hap¬ 
pened and as they came to us than to assemble a forTnai chap* 
ter headed of the Peoplr.^^ or some such tMng* 

At Hua Hin, the first place where we really stretched our 
Icgs^ many impressions were forced on u*. First of all Prince 
C}mla*s liouse a| 1 iua Kin^ where heforc dinner wai in the 
badnnoom adjairung our bedroom. She called out to me* 
**Can you tedl me how I have a bath?” 

Or tonrsc I went in to see and found a br;^ room with a 
brautirully tiled flooTi u fitted basin but no sign whatsoever 
of a bad]. In the comer was an enormous and most lovely 
china vase mpponed in a three-legged frame of teak and by 
it a beautifully chased silver bowl about the sixe of a tea 
slop-basin. I have lived in the EaaE and am aecustonied to iti 
ways^ but thU wa^ R/s firsi visit cast of Adciip and when I 
suggested that she stood by the vase, dipped the basin into 
die water and poured it over herself she was somewlmt sur¬ 
prised, but as die days went by and we found this die almost 
invariable form of bath in "fliailanti ilic not only got accuA- 
tomed to the metlicd but grew to like it On a hoi day to be 
able to stand pouring bowli of cool water ova- onch sweaty 
body ij one of the most deliglilful things I know, certainly 
belter dian lying in a bath of cold water. 

Tlicnj, of courv:, the taking of muff inieraied trus* It is a 
habit 1 Imvc indulged in for many years, but the gordctier at 
Huii Hin look lus in a way entindy new to me. 1 take my snuff 
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in a pinch between fiugcr and thumb|: I am ^uitc used lo fee* 
ittg Afiitanf use a tiny spoau to thrust the powder into their 
noatrib; but I have never before seen a man take a smaU 
iilver tube eurved tike a litiriseshf>cr, till one end of it with 
cnuiT^ place the other end iti hiji moiilii and puJT the powder 
up his noatrilsK 

In the garden of this %'ery pleasant houscj a biuigalow 
built on pdrSj like prajcdcaliy all country houses in Thailand^ 
there Is a small spint-hoiise^ a tiny model of a buildings not 
unlike a doUVhousOj placed on top of a pole for the use of 
tJie spirits w1tf> may have been disturbed when the liouse 
Itself was built. A pretty habit wluch we ibiintl oommon 
throughout TltaiJand. In fiictj from time to time we saw 
smalt factories with Urge supplies of tliese spirii*hou!iea 
nvaiUhk for people who were building themselves new resi¬ 
dences, Sometimes on a dangerous conicr of the road there 
would be one or more of these little houses oxeted to cncfiur- 
age liie good spirits to dwell dicte and so prevent accidents^ 
or pebbly to placate the €\il spirits by them a met 

residence and so inducing ihriTi not to cause crashes. Anina* 
iam plays quite a large part in Lhe life and religion of the 
ThaLv tlioiigh tlity are nominally buddliisti. 

Adjoining the garden is the lishitig village of Hua Hin, a 
jumble of boals in Uie water and piled up on the sand^ 
ships under constnicLion; a fhmt of poles for drying fishing- 
nets and under it all hundreds of chickens and many liollow- 
backed, hairy pigs, Tltcsc pigs wander about dtc sircets and 
act as gencml scavengers. 

As it was tlie time of the Chificse New Year people were 
busy in their opcn-frontetl houses prcjiaring catc^ which they 
wrapped to pieces of banana kaf^ coobng ducks and gener* 
ally arranging foodsttiffi of oil sorts whidi would be taken aa 
an offering to the (empfc to be blessed, after wliich the food 
would be eaten by die liousctiokh flaud-truckSt samlohi and 
coQVcyaucea of all sorts were moving about the village taking 
these foodstuflii to the temple or returning to the hous^ai. We 
looked eagerly for Siamc^ catej hut not only did we mu find 
any of iliia breedi but we didn't see a cat al ah—a strange 
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thing in a liAhliig wllagr.^ Ainfiiy from Hie old spresdi 

the modem paii of Huli Hin^ uith wide utreei^ and iiiops of 
ail ^rts selling gaily coloured and decorated mnxhandbfj 
nincy hats and ttrranterSi brigJitly mlmired paper umbrellas 
and H.ogs, all things to hdp in Uir juJliftcuiiaii of a popular 
holiday . CliJEtoc V^rar lasts a week and during this pedod 

not otdy dir Chinese but practically all other people lake the 
opportunity to slop work and generally hold up all aRaiis, 
except Icastmg and jolljt^% tmiil the ^"^car is well aired. 

We slept that night in an enormous double-bed* nearly six 
Feet wide, endoisaj in a cage of softly draped mosquito nets. 
On the: bed w as a blanket and tw'o dutch wives. Tor tlic bene- 
lit of those who do not know I would say that a dutch wtfc it 
a small bolster which is most useful to place between die legs 
or ser\'t as a resting place far the kncct in iiot wcathirr* It 
acts in exactly the Dppi:iutc ivay to an Englidi wifc;, one of 
whose duties is supposed to be to keep her husband warm zrt 
winlerJ llic dijtr.li wife keeps him cool in summer. 

And wJiilst speaking of beds, I w'ouid say that ThiU beds 
art just about the hardest mdng places 1 have ever en* 
countered. Tite average bcdstciid conrista of a normal wooden 
flame complr:tdy covered with solid boards, on top of which 
13 placed a very thJti paliiasife. There are no bcd-clothes as a 
mlc though sometimes a blanket ts provided* paiiicutarly in 
the cooler nonhem regiojis- The climate does not make bed* 
ccjvm necessary^ and doubderss tlic imyleldlng nature of the 
bed docs tend to keep oac OOoIct^— but it needs an awful lot 
of getting tised ro- J ^vondcr w^by they do not use some thing 
like the Isdian eii 2 U"poy\ u Iratnr strung with fltiipi ol raw- 
hide^ v«?f>^ cool and dightly ^adding. Tlie Hua Hin Ixd was 
not like tliia and we slepi eottifurtably. to lie atuused early in 
tilt morning by liic sound orriflp-dmu and vollcyi apparentJy 
bdog fired in our immrdbte neighbourhixid. With our heads 
full ofCommiinlimf the iit%i thought was that a rcvoluUonp or 
rioting at Jeasb had broken out. ITien wt realised tliat it was 
simply pan of the edebmtions of the Chinese New Year. 
FfiOfplr were letting off crackers and large rjGplDgivc fireworks 
as part of the gcncml ceremonies of the time. 
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We gcH lip and went out into (he g^dcrio [oaking M Lbr 
many difTcrent vanciiei of bfiugiduvUlo^i and watching the 
gaidrner dnivv water from ilit* wet} with a biickei on the rrtd 
fiT a conn ter-wdgbtrd pair, wliibc prettily coloured buitef- 
dicSj $ix inches in span, lliittered. n]x>ut in (He lowering sbrulnf* 
Tlic white briTBkciij: from the bltic vnitcn of the GiUT of Sintn 
(Vc^f Siam) broke on the sands at the foot of the garden wulL 
As we waJked we met the paUccirum who, carbine on hziK-k, 
had patxoJlcd ihe grounds round the house throughout the 
night whilst we slept. 

Of courflc in Un-se very early days we were anxious to find 
out how WT ftliould behave; what was the right kind of greet- 
ing to makcj what we should do at table- Apparently greet* 
ings are highly complex afhura, Normalty Thais do tuoi 
ilutke hands, but tw^a friendf meeting will place ihelr hands 
together in front of them^ as though m prayer, mid raise 
them roughly to the of the ciiiti whilst bowing stigiitly,. 

But the {Kttidoii of the itands and ihe depth uf the bow 
van^ accoiding to the importaiice nf the per^n met. In 
wTitingi forms of jiddrm arc equally ceremonious. An 
ordinary pmon wilting to a prince wiouid start his letter, or 
indexed w hen speaking to liim, by saying somethiug like: '^My 
head addresses the sotra of yowr feet/" Similarly rquuts^ 
speaking among thenruselvcs will say '"Yes-" and but 

speaking to a siipciior they are much more circumspect, 
With table, manners 1 have never quite fathomed what oue 
should do^ GencTiilly at u^eal a am all bowl of soup and a 
china spoon ia ptuced. beside each person, 'Oicrc may be a 
large bowl of ilie same soap ha the tuiddle of the table for 
itrplmishrnfntSj sometimes kept wamt by a boJlow' lube filled 
with glowing ehorcajd rutming thrmigii the centre of the 
soup bowt. On the table ate sicatteitd dbhts containing 
vegeiabiesp diidk diopped into pieccsi biis of mc^t and all 
sorts of ttnusuaJ kinds of food* Vou jtis( help yourself to a 
little of this and a Little of tlmt^ piling them all on your plate 
at the same time and rating the ibod with a spoon ami fbriLt 
interspemng moathfuls with spwufijit of soup. Sometimes a 
tdmple sw'cct, umally frnit, finishes the mjp^. Gram Spot, 
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possibly Cola (alsvays calliHl Cola) or socla-ivater ii 

generally provided for diioking. Ordinary tap walcr is 
sotndmics available bnt people still freipicntly remember 
tlie siiscepdbilides of fomgo goests and usually pmvidc 
bottled s^a water. OTtrn, too, wine or beer leill be pro* 
vided and frequently Thai tea—^very weak tea of an indes¬ 
cribably refre^ng llavotir sciv'cd without milk or sugar. In 
sophisticated households sherry or cocktails may be served 
before a mral^ but^, generally speaking, in Thailand intoxi¬ 
cants of any sort are not provided, it being one of the tenets 
of the fiuddiust religion iliai alcohol should be avoided or at 
any rale flntnk only in extreme modrratiun. 

A working man accepting a gift will generally cither cup 
hU two hands together or hold out one band with his other 
hand grasping his wrist, to receive the gift. Bare feet arc 
cnstomoiy and, in fact, many people in high positions, 
though wearing sandals as they move about outside, wilt 
frequently kick them olf as soon as they enter a house. It need¬ 
ed a little geiUng used to to be received by the Governor and 
his lady, he in socks and she probably in bare feel. At Bus 
Hill, ai Uie fool of the steps running from the verandas of 
the house ix» the garden, small foot-baths ore provided so 
that gardeners or otlier servants coming into tlie house can 
wash the earth off their feet before ascending the steps, to 
avoid brining the dirt on to the beautifully polished floors 
of the verandas and rooms . 

We Jcfi Htm Hin aAer brcakCiat, Captain Bisdar driving 
us in his American car. The hm stop was to be at Peichbiiii, 
but 1 am afraid we caused him some perturbation by fre* 
queut requests to pause whilst we photographcd what wem 
to him the ordinary things of ilir country^de, hardly worth 
a glance, but which to us were new and mtemting. 1 found 
he was worried because he had made aitangemcttls to call 
on the Governor of Petchburi and was afnud we should be 
late. 

The road was excellent, fringed by clumps of bamboo, 
undergrowth and thickets of ton palm trees. Iniipitlon 
canals frequently crossed t])C road and over these were 
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wooden tiridges with some top limbcrt lying pamUcl to the 
direetjoa of ihc road, Qius providing a rather tianow track 
on wiiidi the whecii of die car could run. ITic hanging of 
irailtc graduaily Looseoi the mula by wiiich these planks arc 
fastened, and it is no uncotmnnn thing to pass over a bridge 
with many spikes projecting a couple of inches above tiic 
surface. It is impcmiblc to d^gc them all, and punctures in 
consequence are fr«)utnt. 

Oner we asked Captain Ehdar to stop wliiLrt we watched 
men collcciing tlie wp of the loti pnlnUk From this sap sugar 
is made, eqtid in quality in every way to that produced Irom 
the sugar cane grown in oiher parts of the country. These 
sugar palms have feed against their tall trunks, to a height 
of ixissibly fifty feet or more, tall bambocM from which the 
sidc^hoots have been cut, leaving projections about four 
inches long. Tilt bamboos arc bound to the trunk of the pahn 
tree by Gbres and so, one after another, gii right to the crown 
of die tree. Tfiis mables tlic men to mn up and down the 
paints with ease, the slight projectiom of the bamboos 
affonliug them the necessary toe-holds. At the top they 
collect tlic sap bringing it down in jars to be boiled for tlic 
production of sugar. Though we saw hundreds of these trees 
during diii drive with Captain Bisdar, only once more 
throughout the wimle of TltaiLind did we see them grotriiig. 
As is the case with the sugar cane, a by*product it toddy, for* 
bidden but enticing. Our appcarwice with dtt^ cameras and 
ordituijy cameras and Biidw’s cncourignncai to the mtai to 
run up and iiown the palms for oiif benefit whilst we look 
photographs, produced sliricks of laughter from them and 
ilicir womenfolk. CJiildrcTi and other men wme out of the 
surrounding undergrowth, looking at ns with intermt and 
yelling with nurtli as we took picuircs of the climbers rurmlug 
up and down the tree trunks tike monkeys. One shonied 
remark, transiated by Bisdar—"1 shall go abroad at lost—in 
my picture.” 

In due course we readied Pcichburi and catted on the 
Covenuir, Nai Kasem Sukmi, who sent us olf with an 
alarmingly large escort of armed police to visit the palace of 
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King Mongkiit, Uit incjntu\:h who has become so wdl-knowa 
to western peopie in tht film ""Anna and Ihc King of Siam”. 

The pabcc of King Moiigkut is fiuih on a hill outside the 
town. At the entrance is a stone sevcii-hmd.cd serpenti but 
from this point we had to scramble up many minrd steps, 
and steep rocky paths to tJir pah^-c on the way passing 
the old guard-room aitd sublet and hall wUert distinguished 
visitors were first greeted* 

King Munglcut is quite possibly the bc^ known in Elngland 
and die L\S.A. of all the Tliai tings, owing to die film ^nd 
pby which give such a picnir^ue but errcdieous idea of hii 
life and tunes. He ims bom in 1804 and became king in 
1851- Quite apart from die cekhrity on him by die 
glamour of the movies he was a great and i\tsc ting in his 
own country, whose reign is sdll remembered M one of the 
great periods in modem Thai history. 'Hie palace was built 
in the middle of tlte niiicteeuih ceniiuy^ but hus now bcei:i 
allow‘ed to fall Into decay. It was with 3 feeling of desolation 
and saduess that we w'alked througlt die rooms previously 
occupied by Utia monarch and noted the frayed and broken 
frimjmre idll lying alx^ut in untidy piles and doing little 
to mninti one of the beauty and grandeur thal must have 
been here in ihc past. There was 11 four-poaier bed said to 
have been used by the kbig, its draperies mouldering in 
dccayrd itrip&t wliilst neiuby lay the broken remains 
of the *e^^eii*titr umbrella used by the ctown-prince— 
a framework of cane with the fabric cntirciy gone. Of the 
Idng^S nine-tier umbrella dicre was no traj:e though we weie 
told it probably Jay in one of the piles of rubbish lumbericig 
up the rooms. 

State umbrellas arc still used in royal eenrmonJes* At liis 
CDTOnalJOzi and on other important occasjcpt^ die king dts 
under a tiinr-tier umhreUa—usually of gold doth. The 
low^est tier is a wide one and the byers axe gradusLOy redueoi 
in Jike ujiilk at die top* die last layer is only aixiui a foot 
wide. Tiif whole dfeci b a cone supponctl by a pole, TJie 
umbrella of a Crown Prince only bos icrven dm and prmeo 
of lesser itnpomncc have smaller umbrellas. 
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From terrace to leirace wc v^^ndered, wulking through 
ft>0iii3+some emptyj same iianiaUy fumidied^ k^tJiinif on the 
warm marble watia to look over the rrangipani tmcsi in fuU 
blos^m and sending out waves of brauiifu! scCfti# w!uJsi we 
gaaicd over the ipreading countiy hundreds of feet l>elow. 
On a nearby hUi was an old wat or temple and on the out* 
skirts of ihr town itseir cotild be seen the large paiacc built 
by King Cliulabngkorkf perhaps the misst finnans king oT 
the presetU Chakri dynaity. 

And so we came to the foom^ bairduimbct, half temple, 
whidi contains a wooden statue of Imj^ Mongkut hirmclfi 
The statue sisows m elderly, ihin man with a tfcnci-olcnt and 
thoughtful expressian worn by t!je cares of state* 

It h eosiomary for visiton to show ihdr revercnct far any 
particular statue^ pardcukrly of the Buddha^ by pladng on 
Lt small pieces of gold leaf- Tins had been done by thousands 
of people in dtc case ofRing Mongkiu^s statue. Naturally the 
gold leaf amaicurishiy applied^ did not adhcic firmiy to the 
body; the edges were loose and became frayed in the coui^ 
of tirac^ 

^Vhen wc wen: shown tiuc aiatue, in a darkened room, the 
window shutters at dthcr side were opened and the tun 
streamed in, lighting up the gold tissue, whilst the breeze 
caused the frayed cdg» to move so thitt ihc whole statue 
seemed to shimmer and be suTtounded by an anibient, 
irembHng light- The image SOTmed to come to life as wt 
gazed at it. Our companinns knelt in homage wliilit we stood 
reverently by# Then clambered down the steep path 
again m the hot sunshine and were litankful to sit dawn to 
the lunch which the Govemot hurt provided- 

I mu 3 x be forgiven if T talk a lot about meals tn this book* 
I ctiucizeii for rcfming so much to food and sanitation 
in my book 7^f P^mpat end th Andes^ but m writing about 
coutitn.* as one secs it I think that the unusual b bmmd to 
play a large part-, and Thai meals, to western idcas^ aro 
certainly tmujuaJ- Our liincti that day svos taken in a Cluncsc 
mtnurant. "We had soup (of course in a bowl for each perMn, 
to be eaten as the mcil proceeded) and though this soup 
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itself consisted mostly of solid chicten meat the table was 
also spread with alic<3 of smtsage made from shrimps, pork 
an d crab; with cucumber; with prawns and vcgciablri; and 
then, when we were happy and replete, an enormous pile of 
rice Mfith shredded pieces of meat arrived to rmind off the 
meal, Ghopaiicks were handed to us, R. and I looked at one 
anotlier a n d out of ihc comer of our eyes we noticed our 
hosts smiling kindly at what they thought was our pitidica- 
mene. But we have used diopsticks bcfoit: and, though 
clumsy, were able to cat our meal in the approved style, 
TTicn onr hosts laughed openly and ixingratulated us, ut tlic 
same time cxplaming that Thais dicmselves never u^ chop¬ 
sticks but always a spoon and fork and dial chopsticks atse 
only provided in restaurunts nm by people of Cliincw 
descent or in Thai households of Chinese antecedents. 

I do not know the exact propordon but a very large per- 
ccniagc of Thais arc Cliinesc in origin and of oomsc it must 
be borne in mind that the present Thai rate came bom 
Yunnati in what is now Southern China. Anyhow, as far as 
we could find out the Chinese Tliais arc a useful, hard¬ 
working and lioncst part of the community. 

Of coutw with our meal we drank Green Spot and at in- 
icrvaU during this hot day—ihc temperature was about 
90 ' F. in the ahadc^we stopped firequendy to drink more 
of this orange juice, out of the bottle through a straw. 

We left PcttJiburi with its teeming strecia, colourful shops 
and myriads of bicycles after lunch to visit the caves cffTliam 
Khao Luang a few miles away. We scrambled down die 
usual rough step to a series of enormous caverns with 
stalactites hanging from the ceiling and stalagmites rising 
from the floor to mtxt them. On top of m«t of die stalag¬ 
mites and on many shelves and prnjccdotw in the sides of the 
caverns were statues of Buddha, fn one comer wete some 
tables behind wliicJi sat, cross-legged on benches, three 
elderly nuns in tiirlr white robes, selling gold-leaf and joss- 
yijfht feu the use of the devout vuitors. t asked them if I 
might take a photograph and the)* gladly assented, but these 
elderly bdici, devoted to a life of aseedcism and religion, 
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asked me to wait a moment wbilsi they tidied tlirntscJvca up, 
TUcy rearranged Lhcir robes, smoaihcd Uieir shaven heads* 
arranged Uidr arms In suitable postures and then indicated 
that 1 might moke on rKposure. It was all very childlike and 
in a way very loucMtig. Incidentally, wlicrevcr wc went* 
when vt* met Buddhist monka in ilicir taflrnn robes or very 
rartdy nuns in white, they were always fnendJy and lielpRd 
and quite willing 10 pose for m in appropriate places, all oTit 
being dune without any sclf'consdous air but with quiet 
dignir)' and usually a ^ncvolcnt smile of iniercsl For the 
curiosity of the 'Western visitor. 

A second cavern had an cootuious statue of n reclining 
Buddha and, as a contrast, we were pointed out a jumble of 
rocks where an Amiuican had recently been stabbedn 
Apparently a robber, hiding in the rcc<- 5 SC* of the cave, had 
seen his camera and decided to snaich it from him. The 
American resisted and quite naturally attacked the robber 
with Ills fisa, whereupon the latter drew a knife and stabbed 
Ilia victim, Slrangdy enough, some weeks later, in Romt, 1 
fell into cofnveisation with a member of one of die American 
misions and be told me about the same incident, and said 
Unit at he was nearby be had becti sent lor and hud rendered 
first-aid and taken ids fdbw American into hospital, wiirre 
happily he recovered &om his wound. VVe wen* warned by 
the police and various Friends never to attempt physical 
violence against any Thai, whatever llie provocation nught 
be, as, although they arc normally a quiet, good-ictnpered 
people, when insulted or attacked thdr temper Hares up 
iuBtandy and they are apt to use their knives or other 
weapons almost by retlcsc action, I could not visualize any 
occasion oo which I was likely to apply brnic force to a 
Thai, but nev'crtiicirss I bore the wamuig in mind. 

From the caves oF Ibaio Khao l.uxuig we went 10 a nearby 
conveiii and monosteryi Thu Abbot, I'm Krttv Sapoo 
Vajiratorm, himself came out to talk with us. Bisdor ex¬ 
plained to me liiat he tvas not allowed to took at a woman 
though he was quite happy to talking to me, of courtc 
tlirough Bisdar’s intenufidiary as ijilcrpreicr. If R. spoke to 
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him hr y^mld rtply but ktpt liij eyes cast dowitwarda that 
he nt!cd U.OI look at ht^r. Herr ag^n, when 1 asked if I might 
take his phoiogi7ipti» he asked mr lo wait a m^omuirt and 
retired lo tliir moimtety from which he emerged ilairdy 
arterwitrds wearing fresh robes^ beaudrully draped m the 
correct mannt^r* 

By now^ R. and 1 having-climbedt it seemed^ thausandi of 
5 tcp 9 during the day, up sind down tp the palace of King 
MongkuLjr down and up to the cavra of Tham Rtoo 
up and dovm to the monastery and epnveat, wi:Te feeling 
that we bad had a good day^s rii^t^seeing^ but our hosts were 
quite determittrd that we should mks nothing dtuing our 
stay in Thailand. \\*c were, ItowevcTi aUowed to stop for a 
few minutes at Rajburi to suck more bottles of the mrvitohle 
Grtm Spot. Whilst we were diiii employed, Hisdar taw a 
fnrnd dressed in tlie Tltat style a short diilancc away» He 
brough t him o\*er and introduced him to ua. Befonr his friend 
spoke 1 commented that so many of die Thais we met spoke 
good EnglUli that I tspected he was able to use our Jongtiagc 
also. 

'*Welh d^^hialfy 1 w'os with ymir Royal N^\y for twehe 
years," replied our new friend. His accentuation of the word 
^'actually’' was so completely English that I am afraid R. 
and i roared with laughter at him- He looked astonished for 
a moment and dienjoini:^ in our merriment and $aidt 

"'Yes, that surprised you a bit, I cispcct, when you sec me 
dressed in tlicse clothe#.^' 

He went on lo tell me about the British ship in which he 
hod served and also aliout hk experiences during the Korean 
war* Commander Utoi Itas now retired, but if any of hk 
British naval friends should read this buok tliey may like to 
hear thiit he it well and flourishiitg as a pnotnineat bustnesa 
man. 

We tiopped at Natorn PaLhom, once more being greeted 
by the governor's iUiff befoir viritiug the immense pagoda 
some J 75 feet higb^nearly as high os ihe spire of SaliBbury 
Cathedral. OffidoUy kuGFwm ai the Fhra Pjtthom Chedii the 
pagoda dates from about aj>. 500 but since then has been 
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mtorcd and rep^iircd aiid ovcr*biii]L many Dimng the 

reign nT King .Mongkui orders wete given to dear away tlie 
juugJc wliicli Imd flurromidcd anc] ovetgrown the dtcdl ajid 
encase it within an enritnKixiit beJI-ihaped structuTT^ whicli it 
ilic present ihapc. The ariginnJ btiUdhigs wert nut destroyed 
or rtmined and emt, 3*1 iJiry were originally comtrueted, 
beneatli the modern covering. This b not only the targat 
moniifnent of its kind in TliaiLiTid hnt one of the holiest 
spots m tile conatry, for within the prednts of the sancwtaiy 
there are many Buddhist relics regarded with girat reverence 
hfy die Tlinb amt being of interest to tourists. Outside the 
chedi arc four chapeJs housing four imaget of Buddha in 
dUTcrcni attitudes, one being placed at each of iht cardinal 
points of tile compass. They arc connected by a circular 
galtm^ and in Uic vorioui courts outside are difTercnt trees 
connected with ihe life of Buddha—bo tre<^ and banyans. 
In ooloinr the ciwdi h brown and ydlow and shines in the 
sun m thougJi gilded, for the outer covering b made of highly 
glazed tiles. 

Leading to the norihem chapet is a great marble staircase 
at the head of whicJi is a trememduna gilt iitiage of tiie 
Buddha^ placed there by King Vajiravndlu Apart from the 
beauty of thk image it is intercailng itiasmticii as tiie head 
came from the aid city of SuHankiilok. The body w:w cast 
anew in the correct proportion for the head. King Vajiravudh 
wislied that his ashes might be put iii ilic pedc^t^ of this 
image after his death and this was duly done- 

It is a royal irodirion thnt w henever the rdgning Icing passes 
the Phra Pathom Cliedi lie mufit offer candlct and joJB-sdcJts 
in vencralioTi of the Buddha. 

At this pagoda is anodjo* reclining Buddlia some fifty feet 
long, Lnier I will trj* to give some accouijt of the curious 
lhiddh;i itAtui^ found not only m Thailand but in other 
countries w^hich hnve tlte some bdiK Ihr the podtion of the 
image and partimbriy the pocitiofi of the liands have diffar* 
ent meanings^ all complicated to the uninitiated but iictes- 
aary to undentnnil when looking ai the thousandi of Buddhas 
which are bound to be seen up and down the country* 

45 


TBAILANI} JOUSNEY 


Outside the chcdi are two bcih which can be rung by 
vuitord in order to obtain a bleaing^ or to announce that they 
are about io offer up a prayer, and nnind about are quandtia 
of carved images orfabuJous beans, devils and d\van& carved 
in stone, alJ, strange as it may seem, coming flrom Ciuna« 
These carvings may be found in temples all over the country, 
in Chinese work and very dJiferent to ihe Thai style. Their 
origin is a very mundane one. Ships trading from Thailand 
to China in the old days frcqutnlly came back wiiJioiu full 
cargoes and needed b^last to make timm st^aworthy. Tite 
Chinese, apparently Imving a surplus of devils, ward beasts 
and ddornicd stone men, used to supply these as ballast for 
the shi|« and so they came to be used in buildings ad over 
Thailand. 

Our sightseeing for the day was finished—at last, though 
this was only a foretaste of what was to come. Qn many days 
we went to Ijed weary and almost staggering bom faiiguc 
after ciimbiug up and down step aud hillpaths, siumbUng 
over great blocks of stone and mounting staircases in ruined 
buildings, Thailand is full of ruins, some of which arc beauti* 
ful in their decay, tliough odtem are simply Jumbles uf stones 
covering vast arms of land, of no interest to foreigners ex¬ 
cept archacoliDguts or liLsiorums. Naturally the Thais 
great pride in diese ancient remains, and it is right and 
poper that tlicy should do so, 

And so at lost we came to Bangkok. As the sun’s heat 
began to deciine the countryside became mrjre active. 
Lumbering water-bnfTaloes plodded along the toads after 
their day’s work. Others rolled in luxury In mud up to the 
cars dr cooled tliemseivcs in pools and k longs after the hmt 
of die day. Small boys somedma sat on their broad backs 
kicking iltdr heeb into the ribs of the great bc^t$ which, 
with their enormoui spread of terrible horns, looked danger¬ 
ous to a degree but which were in fact os quiet os the domestic 
cattle of England. Ducks tiieralJy covered the poolB with Uiclr 
quacking bodies, beads disappearing under water, stems 
waving in the air iu they sought their cveoing food. Smalt 
canoes filled with rice were pushed along the muddy ditches. 
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In less used spou ptnk and wluie fotuscs and watcr-Qlies 
starred the 'watcr^ 

Abruptly, it seemed, we came to Bangkok, tbrouf b the busy 
strceU of Thonbuii, one of the several old capitals of the 
country, over the rivn^ Chao Fhy'a into die city. Suddenly 
we came from the quiet of the countr>^ile into the glare of 
lights attd the blare of loudspeaken, shouting, yelling and 
thundeong out tunes and speeches in Thai. C^me and 
American, Everywhere bicycles and samlohs wove their way 
frantienUy in and out of the iralBc, disregarding trams and 
cots, whidi in tlidr turn added tlieir clatter and the hnoting of 
horns to the general nmse. Our fust itnpressiom of the main 
streets of Bangkok were of a seething ant's nest of humanity 
weaving in and out and Jostling, running hither and thither 
with no apparent purpose. 

“Have t got to drive the car in tins?’* demanded R. 

**We shall have to try,*' said 1 . *’*Anyliow 1 don’t think it's 
as bad as Rio or Sao Paulo.'* 

We came to the Oriental Hotel on the bonks of tlie river 
and bundled our baggo^ out of the ear. But there was no 
room for lu, Aitliough acconunodatioji had been booked, 
dirough a misunderstanding over posdblc delay's in the time 
of our arrival someone had cancelled our booking. Once 
more Bisdar took iu through the seething moss of population, 
noise and vehicles to the Ratauakcuin Hotel on die other 
side of the city and there we were left to settle oiindvci in 
and await the arrival of our car. 
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A Very Brief Histoiy of Thailand 

Ha VINO aiTivicd at Bangkok^ the prtucat capital of Thailand, 
it ia jierhiips appropriate and indeeit neceisary for atiy 
understanding at alJ of ilic coufitr)'^ that 1 should gitrea very 
brief outline of its origins and history. 

ITic earliest people of which ilitfc is ajny real kDowIcdgc 
who dwelt m tkts^pan of Asia wttf die KWm, bin what 
little h known about them is merely legend and the stories 
handed down from one generation to another have bum 
embcJJialicd as tirnc ivrnt on. 

At lilts period tlic Thais were a people who, originanng 
in Mongduif had gradually moved southwards through tiie 
centuries until they' ocajpied w'hat is now the province of 
Vunnan in Southern Cluna» Hearing repons of the woiidediii 
fertility of tljc Und over the mouniakijt to the souths these 
Thab moved into the northern part of what is now Tliaihind 
mid founded thdr capital ofSiikliatliai, which remained the 
capital of the north until about a.d. It is a ptra^nt 

thought ID reaJl;ifio that the word Sukhothd mcani^ .icoocding 
lo Prince Chub> Happy Thai^\ for the people of the 
country today are mmt ccrtoinly li&ppy Tliais—indeed one 
of the happiest and moat cheerful people 1 Itavc ever etii^ 
countcredn 

Needless 1(1 say^ war. invasinn and conquest made up the 
hbtory of these early days. Smnr wy liie people Itom Laos 
who, again according to Prince Chula, who has studied the 
hbiory’ of liia country deeplyi may ha^-e been ihe nriginal 
Tliab, or the armies of Cambcxlia inviidcd Thailand and 
Occupied it» Sometimes Cambudia came uiulcr the sway of 
* 111 Kn bcKtk Alt Emfm Pfina C^r iVftL 
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the Tliab. The Cambodians liavr ccriainly IciV their mark 
in the country in the lar^ge number of mtminus templej and 
palaces found throughout the Jand. These buildings are 
generally of a tone, whma* I noticed that ramt of die tempics 
aud buddings attributed to the Tltaij thcmaelvo wen; of 
brick conBtruedon plastered over. 

As time progressed and after the capita! hnd moved to 
Ayoithya, the most frcqucui wars were with the Burnioc who 
repeatedly invaded the country on one pretext or anotiter, 
Uic moat amusing being caused by the demantl of tiie Bur^ 
ni(3fc king for a share in the white cltphantH wliith had been 
anvi»ed by the King of Thailand. This was in the middle of 
the d^cteenth century and I should like to quote Prince 
Chula^ to whom I am greatly indebted for much of my in¬ 
formation regarding the history of Ids country: 

“I have ahiady said that with Biifldhism there still tristed 
Brahmanism side by side, especially in royal circles. Accord¬ 
ing to tliai faith, for a monarch to be in poEsessinn of one or 
more white elephants svas a rignof great good fortnne. Any¬ 
one who found a white elephant anywSicre in ihc kingdom 
Iiad to piresent it to the sovereign, for to keep it was treason, 
Tliese animals, of course, were not white; and in Thai we 
do not call them white but atbino. They have white eyes and 
nails, white hair, and patches of pink usually on the hectt, 
trunk and forelegs. They were kept ratlicr as pets and never 
used for any work. Th^ were regarded as sacredi appen¬ 
dage* to the King's majesty, but were not ivorsHpped for 
tlierascivcs. King hi aha Ohakm pat's reign promised to be 
moat auspicious for one white elephant after another was 
found and he soon possessed the unprwcdmird number of 
seven- This number, believed by many to l>r lucky, proved 
the opposite for Maha Chakrjpat and lliaitand, ibr these 
seven wliite elephants were to drag the country into a war 
which waa to last inicrmitiently for twenty years. 

"Up till then war between Tliai I und and Burma, our nefgh- 
IXHii in the west, despite the intervention of Pbrtijgnac 
gtitmcis, was iiimoBi in dir nature of skirmishes. The real 
* [n lib btxik £±i,Wn Aiiw Camr Ifkii, 
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war which now liad as the ofhcial rau^c the jealou^ <rf 
King Tabcng Scliw^d of Bwrma* who Iiad no white 
elephants^ wliiic Malm Cliakntpiit had s^eOp VVhcti the 
Burmese Kiag asked for two, zmd later fborp of these em* 
blcEos of greatness. Malm Cliakrapat politely but firmly 
refused. Tabcng Schivcd invaded Thailand with a vast army 
and reached the walls of Ayuthya without difiiculty as the 
Tliais Jiad concentrated on its defence. Sorties were made 
from the dty^ one led by Maha Diakrapat tdmself, silting on 
the neck of his dcplunh as generals did in ihcsse dayi* Hw 
queen^ Suriyothai, accompaiiled him on another elephant 
disguised aa a man. When the King was involved in single 
combat with a Burmese leader and termed to be m mortal 
danger, the Qiiecti drove her elephant in iKCvvem and her* 
iclf received the fat^ hkm. She has ever since been con¬ 
sidered one of the heroines in our hiatory\" 

Wao and tnigixlics in c% cry country- have frequendy been 
caused hy the smallest incident but this war is surely unique 
and might be termed ‘‘Tlie War of the White Elephants"* 

In due course more of the Thais moved further south and 
established the kingdom of Southern Thailand with their 
cnpitul at Avuthya in a.d^ 1350. Soon afterwards Northern 
and Soutlirm Tlmiland became united and Ayuthya re- 
maiaed the capital of the united kingdom for 417 years, 
diough, dtuing this periods in tlic latter part of the seven- 
teentJi century. King Naral established u second capital at 
Lopburi, partly as n summer residence and partly aa a phtce 
to wlikh 10 retire^ should Ayuthyn fall into the hands of the 
enemy. It wo* not until 1767 that the Burmese^ w*lio Imd 
repeatedly and umiiccessfuUy invaded the country;, succeeded 
in captuting Ayuthya after a long 'iliey then entirely 
destroyed tliedty atvd killed, captured or dis]^tnaxl the in¬ 
habitants H> that tilt potnilmion of the place fell from about 
a million tn less than ten thomajitl p<optc^ NoW'adays the 
mins, which have never been rebuilt. He scattered over an 
area estimated at about forty square niiies. 

After the fall of Ayuthyn the capital was moved 10 Tlion- 
buri on the wcGtcrn bank of the river Chaa Bhraya« but when 
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the prcsmt Chakti d^tuiFty came into power King Rama tlit 
First moved ihe c-^pttal across the river to ita present site, 
Bangkok, wliich fias s^rions akqmaiive names and h known 
to many people as Krungdep. Indeed, 1 was assured when 
we were leaving Bangkok to continue our tour ottlic country, 
that if I had occasion to ask fi>r the road back to the capdtal I 
must use tlic tvord Kmngdep, as the country people w^outil 
not know where X meant ifl asked for Bangkok. 

It was wdth die c^mung into power of tile present Chakri 
dynasty that the modem hijiOEy' ofTliailand may be said to 
begin. General Chakri, who was elected king by the people in 
1782, when bis predecessor was oFHcjally executed by being 
hit on the back of die neck witli a satidalwocd axe so tliat 
tilt royal blood should not be spilt (norma) execution was 
chapping ofT the head ^ritb a sword)i took the title of Rama 
and ail his svicccswre have borne the same mmic. This may 
help to dispel some of die confiision invariably and inc\itably 
found in the minds of visitors like myselC who hear Thak 
talking in one breadi of King Mongkui and in another of 
Rama the Fourdij who was obviously king at the same timr! 
as Mongkiiu In order to sort out this diMctilty I give a list of 
die kings of tl^e Chakri dynasty; 

Rama the First (General Oidcri), 

Rama the Second (fsanuuniorj, 1809-1834.. 

Rama die Third (Chesda or Natigklao—*^TIic King who 
iiils over our Hrads^* the tide which h stilt applii^ 
hy members of the Royal Family to the mgning 
Kitig)^ 1834-1851. 

Rama die Founh (Mongkwt—die hero of **Anna and 
the King of Siam”), 1851^1868. 

Riinta the Fifili (Chuhilongkom—possibly the greatest 
of the Chakri dynasty^ so far), i 368 -i 9 io« 

Rama the Sixth (Vajintvudli). 1910-1935. 

Rama the Seventh (Prajadhipok—abdicated), 1925-* 
1 ^ 35 - 

Rama the Eighth {Ananda Mabidol^muidcrtdJ, 1935- 
1946. 

Rama die Nindi [Bhumlphol AdiindcJ)| 1946- 
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Thv spelling ofThiu namc^ wKcther of persons or tov^p 
prcfienLs great diiEctiliy io EuropcaKS. Wlubt our iilphabct k 
blessed with a bare twenty-sk Jetters with five wweb^ the 
Thai alphabet has no fewer than forty^four coasonantSp 
thirty voweb an<h in addition^ five tones. The consequence 
U that though Thais can clearly dbiingubh minute differ¬ 
ences in pronundafion, many of these arc quite inaudible to 
most western cars. Ovi'ing to tJic diiTereni tones the same word 
pmuDunced with a highi low or medium Inflexion may have 
three entireJy dilTcrent^ amd indeed qidte differcut tueamngs. 
A glance at two or three of the very poor maps of the coimtiy 
which art; the only onc& available^ will show a number of 
diflercni wcsicrmxcd spellings of the same place name, A 
couple of examples—Mukedchan, htukedan^ Mukedeharap 
or simpSy Muk; Umuat Charoon is AOinedmes shown as 
Bung- And so, of course wth the names of people. The name 
of die reigning king, Hb Majest>" Rama the Ninth, is usually 
printed as King BhumiphoJ Aduudej, but by western tongues 
the name is pronounced*‘ Poomipon”, The ktiers and 
'‘N'* seem to me to be pronounced alike. Thus tlic town and 
province of Ubof is proDounced Ubon. "^rhis is all most con¬ 
fusing io die western visitor^ hut noL nearly act confusing as 
Llic Tliai script which derives from Sanskrity as does ttie 
language, and it is ihis inability to transliterate the Sanikril 
wTiting into the Eurtipcan scri p t that is, of course, reapotaiihk 
for a large number of diificiiltiea. Later we, of cour^t had 
tnudi trouhk in enquiring our way about die countryside 
through our complete loabllity to proiiaunee the mmts of 
ihr towns nr vLlIagcft for which we were set king, iu ;% way 
wliicli undetsiood by the lcx:al people, though fircquently 
tf we wTotc the name in wratenn charaeiers it could be read 
by many Thais who with roars ct good-^natured Laughier at 
our ignorance, told us the edrrect pronundarioti. From time 
to time in tliis hook 1 ^lial! mention little difficulties of 
language which cropped up^ imeh as the polite officer who 
wbhrd tD draw our attention to a very' handsome fowl beside 
the road and called it a *^boxing hen”. He went on chuekUng 
10 hinuclf for several days when we laughed at this version 
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of the fighting cock and eKplaiiicd it to hiin. He could! be 
IieanJ muttering to hintsclf and chuckling rs he repeated 
*"fighdng cock, not bo^ng hen'*. 

The same }>oiicc officer pointed out to us a crop growing 
beside die road and s£iid it was “Virginia"^ ^^Tobacoo" we 
corrected and explained the dificrcncc between Virgmin^ 
Tnrldih, Rhodiisian and other tobaccos. He roared with 
blighter ai our explanation and, on finaJly ^"Good¬ 

bye” to us saidj with a chuckle, ^^Tobaccci not ViTginia". 
Wc never uudtrrstoixL die joke! 

Recent Thai hbtory shoAvs a change in the government of 
the country* Until 1533 die monarchy of'ritaiUnd was ab- 
aolutCH In this year a organized by a group of army> 

na^'y and civUian leaders headed by Coloud Phya Pahon 
Ponpayuha Sena took place and a pro^isiona! govemment 
was set up, the leaders pledging themselves to adhere fo the 
principles of (i) independence; (u) internal peace; {Hi) 
economic stability; (iv5 equality; [v) freedom; and (vi) 
<^duc3tioTl* Tilts new regime was organbtd under an 
executive coundi and seoate- A rclircd Chief Justice of 
the Appeal Court, Phya hhmopakorn Kttiihada became 
Chairman of die Executive Committee^ or Premier, iTje 
Provisional Constitution was signed by His Majesty King 
lYajadhipok on the 27th June and on die i^th December 
> 93 ^- 

A year later Coirmdt now General Phya Pabon Ponpayuhii 
Sena found liimsclf itt disagrermeni witli the Pnmner, ax 
Phya Manopakorn Nitithada tu^d extreme conservam^ ideals 
and had csiabtished wliat amounted to a miJd form of 
dictatorship, tending to the rcrurti of the absolute moitarchy. 
The remit ivaz another oMip and on aist June 1935* 
Genera] Phy^i Paiton Ponpayuha Sena was uppointod 
Premier* He was rc-appointed IVcmicr lour consecutive 
times from 1933 to 1938 and finaUy died in 1947* His govern¬ 
ments were democratic and consequently strange to the ideas 
of llie country and during llic early days of his government 
CfJtain peoplci who were advr-rscly affected by the ucw 
ideals, Tebcjled and attacked Bangkok on i^th October 
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1933 k wicH 4 view LO gaining conirol qf the adnuaisiralion, 
Aftcj' a fnur-day batik tlir rcbclw were defeated. 

Tlie change in govemmeni and various disturb-titcet 
obviously affected the King, who retired to England and 
finally abdicated on the and Mardi 1935* He was succeeded 
by Prince Nfahidql^ at that time a schoolboy in Stviticrlandj 
and a Coimcii of Regency' was appointed to govern the 
oounttyv General Phya PaJion Ponpayuha Sena remaining 
Premier. He wns succeeded as Pretnier in by HcM- 
Marshal Pibul Songkliram who, with sevcml gapa, has beta 
re-appointed from time to umc and was Prtioitr during our 
vmt to niailnud- 

llic third <eup d*^tat took place in Novcmbcf 1947, when 
officers of the army, navy and air foree^ with police and 
civil service officials 5 r.i?,td cottcfoi of the administrative 
buJtdilip in Bangkok and efTected a cliange of government 
authorifieSp dissolving Parliamcni and calling for a Cknctni 
Election of Members of tfie Home of Repfescotniives- The 
causes of dlls coup dWaf were said to be government incfR- 
drncy and corruption wliicb caused widespread dJsuncss and 
hardship, 

llicn in February 19491 occurred a mtlier curious Sud¬ 
den l culminating in a clash in Bangkok between the army 
and the na^-y^ but trouble petered out the following 
moailj. 

Now the Constjtudon seems well establishctl with a demo¬ 
cratic form of government3 not unlike our own^ with three 
political parties tuidcr the Premiership of Ficld-Manlial 
Pibul Songkhram and with King Fliumipon Bitting on the 
throne. 

Perhaps a word as to Tliailatul^s position during the late 
war would not be out of place. In 1941 the virtually helpless 
country was trVCTwiiclmcci by the Japanese, and under 
Japanese pressure TliaJland was forced to declare war on 
Briuiin and ihe United States, WliiUt die U.S^A. realized 
that Tliailaiid w as aedng under duress, Greai Britain recog¬ 
nized a state of war with ThaihiTid though it wus known dial 
the Thai Goveramcai was acting under pressure and that 
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the Th;u people were, aa always cxiremely pro-Bridslu In¬ 
deed it was during iha rdgn of Rama die Tltird^ in die first 
hair of die Tuncieenth century, that IJritbh advlitrs and in- 
^tmctoit of many kineb were invited to hdp the Thai people 
in (heir progress tawaneb modern western ideas, and Grcai 
Britain and British people Imvc always tiad a very high place 
in the aflections of the Thais, 

1 look occasion to ask Thais of many elates in diffoent 
parts of the country how they were treated during the 
Japanese occupation of their counljy. As tar as I can gather 
the occupation was a mild onc^ the people being allgiwcd to 
live in their customary ways and carry out ihdr usual avoea- 
dom. From lime to time preflsurt was applied to the govern¬ 
ment to provide vast siims of money reejuireti by the Japan¬ 
ese and dm was of course rdlccied m du: taxes applied to the 
people, nierc were a few atrocities but generally speaking 
Utc occupation passed off peacefully, diough the 'niaiji 
welcomed die British with open arms ai the end of the war 
and the withdrawal of the Japanese. 

Lately, lliailiind lias ^gnin become prominent in the eyes 
of the world owing to the SEATO Conference hdd in 
Bangkok in Febniary 1^55. At this conrerenec i!ic position 
of'nuuland, a modem demoermtic coxintty with a modem 
democratic king, surrounded by countries under the influ* 
cncc orcommunbnt, waa ctcarly r<rcognii€:d and many of the 
nations of the wotUt have pledged (bemsclvcs to go to the 
hdp of Thailand in case of necessity. 
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TiiE Hotel in Bangkok has pretciisiom to being 

a modern hotel We were given a very bed-sittmg room 
with bathroom adjoinmg. It was air^ondidoned and at first 
sight appeared comfortablcH For tbw wc were charged the 
equivalent of nearly ^ a day, not induding meaU. Onr first 
move was to shut off the uirHCondiuotiing which blew an icy 
blast into die chanibtr whltsi the windows ww tightly 
dosed. For some reason the glass was opaque so that otto 
could not see out (indeed I have noticed that most air- 
conditioned rooms have opaque glass in. the windows, though 
wliy 1 cannot under$tand)» Having switched off the icy 
blasts we op>cned the windows to let in some warm air, for 
Bangkok to us was no more tiian pleasantly w^arm at that 
dmc—somewhere about F., a temperature certainly not 
calling for air-condiboning in a bedroom^ 

R- retired to the batliriDom to remove the dual of our day's^ 
motoring. Tliis mom wua huge and tiled witfi a modem 
bath-^tub filled, though I was somewhat surprbed to^ tlial 
only the cold tap coimcctcdp and tht« by means of a 
piece of garden hosc-pipct to the water-pipe on the w^. 
threw her clothes on the floor <rf the bathroom and was soon 
revelthig tn the cool water but a few minutes later 1 heard ai 
yelJ and went in the hailiroom lo find her standing on the 
Boor in a pool of wateri her clothes and batli towel floating 
around her. Having finished her bath she had naturally 
pulled ant the plug to let out the dirty water^ but the 
plumbers had not conncclcd this to an outlet pipe and the 
water flowed out over the floori cvrntuaJly soaking away 
through a email ho!e in the corner^ Whether h mcklcd dowtt 
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the outside of the building, or what happened to it, 1 do not 
know^ but I do know I bzid an indigiumt wife who dcnmided 
a dry towel and sent for the room-boy to dry her "sopping” 
dothes. li seemed a pretty poor show at nearly £8 a day and 
quite unworthy of the nice building and pleasant staff who 
minUtvrrd io our nmls- 

The €ocktaU-faar wsis die equivalent of a refHgcratOfn In¬ 
deed, aU the hotels in Bangkok seem to find it necessary to 
provide baR or dining-rooms with air^ondidonitig tlmt 
redutes the temperature to mch a degree as to make it 
dangerous, and when we had to use one of tlicsc rooms we 
always took the precaution of putting on woolly jackets to 
guard against the probable chill in coming from the warm 
atmosphere outaidc. I am sure that baJrthc stomach troubled 
dwu people sulfer from in Bangkok arc simply chilk, througfi 
tilt abmpL chaage of temperature caused by these idly cold 
nir-condiLioned rooms. Of course poor sanitation, bod water^ 
diseased salad, had fisli, over-ripe fruit and various odier 
tilings are blamed ibr die various illnesses, but I am aures one 
need not look mudi further iLuin thcat alr-condilioiied rooms 
for [he real causes of much sickness. 

The dining-room was open to dir air along one side—a 
piciuafie room iiito which fiew sparrows, who cheekily 
perched on the tables and almost on the hcjids of guests^ 
begging for crumbs and quarrelling among themselves. We 
found them most fascinaitng. On the face of it, mcnui were 
generally a fair copy of the table d^hutc mtnik Co beobcaiued 
in second-class liotda in Europe. The only difficutry was that 
the most interesung coui^ was almost invariably and 
an itifcrior subsdtute was providedn No, on the w-hote I did 
not think mucli of the Rat^ and 1 would like to suggest to 
the directors that tliey sliould send dirir manager or manag¬ 
eress on a touj of some of tlie European or American hotels 
in order that they might nm the Raianakcdn in Uie way in 
which one expects a fimt-dass arid expemive hotel U? be run^ 
or keep tt purely as a good 'ihai hold with no European 
pretensions. I bdieve I am comict in saying iLuu at the time 
of OUT stay the Lady who said she was the manageress had 
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prcx^ualy hctn 3. rni^wLfc (or she told us}, surely mihcr ^ 
pretjliar quulificaLiDj] for the management of a fiti^t-clasa 
hoed in thr capital city of a country, 

Inddcataily we nci^'CT saw a women staying in any hole! 
outside Bangkoki, vddi the oxcepdon of a princess and her 
party who w'cre making a scmi-ofTtcia] visit. 

Bisdar (I no longer caJled him Captain"' for we soon bo 
came on die fHendhesc of terma) had made many arrange¬ 
ment! for tis and the day after otir arrival took us to the 
Royal Palace of Bangkok^ where an official of the Royal 
Household. Cha Reng Nganradmiir look m roujid and gave 
us permission to take cini Jilms ai weU as sdli photographs, 
a privilege not normally extended to ihe vidting public. 

I fmd it extremely dilEcidt to describe the Palace. It is 
almost u walled cityi i:overing an area of about a scjUixre 
mile and filled with marvellous buildings sind temples of 
lovely and coloiirfuJ architecture^ decorated with beautiftii 
carvings and inlaid porcdain and cmbelluphed with gigantic 
and brightly coloured devils, to guard the entrances. Stone 
]ioii$ and dragons and d\mr& and figures of all kinds ^tand 
in. the courtyards. 

Tlic rools of the buildings intrigued me coniidcrably. The 
eav» sweep up in receding overlapping derfl^ wiih green and 
red tiles r.lim hiiig to the ridges and gables decorated with 
fabulous dragons and mythj^ ht^is. Unthir the eaves of 
the templra hang tiny bells which tiukJe in die brcc^^e. 
TTu-oiigb open gatet and ddighiful archways one glimpsa 
ornate buddings and colonnades supported on gilt colunin$j 
whilst t!ie spires of pagodas rke above the buildings and the 
green leaves of bo trees and banyans offer patches ofgniteftil 
shade. Stone and marble paved courtyards lurround the 
buildings and at each turn a Iresh vista of beauty arises. The 
whii^le place Is a mmt of lovdinras in which nil the colours 
of die rainbow vie with the gilding of statues and columns. 
Porticos and lintels of carved stone or ^vood or porectainp all 
gaily and beautifulty coloured and exqubilc in their detail, 
delight the eye at every turn. The w^holc place is a fan* 
tastlc mass of beauty, beauty of design p beauty of colour and 
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beauty of sound through Xht fain* sighing of the wind in the 
trees jtml the tkiLling of the trmpic 1>dls- 

I hajtity rctncTiibcr ^hidi buiTding^ \vc visited and cimny 
of the details which we I simply have a. confused 

memory of more bci^uty tlian 1 have ever seen in such a 
area before—a beauty which needs a week* a month or a 
year to study rather than a few houi^ which were largely 
taken up, any ho in ohtaltiing photographs to recall the 

Icvciinm to our eyes after had gone, I may say iliat R* 
and 1 Iiad every inicntiGn ofreturmng without our frieiidly 
guides and simply bad ling ov.tscWc$ in die light and colour 
of tile paUcCt but diing3 happened which piCTcnted our 
carrying out this idea. 

1 sliaU not attctupi to describe the various biitldings one 
by one* In ihr first place, as I have said before, dus is not a 
guide-book and in die second place my impressions, as 1 
hope 1 have conveyed, are not at aJl etcar as to detail; in my 
mind is the impression and memory of the great beauty of 
one of the rare spots that surpass imagination and more than 
fuinn anticipation; one of the places in the world which 1 
want to rc^isii- 

But certain things siAnd out. Hie wonderful halt of tlie 
Qiakri Palace built in tiie UalJan style after the pLmd of a 
British arcliiicct* with a glorious roof of pure Thai style and 
inside it the magnificeni ibronohaJI^ Is an abidmg memory * 
as la the lovely Dush Maha Prasad, one of the jewels of 
modern Thiii ardutecturei in which ilic King receives the 
ambassadors of fortign faowers^ The paiettings of Thai 
trionarclis and loyaltira were of tremendDUK interest (o me* 
1 do not think they can be called fine paintings hut they did 
show the ceremanial and other costumes during the period 
of the Chakri dynasty, I want to visit iliem again and spend 
more time therc^ ^Fhen the Bois^tl Daksin where the corona* 
tinn of the King takes place* with its wondetfu) thmtic and 
the gorgeom pavilions in w'bich the King appeal^ bchne tlic 
public on these occa»ons, stands out in my meniory. 

But die Wat Plus Kco* or Temple of the Emerald 
Buddha* is perhaps the jewel of the place and Vuithln it is the 
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uio&c m fTcd im^gt of Huddlui m the v^holt or TbaiJiiiid. 
Outside the building^ at tfirer of the entrances^ arc palr& of 
huge demons covered with eolourcd glazed dies* Inside^ en¬ 
throned under a golden canopy near the cop of a gorgeously 
decorated gill altar, sits tlic Buddlta known as the Phra Keo 
Marakot^ This is not always open to the public and the im- 
presalvenra and beauty of the scene was all the more mdent 
owing to our being die only people in dm temple at the time 
wlien we saw iL 

This, the Emerald Buddhap is not cut from an enonnous 
emerald, as some people suppose, but has been carved rrout 
a fingie piece of flawlm, translucent jasper. It is about two 
feet high and wears vcstmcitits and head-dresses of pure gold 
studded with jewels* These vestments are eJianged three 
dmes during (he year, different garmenis being wom during 
the rainy* the cold and the hot seasons. The change of vest¬ 
ment h regarded as such an impon^nt and holy occa^Dn 
that the King himself attends in order to carry out tliia 
cerctnoiiy. Normally the lluddha may not he phoiographed^ 
but 1 am happy to be able to ihow' a picture of the image in 
one of Uic co^lumci. Tradition $ay$ that iltc Buddha w-as 
rarved by the Ring of tlie Gods for Nagaiena^ a fam ous 
religious teacher in India, hut more probably it witi carved 
by a Greek in the north-west of India, lIjc stone itself coming 
from the Gaucasus. [| h of tremendous aiuit|ujty and its 
wanderings can be (raiccd from India to Ceylon arid tlicnce 
to Burma. At it reached Chiang Rai in Northern Tluiibnd 
and thence gi^duiilly came south to Tampang, and from 
there in A.n* [4GH was moved to Chiang Mai. Gradually it 
worked ita way $Quth frtim temple to temple until the fit?t 
king of the present dynasry brought tE to Bangkok from 
Thonburi and had the lovely Wni Phra Keo built 10 house 
the holy image. Nowaday's it is not only revered aa tlic 
holiest image in Tliailaud hut its destiny, in the popular 
view, is bound up wiih the wcli-bcing of the kingdom* 

At the 1 >asc of the altar stand various smuU models nf tret^ 
built of gold and diver formerly aeni as tribute to the Thai 
rulers by vassal princes in Laos and Malays when these 
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parts of south-rafit A^ia were under the sir2erainty of‘ITiai- 
land. Ai the side? of the altar Are life-size goldea ^tatuies 
holding' gilt figures representing flic Gautama Buddha in hi& 
princely vestments before he toot lo a life of asccpcism. They 
were presented to the temple by Kings Rama the First and 
Second* 

In doisters surrounding this temple arc a tremendous 
series of wall paintings repn^^oiting scenes from the Rama- 
yana, the great qaic of Hindu litcrattire. In Lheue pictures 
one can sec portrayed all the stories and Legends of the old 
gods, and the battles between the Indiana and the people of 
Ceylon. Ah sorts ofquaint detail add to the mtercst^ Hanu- 
man Lying across ihe straits to forni a bridge between India 
and Ceybn; the Monkey God helping Rama in all sorti of 
different ways; buttles between gigantic oppering fortes 
with squadrons of elephants fighdng on eitlicr ride. One 
picture depicts Rama, accompanied hy his squire in tiic 
howdah on the elephant^s back. Beside the squire are an 
enormous oolkccion of weapons of all sorts. Tools like the 
5l!3ishcn used tor trimming English hedges, pronged forks 
like those associated with our Irgends of the devil, straight 
spears for ttabbing, hooks for hiiuling the opponent off die 
hack of Ills elephant—ull arc dciirly shown and one could 
imagine Ranta in the hdght of luittle shouting to his iquire, 
^Tland me my slasher'* or '“Wterc h my prodder?". and the 
squire obediently Acleeting the right tooh like a enddy picking 
a dub from a golf-bag. In-rvereut^ perhaps^ but this b Itow it 
itruck me on looking at this picture. 

Everywhefe one looks wtiliin the palace enclosures are 
scone image* of drugoixs, lions and demote brought from 
China as baUast Iti the holds of tliipo trying with that 
country, 

Inridc the buildings arc marvellous mosaics and inJay 
work, (carved marble overiaid with silvTr and gold, gold gods 
and lotuses, slim pillars twined with cariTiJ vines—at! the 
crafl of eastern workmen embellishing the temples of thdr 
gods and palaces of thdr Inngs^ 

Ttie Royal Palace is iilfitory in stone and beauty in modier* 
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of-pearl, porcelain and gold, A n,rvn'*lt>*be-forgiliten place- 
and one in whldi lo meditate ob t!ic artisiic glories of the 
country. 

It is not, itou'evor, in the Royal Palace alone that bcauiihil 
buildings are to be Ibund. On the opposite side of the river 
the Wat Anin, or Tentple of Dnwn, towers nearly ^50 feet 
into the sky in a magnificent pyranudal pagoda, dcconttcd 
layer on layer and tier upon tier witli china cups ;uid 
saucers, an cxinrmely lovely and novel effect. Beside it is a 
smaller temple guarded by the ine\i:iabte gigantic tiled 
demons, which had such an enormous fascination for me. 

Also opposite Lise Royal Palace, but this tinuc away from 
the river, i$ liie Wat Po. Tills again was one of the many 
buildings begun by Rama the First when he moved Uie 
capital to Bangkok and indeed practically all the best build* 
ings, with tile very notable exception cf tiie hfarbk Temple 
(Wat Benchumabopitr) date from this period. It has been 
added to and restored at various times during tlic rdgns of 
Rama the Tliird .md Ptfdi, but alibougli some people say 
that it represents all that is worst in I'hai arthitocture, to the 
casual and ignorant visitor, like myself, it is one of the most 
Interesting and beautiful cf them all. Its great ckuni to fanic 
is a colossal image of the reclining Buddha built in the reign 
of Rama the Third, more then too ycois ago. The image Is 
ov'cr 160 feet long and foay-five high feet, the whole being 
covered widi gold*lcaf. Buddlia is represcnirtl as lying on 
his side supporting his head with his right haiwl whilst the 
left arm lies uloz^ the body. It is said to represent Buddha 
cDtemig Nirvana, which he did in 54^ b,c,, according to our 
reckoning. (It may be worth noting that most of the dalca 
given in Tliatland ore according to the Buddhist year. For 
example, tins Christian year of ^.n. tit the Buddhist 
year 9498, and untU this ts realized dates of temples and 
other buildings or bistorical facts are opt to be mthn' con¬ 
fusing, Hie Qtristian date may always be obtained by sub* 
ttmeting 54g from the BuddliUt dale). One tiny detail of this 
Buddha i$ the beautihil decora lion in mother-of-peort on 
die lotcs of die cnotmoMS feet, whilst the floor and pedestal 
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OH tvhjch the image redines are beautifiul with moat Intcr- 
esdng inlay work of flowers, fisiia and animak. 

One curious thing Jo the Wat Po, misseti by many, is ihr 
assembly of medical axioms and diagnuns. Near die m trance 
to the outer (»artyard art a collection of figures portraying 
most grapbicaliy various aches and pains, with directions for 
thdr cure and in two of the rooms to the left of the courtyard 
is a veritable textbook of hiimiin anatorny engraved on the 
cornices. Rows of skeletons drawn in black on the white 
marble have arrows pointing to various parts of the body. 
By means of these diagrams die monks used to teach dieir 
pupils the an of medicine for it was one of die earliest medi¬ 
cal schools of Tliailand. 

One of die figures is being viotendy tick; another has a 
pain in the chest; but perhaps the most ammiug b under¬ 
going Tliai massage, lib legs being pulled almost out of joint 
whilst ho glares at the masseur with a mixed expressioo of 
pain and fury—a mi»t Uuriguing tadiibstion. 

1 have left to die lust the wonderful Marble I'cmple, or 
W'at Bcndiiinuihopitr, which memts the temple construcieti 
by die fifth king of die dynasty, i.e, ChuJaJongkorn or Rama 
the Fifth, Chuiaiongkom intended to follow the ancient 
ctiitom of the Thai kings and to erect new temples to com¬ 
pensate for the loss of the old ones whidl might Fall into dis¬ 
repair by decay or be destroyed by wars. Bui he wisely 
decided, that instead of adding to numl>cr of already 
numerous wats iu the country he wxmld spend his money on 
one single large temple which he would decorate elaboraiety 
and mi^c the most beautiful in the kingdom. T'le aceordlagiy 
employed artists and architect of note under Prince Navi- 
aaranuvnttivongs, who used an undent Tliai design adapted 
to Uie needs of the site. To my mind this is tlie jewel of them 
all, titough it was oidy buill during the reign of CbulaJong- 
kom at die end of the nineteenth century’. In the words of die 
guide-book: “li b a fine example of modern That art and 
was conitrutted with choice matcriab; Italian marble, 
Chinese glased tiles, etc." Thb gives no tdeii whatsoever of 
the beauty of die building. As one comes through the cn- 
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RHficc gaicWiiy a large oounyartl lies in finrnt of the 

leraple, which has a white marble ^ni and a porch 3 Ui>‘ 
ported by four white marble pitlaia and guarded by tw 0 
sitting marble lions. A white marble baliuiriidc rum along 
the IVtmt of the temple. A flight of steps leads to a beautifully 
proportioned and carved doorway, the porrh, itsdf being of 
the typical Umi dc:siga of roof, superimposed upon roof each 
gable flotshed with a curving horn, the whole being tiled with 
red tiles edged with white stone. The detail work in the 
gables and porch is intricate and beautidtUy coIouredL tn*' 
side is the chamber containing a gilded image of Buddha 
with a series of staiiied’‘glaffi windows, extremely unccirmnoa 
in TliajlandL, presented by Prince ChillHl. After passing 
tlirmigli the side porch one coma into a marhle courtyard 
surrounded by lovely cloisters. In thsc doistets, or coveted 
galleiics, have been placed a collection of imaga ofBuddha, 
Gomc of them origin^, some of diem copia of other famous 
figum in different Huddhixt countries. These were collected 
by Prince Damrong Rajanuhhab. In order to obtain 

unifomiJty he, of course, wtRhrd to find hnages of sintilar 
aiaa so that some of the originals were brought to 'rhaiiand 
fhsm IbrdgD countries os they were found, but other beautifiil 
and noted Buddlias w'cre too small to compare ruvourably 
witl) the rat and enlarged copies of these were cast in hrooze, 
various pris-atc people taking the responsibility of having 
the castings made and presenting them to the King as on act 
of religious merit. It look many years to collect tJioc filly- 
two imagea, and the last one was only placed in position in 
the year of King Chulolongkom^s death. 

A study of Uie^e statues lielps a great deal In the undci^ 
standing of the meanings of the various po^ons in which 
Buddhas arc Ibnnd about die country. Thus n standing 
Buddha with his right hand held up and the index lingcf 
bent forward shows Him in the atdrude of teaching; though 
sometimes the teaching Buddha has both hands raised and 
the index fingers and thumbs wiUi their dps touching. 'I'o 
invoke victory Buddha sits with one kg crossed above the 
other, the right Iiond rmsed and Bngets curled ferwand. 
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Thb atiinide b somtrLimcJ B-aificd in a bordo' of sti^k^ 
The most usual imeig^ «^n ihmughoui the country shows the 
Buddha sitting witlv the left forearm and upturned hand 
resting on hk cro^s^rd kgs, his other luind lying over hii 
righi knee. This is the attitude efsubduing Mnrsu” Another 
common pc^tion k the standing Buddlia, where he holds 
the right hafid raised, palm outwards^ and forbids his rela¬ 
tions lo fi-ght one annUicr- TIico of course tliere is Buddha 
cro$s-Icgged in the aLLitude of mcdiatloD, his tumdi folikd 
one oil the other. There are many otiicf attitudes auil a de¬ 
tailed study of the stama found in the galkiriEa of Wat 
Bench amabopitr b well ivorth while. 

In every way tiic Marble Tciupk is lovely and intejmEing 
and in my opinion ia one of dte few buitdinp in the wtirkl to 
compare witii die wxiiidcrful Taj Kfalml in IndU. 

Of course one could go on E^peaking of tite beautiful wats 
and other buildings in Baagkokj the Houses of Parliament;, 
the huddled and ciuttered and almost derelict buildings of 
t!ic old city;; the new buildings wJUi their very modem 
architecture, surrounding the Raianakotitt Hocci; and the 
almost luturistic Monunieot to Demoemry. In and about 
the city run Uie itioiigs or canals of Bangkok with ilieir teem- 
ing river life and houses built not only down to the water's 
edge but aciujilly over hanging the water* with roored-in 
boat! where countless iJioujancU of people live, the whole 
made colourful by pilef of fruit and orictitid ptt?dui:c, coco- 
uuE palms, bougainvillta and liamr of the forest which occupy 
every vacant spot of Und. The whole network of waterways 
winds and twists from die nuim river all tlimugh the city of 
Bangkok. No wonder it b known as the Vejiict of the Ea$t, 
1 have no lime to do more than mention ihc very up-ii> 
date and efficient Chublongkom hospital^ or the university 
where the Rector, who is also deputy Prime Minister, Air 
Vice-Marsha I Muni Vrjayanj gave ua lunch. Thb university 
alone has 3,300 tcudents, 45 per cent of whom are w-omcn. 
Most of tlie prolcssors arc llutis but there arc a frw foreign 
instruCUirs^ particularly in ctiginccring. "rbcrc b one alight 
' Th£ Prince uf Dor Iomw. 
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difFcrvnce to Brituli univeisidcs and that is that though tlic 
fulldcgm coufse takes four years, ai^er two ytan,studcnti 
are not thought promising enough, they only continue their 
course for tluee yean, after whidt they get a diploma in-' 
ftead of a degree. Altogether there are sue univositjes in 
Thailand alt of them in Bangkok, but some of them deal 
with only one faculty, for example modidne or teaching. 
Many of the professors, though Thais, have taken their 
degrees in English or American universities as wdi as in 
Thailand. 
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Snakes 


Befcjkc I stop writing of some of (he things wjuch amazed 
and delighted us bi this interesting city, 1 must menuon the 
tnjLy horrible snake farm, the Pasteur Institute, which is 
doing so much for the cure of snake bite and disease, not only 
in Tliailand but throughout soudi-east v\sia. The Director, 
Dr. CitaJoem Puranananda hiinscllf was good enough to tcJl 
me a good deal about tlie Institute, wtudi Is sljnilar to tiie 
one 1 have seen M Butautan outside Sao Paulo in BraziJ, or 
tlic one in South AfHca, Dr, Qiaioem told me that the 
Institute buys any snakes tiiut arc brought to him, potiorv' 
ous or othLTwise, The pobonoua snakes are kept for the ra- 
tmetiod of venom, which is used for the treatment of snake 
bite and certain otlier diseases. The non-poisonoua ones 
serve ,is food for the king cobms. or hamadryads, which are 
cannibals. The consequence is (Jiat farmers irom aft over the 
country arrive with Sacks or bags containing hundreds of 
snakes of alt kinds, knowing that tticy have a ready market. 
The farmtra make a good thing out of die coffee don of these 
reptiles, for tlie Institute wifi pay a bhat (about 4d.J for a. 
Email luirmfrst soiikc which may be used as food, up to a,ooo 
bhats for a EBeen-lbol long king cobra, tliougli the average 
price for this breed of snake is about floo bhats. Small black 
cobras, equaify poiionniis, fetch abniiL lo bfiats eadi, Somo' 
limes farmers will depart from the Ttrstitule having dumped 
their catch atid received sevcriil thousand bhats on the spot 
for tlicir work. This policy is a good one; in addition to pro¬ 
viding tfic Insthiite witfi the snakes from which the much 
needed serum Is obtained, it Is afro gradually ridding the 
ccpuntry of these pests. 
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After cxtracring tlie vcnoin, which 1 wilt describe lAticr, 
the iiquitl is dried out iiod the cr^la^ which r emain turc 
treated to various ways lo produce the semm. Iti this liotses 
play an imponant part and a number ol' them arc kept at 
tlic Institute aud from time to time are injected with small 
riuaiititim ot the crystallised venum. Subset) ucntly small 
quantities of blood arc taken froiii the homes and rmtn this 
the cumtis'c scrum is made, Nowaday? a snake bite is not 
necessarily as fatal as it w;o befure the scrum treatment w-as 
bttiughl into beings. The Director told me that if a pemon 
suffering from snake bite t$ alive when brought to the In¬ 
stitute, or one of the other fkjo dispensaries in the ooumry 
whidi carry supplies of serum, the life Can almost invariably 
be saved. Ihough it» impossible to say how* long it lakm for 
a person to die of snake bite, as (his depends so tnucli on the 
quantity of \'ciiom injected, the type of make, the physical 
conditions of the person bitten, the pcnhioti of the bite and 
to on, the average period intervetung between the bite and 
death it somewhere round three to sut houra, though if the 
snake’s fangs strike into a vdn death will occur within ■ 
mailer of miniiLea. 

Snakes are found ihroiighaut Utailand, the black cobra 
being common and the banded kratt, the king cobra and 
various vipers abounding in different parts. Rice p^tddirs are 
very favourite hannu of snakes liiirl it is while harvesting 
rice that most people arc bitten. 

The Queen Saovabha Institute, which is the correct name 
for tliis snake farm, usually known as the Pasteur Institute, 
distributes the venom it colleeis to over 6oo dispensaries in 
rhailand and also sends quantities of scrum to snrruundjtig 
countries in south-east A^, so Uiai in every way it is an 
inlcmattomd undci*takiiig of immm%c value to this patt of 
the world. Queen Soovabha was tltc Qtiecn of King Chuhi'' 
longkoni and the Institute is the companion of the Chula- 
bngkom Hospital 

The things to remember tf you are bitten by a snake are; 
to apply a tourniquet above the bitc{ not to drink aknhot; 
and of cuitne to a dispensary as quickly as possible, 

68 


SHAKES 


bdit^ng ivi(h you Jbr snake that made the bite or, anyhow, 
a good deseription of it itt Offler that tlic ccmtcf stutim may 
be itsed, 

Vbiton arc allowed U> tee the snakes at almost any time, 
but twice » week on Tuesdays and Thursdays are die big 
occaSKTiu when ihe snakes are fed and venom extracted. 

FeccUng snakes appears to be just about as daiigemus a 
proceeding os rxtnicting their venom. The snakes arc kept in 
pits, one pit for the banded kraits, another for black cobras, a 
third for king cobras, whilst tlie Russell's vipers and other 
small poisonous snakes arc kept in cages in a co^^red build* 
ittg. On feeding days two or three assisuuits go into the pita. 
TJicy wear titick rubber knee-boots but no other pimection 
whatesTT, Tlic liands, in particular, must be left free as it it 
vital dutt the man handling the snakes should have no ob- 
itniction to the sense of much or movement of Ids fingers. 
Our nun stands by with a bottle of milk and a glaai tube 
whilst an assistant picks up a banded kroit, black with 
yellow bands like a wasp and five or six feet long. Sometimes 
lie will seiEc it by the tail, but more generally, as the snake 
moves, he will take his opportunity and quietly move Ids 
hand down and take the snake by the back of tlic neck. 
Whilst it writhes in his hand he will plmre his foot on Us tad 
and hold tlic snake vcrttrally whilst ihe feeder fills a glass 
tube with milk which lie thrusts into tlic gaping ja%vs of the 
make and down its throat, allowing the liquid to run down 
into the stoniach, Tlic handler, still keeping a grip at the 
back of the head, then seuics it with Liis other hand tower 
down the body and throws it into a watcr-fiilcd moat wliich 
surrciunds the pit and proceeds to coidi the next snake. 

'lltcse banded kraiu are sonic of titc most poisonous makes 
in the world. *lhcy absolutely refuse to feed whilst in cap¬ 
tivity lo they have to be treated like the Knglish suifragettes 
and forcibly fed to keep ihein alive. 

A similar procedure is gone through with the black cobras, 
anything from three to five or six feet long. Ilicse soakes 
seem more active thao the knu'ts and considrrabty more care 
hill to be exercised in handling them, Tlic sd^ted snake 
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luually realJ'/es it is ^ing lo have a meal bui docs not Hfificar 
in llte least gmteru] Tar it. I1ie forc^part of (he body rears: up 
a lixjt Of more froni the ground* the snake swells out the 
famous Ij«k 1 of the cobra, the forked tongue darts in and out 
of the jaws and ircquently the snake strikes savagely ai its 
would'tje captor. Usually the strike is on the lower pan of 
the Irg, which is protcctctl by a duck rubber boot, tiuictly 
and culmly die catcher awaits his opportunity. Somntinus a 
particularly malcilraot snake will wind in and out oi hh 
striking repeatedly anti darting al hb hand as he bends 
down to take it. Then the nutnwll await the right niomeiu to 
place his nut^read fingers and the palm oT hb hand on tJie 
soakers neck, pressing it down to the ground and tcliiJiit in 
this posiuou he get* his grip on the skull, tiil'mg it up to re¬ 
ceive die indignity of tbrcibic feeding, after which it is wist 
away into the moat. 

In the third den arc the giant king cobma, some of them 
over twenty feel long. Tliese ore cannibals arul will Bometimes 
fight among themselves, die vktorr swallowing its opponent. 
In addition to being in the sunken concrcU: pit Uiey .ire 
penned witldn wire enclosure* with heavy rf»6 to prevent 
liieir escape. The handler opens the rotufatid steps in amongst 
these cnonnous and deadly rcpnEcs. He sciant one by the 
tail, gives it u sliake to prevent it striking and draws U nut uf 
the cage, dtopjiing it on 10 the floor of the den outside, at 
the same time watching the others in cose oirattack. At legist 
two people are needed to handle the king cobra; it li long 
and thick and strong, but in due course is firmly gripiwd by 
the neck and the second man holds it* body about iwo- 
thlrds of the way down. Then, whilst it writlics and struggles, 
its jaws are forced apart by the squeezing of the finrt man’s 
fingers and t lic feeder produce* lumps of raw mcai, held in 
euuruious forceps, which he ram* uuo the snake’s jusit )Uid 
pushes w'cll down its throat. The man liotduig the head, with 
his spare hand massage* the lump of meat dervi'u Lite body 
of the snake, Tlicn a second and a third hiinp of mrat is 
given, sometimes more, each lime bring mnssag^ down wed 
into the body, after which die reptile i* thrown into tite moal, 
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lA/hcTc tC swims ronod widi ia licad welt out of the water 
looking %’ctiomQujJy lh)m right to tell as though ss^tclung 
for an opportunity to striiic at its lormenlora or af the cinqlc 
of faces peering down from above, as an interested and usually 
horror-stricken audience gazes fascinatectly at the proceedings. 
I have said that the king cobms are also fed on snakes. Tliese 
are just Uirown into tlic den and eaten by the cajtmlbali. 
Rats and &og:s brought in by Gtrmcrs are given to the ordinary 
black cobras, 

'file eictraction of venom follows much die same procedure 
as the freding of rhe snakes^ only when the jaws ar^ forced 
open by the handler^ the other asskiant plact^ a shallnw 
drrubr glass bowl inside die jaws and presses the poison 
sacs at the root of the fangs. The venom runs through the 
point of the hollow tooth <m to the glass^ It is a viKoiis, pale^ 
Iciokipg liquid. After the selected snakes have had didr 
venom cxlraeted die glasses ore faken^ each with its toad of 
venom, up to the laboratory lo have the liquid detracted so 
that titc crystals may form and in due course be used for 
die pnKl notion of the life-saving smuu tom the Itor^ 
icdjLTcd in the grounds of this chamber of hortors. 

1 may be asked if the as^iittanEs are ever bitten, Tiie answer 
is “ Vf^ occastonaliy, but vciy rarelyj tltey are loo ddUed in 
the handling of makca.” 'Iliere have, however, cot only been 
biid but deaths ftom snake bite, probably owing lo the 
fangs striking a veiOf among ilicse hrave men who work in 
the cause of health. 
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Bangkok Incidenls 

Op course, other ihin^ liappcucd to us in I}anp;kok besides 
wiuideruig about temples imd %*isitiiig snaltc farms. For ex- 
ample, on the night of our airival Disdar asked us to diimtr 
and ill die same dine told me that a mesaage had oiTTVcd 
diat the car was at Prachuap but could not be sent through 
to Bangkok. It was suggested that we should go by train (o 
Fraclmap on the fallowing day to collect die car and llicn 
motor back to Bangkok over the same road which we had 
already covered with Bisdar. There sccmwl nothing for it and 
1 perforce agreed. 

Diimcr was a very' hupjiy [larty, We sat in one of the 
pavilions of Chakraboogse House, Piijice Chula’s town irai- 
dence on the bank of the river, to drink our cocktails and 
diat. Tlicre we met Hii Estccllcncy Nai Kemchart, die lender- 
Secretary for Foreign Aliair$| Mr. Jolin Taylor of the 
Briiinh Embassy; Luang and Madame Piotob, he l>idng one 
of the best-known taw>'m in Bangkok; Nai and Madame 
Frawut Sukum (Dirccior-Generai of Industry); and Noi 
Tawcoddlii, a piomineni moiiuiit nf the country. All these 
people were interested in our projected journey. Most of 
diem had motored a good deal in the country and knew 
vuriouft part*. ITiey all gave us a deal of good advicr 
and icrionsfy asked whether we did not think we were too 
old for such a journey, Kow old? I was slxty-onc on 
25 May They all undoubtedly thought that we 

could not possibly manage it; in fact my politely 1 was 
told we liad bitten ofl'morc Uuin we could chew. Needleta to 
say R. and 1 laughed at them and said we were used to 
motoring in rough country and would do our best to get 
round, klelp was prnntiscd from all quarters and in the midst 
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of much Icg-puUitig and good-natured banter we wemt lo the 
dinncr^table on the tawn outside, fn a !ovt4y setting nf 
palim and tropioul shrubs, wiili electric lights glowing in die 
trve»,i we sat touiod the table laden with all Uie various dtshirs 
wiiich go to make a good Thai dinneri soup, of course, sweet 
duck in small pieces, bin of fyh Enara the Hver» all sorts of 
vegetablins, curry, riccj rnsgmems of chickcH, fruit of all sortsu 
During dinner our host, was called away. He 

came buck smiling broadly. 

hiive gilt a nussage for you,” he said. 

‘■^Gwd Heavens/* 1 said, ^'what^i happened novv?^' 

"'Oh/* said Bts^fp *'dic Governor of Pradiuap h.-a got 
bus)^ You won't liavc to gp back there, after all. The car h 
on iis svay xo Bangkok/' 

I was very- rcbcvcd; I hate going bsick on my fwtsteps. 
Next day we were awakened early in the morning, before 
3 a.m^, by die bhiring of bands over die loudspeaker^ and the 
roar of tanli eonceritrating in the park nearby- Sleep was 
hopeless and to the oecornpaniuitmi of die thundcniii^ uoi^ie 
of Thai, AmCTifHSiii and Englisli tunes we dressed and opened 
ihc windows of our opacpic-glazcd, air<otidiUoiied room ti> 
watdi I lie troops concentrating for die royal review which 
was to ntke place dmt day, Thb was Army Day in Bangkok 
and Bbdar had armhged for invilalionfi to be sent m us from 
die CommaTidcr-iti-Chicf tn witness tlir review. 

Kaihcr rudely perhaps, but in common, I think, with most 
other western pKiplCi I did not expect to tee much of a 
ceremony. I ratlier expected to see some badly equipped 
troops slouch by, their ragged ranks showing u lack of dlsd* 
pline and their vcliJclcfi showing want ofcarc, I do not know 
why we should always have diis idea about other armieSt 
but I ihitik it is a very u5ual frame of mind aniorig us. 

We walked from the hotel to our scats in a pavilion fadng 
die brood avenue along which the troops w^otiM marchi 
taking our placet by eight o^clock, Ilii Majesty arrived in a 
yctloAV Rolls Boyce Hying the Royal standards about nine 
o'clock and tlien ihc irooiia started to roll by. Meat of them 
came from the Bangkok area and a fair santple of all the various 
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arms sind branches of the army "kvere on parade; ftaif-trnck 
vehkl«t armoitrcd vehicScs. sdf^propclted guiii. modem 
lorry bath of tjfoops, anti-aircraii gtms^ anibubiice^ 
ricld-kitcheiiiSn—all tlie paraplicrnalia of modem war rolled 
by, Biii they did not just roil by. they passed with perfect 
prrasion, tank dressing by tank and keeping its distance 
frowi those in front and behind; lorry loads of troops in ex- 
colltni fanriationt rvery soldier with hi^ arms folded sm^irtly 
on hh rJirjt and hjoktng straight ahead,. iii>i ^ face turned lo 
look at die Crowd, apparently tioi. an i:ye winking itt they 
rolled by, Ever)*^ anti-aircraft gun had its barrtrt at the same 
angles the self-propelled gima were polished to the last 
degree. And then at the end came the murcliiiig inEintry, 
bands playing, rank after rank stepping out amartly, iruvrching 
in It style that I had not seen brforc, a cross Ijctwcrn the 
ordinary- infaiitiy' pace and the goosMtep, each foot slapping 
down firmiy on the road; tliou$ands of feel beadng the route 
^ one with a precision which would have done credit to 
the Brigade of Guards, In tlic mardting ilioinand$ were 
munitlotix and weapons coming Ironi tlic Irom 

France, from Sx^^f^cn, Ifotn Swluscflandp some products of 
American aid to soulh-ea^t Asia, some procured from other 
countries with funda provided by tlic Aincrieous, but nearly 
all Uic equipment was in one way tu another provided 
through American help. 

Whilst the troop mxuxhcd by small aheraft flew overhead 
til perfect formations of three, noi to show the might of the 
Tliai Air Force but dropping slicrwcrs of flower buds and 
petals on the route and on die spectators watching the review. 
Time after time these aironift flew over, the peuis twinkling 
in the brigfn sunshine as they fell and then, as a symboli 
miniature parachutes carrying tiny dummy soldiers wcire 
dropped, just a Auggcaiion of what might be done iu tlic event 
of ivi±r. The King, nf course, spoke to Ills troop* though 
needless to say we could not undersxiuHt a word os it came over 
the loudspeakers. Tlicii he drove by, sia tiding erect in a jeep, 
CATTyitig a gold baton tn hl^ handi to review the tiuia&i-d 
tioop standing in formailou nearby, 
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csimr aWjty aAcr this parade rather ihoughilbl 4iuid 
itiadr fuily nviurr that Utailiind ikS'DuIcI dtfideefy he ahte iCt 
lake her own part m the event nfan attempt by surtoundmg 
cnpntrics overthTOW her gsjvmunciit and bring Iilt be^ 
hind fhc Iron Curtain. 

Ahrr lunch we collected our car. ^Vc paid 2,539 bhats for 
its carriage rmnt P^dang Besar to Bangkok^ itgainst our 
wishes- It took twelve men to work out tJic <?ost, sitting round 
inbles in the good-shrds with several abacuset (is that the 
right pliiraJ for abacus?) which In Thm arc called *‘iu 
The abacus is the thing we hnd In some of our old'^rashioiicd 
Icindcagarien sdiools; a frame in which a number of baJb 
are threaded on wina and on wlueh die very young are 
taught to eounh In Thaiiand there is no question of being 
taijgld to coiinij but with almoit incredible speed the manj- 
ptjlatf^rs fiip the b:i]li h^^ckwards and forwards doing nddi^ 
tion. suhfrairtifinp mtildptic^Eion and dimion almost at the 
same time and producing an occtiraic result (ar sooner dioti 
I could work it out on paper. Several people at different times 
tried to show us how the abacus works^ but i am airaid 
and i were too stupid to ondecstand it. 

W’e took the car from the station and parked it in the 
garage at Chakrabongse Uouscp for nciLhcr R* nor I cottld 
ace ouisclvcs using itlu the atiphcap of Bangkok. We preferred 
to me a Uuti as we were quite sure we sJiould never find nur 
way aljout in the ma^ of strceti whih! nl the same time 
watching the tangle of lamlolis (ricksimwa}, trams and 
people, in tent cm conumtting suicide. 

'I'heit arc various meam ol'public transport in Bangkok;, 
ciiir can travel by tnurij if can discover where the trams 
lire going; one can irnvel by samipli pedalled by a mtjscular 
"Hiai; one can try and commit suicide in a molor sumlohi or 
one can rake a taJei, The taxis arc, imforiunatcly, not as our 
taxis. .Some are large and roomy care, othen arc extreme] y 
small and frequently worn moCor vehicles^ too smalt for R. 
and me 10 crowd ourselves in 10. Tliey have no mtrtere though 
there is an oilicial rate for die hire of taxi cabs. If tlic liiter 
kjii}W3 the route to the place wlilcli he w^ishes to visit and the 
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distance, ii is possiblff to Vfork out thij comcci charge, but 
gciirtalty speaking it it best to gel a quotation from the 
dnv€s first thru divide it by four imd argue with him lo get a 
fair price. At the end of the journey no doubt will find 
that you have paid at kasi twice as much a* a 'fliai would. 

It was only when our iHend Bisdar sent one of bis staff to 
get a taxi for iis and told US what we were to pay and forcibly 
told the driver what he was going to recovc, that we ever 
got a fair deal in this respect, for taxi-driver* are, I am 
ahuid, the same the world over and fordgijeis are un¬ 
fortunately rcgaided as fair game. 

And so at last came the morning before we were due to 
leave Bangkok. R. lud intended to son out our baggage 
and leave beliind our diick cblhing, etc., whilst we rook the 
tiecessitica for our journey in the car with us. In order ro 
start wiri) plenty of clean cloUia we had sent almost every¬ 
thing we ijossesscd to tl»c laundry. That morning die laundry 
had not tamed up as promised, and on my asking the room- 
boy what had happened he lost even the two or three words 
of Bnglisii that he usually had at Jm command. Rather 
annoyed ! went down to the office to demand the return of 
our tilings. 

*T in so senry,** replied tl<e desk, after my enquiry, "tlitn: 
was a fire in Bangkok last night and the laundry was hiimt 
down and all your clothes were burnt with it," 

Watching me grow purple in the foce, the receptionist 
came in with a hasty; 

“Neii'cr mind" (apparently the panacea for all ills in 
Thailand) “>tju go out and buy some more and the hold 
will pay,*' 

That, of course, was something but 1 simply had not 
time to have more iiiiia made, quite apart iVom buying shirt* 
and pyjamas and all llic frocb and imdcrclothe* that my 
wife had lust. However, tbcrc was nothing for U and we 
armnged to spend die afternoon shopping. 

As visas for visiioi* to Thailand arc only granted for a 
fortnight at a time, I had to attend die immi^iion depart¬ 
ment to receive pernusnon lor u* to remain m the country 
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longer. I anticipated iht usiiat lioius of detay, but to my 
nirprise, after I had given my name, I was greeted with a 
wide smile of welcome and the official staled that lie had 
read about tis in the papers and beard about our ptojected 
journey on die radio. A rapid look in'a card-inde* beside 
liim and iwij minutes later die forma we liad filled in at the 
frontier at Padang Btsar, (ogctJicr with a couple sent from 
the Thai Embassy in London asking for permission lo grant 
us a visa, were produced and a few minutes later our pnss- 
potti were liandcd hack stamped and valid for anodnr fort¬ 
night. To complete the stor>- of our passports, I would say 
that I had m make other t'isits to the immigration depart¬ 
ment at later dates until the olficiiUs really felt that diey 
could not extend the visas any furtltcr, 

“Well, what must J do,” I asked, “I've got to finish my 
work in die country ifl am to write a book about Tliuibnd.” 

“lliai's easy,” said the helpful official, “you fill in thii 
form.'* He gave me a sheet of foolscap, “Now at the bottom 
of this form you address a IcUcr to the Chief of Police and 
tdl him you wish your vUaa extended atilJ further and give 
liim the reasom why." 

I did so and handnl the fnrin and letter back. 

“And w'hat do I do now?” I jukeij, “my visa has expired, 
ff a policeman or anyone else twis me for my p.i33port, I 
don't want to fmdinyscirin a Bangkok jail.'* 

“Yon tired have no worry," said my helpful friend, "see 
what I have written on your passporL” 

Hr showed tnc a few finea of writing in Tliai which con¬ 
veyed nothing wliatoocver to me. Seeing me look bewildered, 
he explained. 

"I have said that yon have made application to titc Chief 
of Police for an extension. Your letter will be Ibnvarded to 
die police W'ho will consider it and in due courae tlicy will 
write to us telling ub whether or not we may extend tile visa. 
Undoubtedly, as you are known to the Chief of Police, such 
permission will be granted. It will take same weeb for all 
diis to Imppcn and Ixfbre the pcmmaiian or refusal comet 
through you will have left the coitniry anyhow.’* 
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With that 1 was content ajid* ofeonne* it worked. Nobody 
cjoericd our visaja. 

SmilsTifl happily we rctutned to thf hotel lo be greeted by 
the cheerful iimniigcfcss; the o?ic who hud previously been a 
midwife. 

have gocid newsfnr you/’ she said, *'your bundry has 
nfjt been burnt* 11 le building, it h true, was burnt do'ira but 
a IfU of the wndiing was rescued aud among it, fortuuatdyj 
yours. 11 is very dirty and h being trashed ag^iiu but you 
fllial! have h withm u few hours/’ 

And within ^ few !iours it arrived, cleaner and beUcr 
pr^&c:d than it might have been in the ordinary fUtti: cif 
afhiirs. 

Tlierv w^ere many little odds and ends that intcresied, and 
amused us in ihingkok. They really have no conscsaidve 
place ill tJiis account of a journey* but I think some of them 
arc wortli recalling. 

I liked tlic amart khaki unilorms of die girl clerks in thr 
post ofTice. There is no question of wearing anything you hke 
and pTT>ducltig tlie untidy appearance of mmc of our people 
bchitid the caunter* Everyone weiuns the same and every 
post office girl w»as pleasant and btdprul, though the mcUiods 
were Bomeiimcs rather tound about. If one wants to ywjst a 
registered packet you take your pkee in the queue to have 
the packet w^eighrd and on this is wnlten the value of the 
postage stamps to be placed on it. This done you jom 
UTOiljiT queue and obtain itamps for die value w^riiicn an 
the packet. Having done this a third queue t» joined where iu 
due course a regisicred receipt will be handed oui^ EiTry- 
thing is pleasantly and courteously done, but the posting of 
a roistered packet calls for much patkuce and ample Icisunr- 
In ajunti^-^ post olTices things iirt simpler but cvm slower! I 
also found after 1 had pcffltcd many packets of film back to 
EugLiud Lbnt I had been charged at the w^ong rate dirr^ugh' 
out and had beeti ovemharged a toial of about 8cms hhats - 
nearly £14. Each packet uf fifty fm of 16 mm. Kod^ film 
had been charged 34^9 bhats postage to England for pro- 
cosing* It w^as only at the end* after a long though fficndly 
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argujmrritj ihat E discovered th^i the correct rate of postage 
wns * j.gOp Jis films travc] by airmail as ^ccondclass matter. 
If a senior post office official sees this perhaps Jic refund 
me ihc diifereticei Perhaps ? Tliis, a pair from eaxis^ was al¬ 
most the only piece of overcharffing we found in die noun try 
and woa obviously due to carc|cssn« and not to a dedre 
to overcharge^ 

Another point in postal arrangernents is lliat there do not 
appear to be any stamps of high deaomination and for eadi 
packet I lt*vd to stick on six or cLglii, as a rule pntctically 
covering die entire surface of die parcel. 

On public Ijujldliig;i there b a badge denoting the laered 
bird ofThailaodH Tliis partituiorly promiiieni on ihe 
G.P^O^j where we were told die binis came alive during the 
war and savexi die building from dcstructirm by fighting 
ovrriicnd and driving off die bombing aircraft! People really 
secrued to beUeve it. 

Year^ ago* on ccncnionial occorious the King usf?d lo take 
to the water in the royaJ bao^e, wonderfully poimcdi, W‘ilfi a 
gilt pavilion surmounted by the ninc-iierai umbrella and 
ttiwcd by a vasi number of oarsmen wiili red painted oai^. 
Ai the bow's of die barge was a ficrtcsoinc gilt nnd coloured 
eSiffv'* No longer does the King use the wAtcr on erfemoniat 
occasions and the ro>^ barge^ logcihcr with other boats used 
in proccasiom by die higlt dignitarici of Qic Intidi are all 
ariiorc locked up in a boathou&r oif the klnng near the 
AdmiralLy. Tliere we vidted iheiri. Nine bargeSi sUm anil 
bcauiirul in ihcir Lines, each bearing at iti prow a wonder¬ 
fully can'^cd and cobured and horribly gtimiJiig dragon^ 
nine-headed Beipcni or other effigy^ undoubtedly intended 
at one time (o terrify die enemy in times of war. Perhaps the 
day will come when the royal barges arc once more seen 
going in procesrion down the Chao Phraya, but at present 
ThoiEandp like the rest of the world, finds ready cash hard to 
come by and it is too expensive even to put the boats into t!ie 
water. 
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IVe Afpior to Lo/tlmTi 

Befobc wc left Bangkok it was suggested UuJl we should 
take a {udice cscotL Firstly Lite olTcr of an escort was im- 
doubirdJy a compliment, hut socondly it was pointed out 
that llicre was considerable danger of attack by b&nditi in 
the jungle or b>' dacoils Irtnn over the fiurtna Fiiundcr. 
Cominunist leircmsts were vaguely hinted at by some people. 
Further it w'as said that police wunlci be able to help us with 
the local auUtoritics in tlic event of ciiher us or the car 
geitiug into difficulties. Nevertheless, R. and I thought that 
we would like to sun without the help of the police and we 
accordingly left Bangkok with the intention of aiiiving at 
Lopbun die same day< 

We had no difiiculty iii IhTding oar way om of Bangkok 
and as the houses of the city began to fall tschind we bad our 
lint glimpses of the beauty and interest that were to accom¬ 
pany ui throughout our tour. The irrigatioii ditches bende 
the road were in places covered with masses of pink and 
wliile lotuses and ivater-lilics. Wallowing in the mud and 
festooned wiiii lUits were ntunbers of enormous und dart|^T^ 
ous-fooking water buffaloesj their huri» spreading <{iiilc five 
feet from their powerful heads. In reality tlie water buffalo is 
a quiet beast with his ownm and can be driven and herded, 
and indeed usually is, by a child, who takes him home after 
the day's work, sitting on his broad back and kicking tlic 
lumbering beast in ilie liba to moke him speed up towards 
the homestead. To sirangcrs, hoim'cr, he will sometimfs 
show signs of attack, more in fear of tljc strange penson than 
in bad temper. Generally they will gallop away, which is 
what the water bufTalaes did in this ease. They staggered lo 
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tiidr feet, water and liquid mud runiung: down thdr 
With a njcjdng lound they drew each leg out of the hjikI and 
clutn^ty climbed the bant, then gaboped lumberiiigly away 
over the dried-up paddis with traiia uf piuk and white liiira 
hanging from tlidr somcwliai Indlcrouj! bodks. It wm a 
beautiful and amusing bc^nnmg to oiir lOur. 

A little fur [her along we c-xnic acrosa people ftahing in 
these roaddde ditdt« and, ponds, wliidt bandy a foot 
deep and indeed liitir more than tnartiiei. Vci no m ben of 
almoAt naked, men and nmmen were paddling in the muddy 
water carrying long poles a( the ends of which were lines 
from which wete suspended nets, The ttida were extended 
and the nets dropped iiuo the water. A short jjause then they 
were liflcd. Sometimes one or Uvo tiny fish might be found in 
the net and these were rapidly (rarisTcmd to a pocket or 
bag or sometimes a cane basket and the net cast in o ne r 
more. In other places men were casting nets, tritirfing them 
round tlieir heads and causing them to Ealj into Uir water 
perfectly spread, Tlicy, too, ^vwc pulled Up in a few mimiiea, 
usually empty hut sometimnis there was Uic silver gleam of a 
fish. Yet otlicrs wandered about in the mud wfith cane 
baskets shaped like and about die same size as the old- 
fashioned bce^kep. As they paced they jabbed these down 
into the water and presumably, if they were Jticfcy cnaugb to 
place the basket over a fish, it betrayed Jtsdf by its splashing, 
though I never saw anyone catch anything in diu manner, 
lltc fmiriJi method we noiicech in other places, was for n 
man or boy to w'alt along in the mnd where iltc water was 
even shallower, prof I ding wiiJi a sharp, pointed stick or 
lioiiaJly with a proper fialilng spear. Herr again I suppose 
they sometimes caught wimclhing, thoiigli T never found out 
what lived in the mud. I'ossibly mudfish or eels. Anyhow the 
dajvs catch was ail destined for the pot and made a welcome 
addition to the normal ration of rite. 

Sometimes we came across n man puilurig a loaded canoe 
along one of the urigatiou dilches. Tlie water was too shallow 
for the canoe lo float but the mttd was soft and greasy and 
the boatman walked behind ills canoe and pushed. It was all 
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very <isua! 1 wcpcci to ihc Thais but aJi novel and tQinrstiiYg 
to us, so dmt our journey prognssed very slowly owing to 
frequent stops to take pictures. 

After a time we cutup to a river over which the road ran on 
a wooden bridge* Bnaide the bridge were a number of open 
booths, very tanpoiiiry shelters bulk of bamboo and thatched 
will I palm leaves. In Uie shade sat the owners, in, front of 
them huge piles of melons and vegetables, green coconuts, 
banauiis, oranges and other fruits. On the river itself canoes 
were being paddled along tlw water way, sonic open and 
rather like Thames punts, others with a curved ttut-Iike 
rrcction of bamboo covcritig them from end to end. One* or 
(wicc smaU sails had been erected. Beyond the bridge sc^ieraJ 
rjitlicr larger boats, also covered in witli a top like an old 
jVmcrican covered wagon, were moored and inliabitcd by 
Camilles of water-Jiving Thais, for a large projiortiou of tlie 
po]}uiatj()n lives on die water and every waterway which a 
at ail navigable has its fuU quota of house boats. 

Once or twice we came across signposts with the names of 
towns and figures written id Thai characters and also in 
Engliah, but a* we gut further away from Bangkok the 
Englidi tetters were dropped and only Thai cliaracters 
appeared on tiro direction posts, though strangely enough the 
distances were sliU given lu our 'ivcslcm figures. 

On {>o!e* or the brandies of trees baidc the road sat birds 
like kingfishers wih the same iridescent blue bwly feathers 
and heavy brigJii red beaks. In liie iwampj were white 
birds like egrets and oliuert like small grey hcroiis. Kites 
lioaied overhead. In the mud bufTaloo and diildrcn 
wallowed happily. I noticed what Jovcly skinit most of the 
ITuii people have; jiossibly there is something in mud hatlis 
jJlcf illl- 

Ou cither side of die mad a flat, featureless plain spread to 
Ihc horizon, divided into rectangular patches by low Unis, 
paddls for growing rice, but at present all was dry and 
brown. When the rains came they would fill vrith water and 
rapidly, os fin as the eye could sec, the whole countryiddc 
would be one rippling sea of bright green as the rice sprang 
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from the mud in which it pTantird,^ Clumps ol bamboo 
and hkr cauisarinaji tx-c^isiormlly rrlicvcd the monotony^ 
and once wr came to an rncfmiotii tign boidc the roadz 
covered in Tlmi cJfcaractcn and ai the bottom in plain 
Engtkti. "Welcome to Sarahuri”! We had crossed the Ixmden 
of a new proAioce ami, indeedi Saraburt is an miercsting 
place if for no ot her than because of the iremencioiii 

set t If men r scheme w'iiicb has been inaugurated therc^ grant¬ 
ing a IfTrV acres of Uiid and a house to suitable 'Iliais who 
cutij^'aie the land under supervision, llic whole pliriifi was 
shining and tjulvmng in the heat. Our tliemomnlcr 
registered gti* F. in tlic car at noon. Tlic sun was right over- 
heai:L TIictc uras no shade. Even the birdf perching on the 
Irccs nearby were dttUig wiili tiicij beaks widfopen as though 
panting in ihc hean 

After learching for some time for a shady spot in whkh to 
eat a picnic Umcli wt jitjuattrd in the ditch under some 
siTiiggliog bmiglis, pestei'cd by ants and we were covered tn 
dujtt rvoy time a ear went hy^ though in foirncss I should 
say that die road from Bangtok m I^opburi ha^ a tarred 
SiirfatCz one of the very few roads of this type that we saw 
in Thailand. Ifudoubtedly oihci’ highways will be surfaced 
in due eourstc but that time Is yet to come* 

As we drove along we noticed cver>' few miles, at more or 
less regular interval, sentry box<s beside Uir road When 
the car approached a policeman, smart with white glovn, 
would step ^iit, peer at the number^, then come to attention 
and salute. Later we found that although Wr had refused 
a police escori the police were available in case we got 
into trouble even on this simple itretdi of the n>ad» They 
had been tuppUed widi a dii^iptkm of ihc tT4r und its 
nutiiber and were on the look out for uSp 

Soon oiler ittncli grrut graultc-Iike hills art)^ abniptly 
from the plain, the mad passing ttuiDugh a gap in the group 
of mDuntsins ivhidi overshadowed tlic surrounding flat 
countryside* As rvctiing drew on we prisscd through varicuts 
vilLiges where cliildrcn wete coming out ofscliootp Indeed^ ii 
was amazing the number ol schooli that we passed^ not only 
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hm but in all Thajlandj usttalty long, wmd^a huililmp 
lupportcd on piirt. Snmjciini^ cJas 5 p» \^crc Hdd tunon^ the 
pili^ tinder the bijildin^j prmETnably because it ^a& cooErr* 
Even in these small villagrcs all the children were uniformly 
clod, the girls in white blouses cr jumpem and black or dark 
blue skirts^ dm bop in khaki sliins and shorts. Ai first sight I 
thought there were immeme nutnbers of Ixjy scouts about, 
particularly as some wore a scarf and a fore and aft cap. 
Perhaps tlicy uvre scouts but the 11-P. liat xva:i.missiiig. 

Eventually we drove into Lopburi, travelling for several 
miles over a fiiifT wide road tvitli a good surlkcc, ishopA and 
buildings on eiiiier side and numbm of soldieri stiollmg 
about. Inderd l-opbwri Is tin? brgest garrison town in lliai- 
Land^ aficr Batigkok- In the centre of die town we stopjiKNl to 
ask a policeman for the governor's office as we had 1 >mi Ln- 
stnictcd 10 del at each town when we arrived. At once an 
oQicia] in kiiald utnfomi enme across the road and greeted us in 
Englisli. He said the Governor had sent him to wait for us 
and Uiltc us afong to his house, ‘rhe Gov'crnor himself was 
very pleasant, but spoke no EogUsti- Hirough the interpreter 
he asked m to dinner, told us he bed arranged for ut to stay 
at liic poUcc headquarters hotel an^l suggested tJiat wcshould 
go there and have a bailie after which he would call for us 
and show ns tile sights of the town. So to the poltce hotel we 
Went, it fairly modem building ^cry plainly fumisIuTl, wlicrc 
wt were given a room with a single t>cd atid the ustta! 
cftAicin bathroom adjoining. We ('>ok off our travcl-itajnrd 
cbtiies^ poured bowls of water over our heads and bodifs and 
by the time we were refrc^ihcd and wrariug clcratt clothes the 
GovTmor had arrived to show us (hr eights. 

Iwopburi is one towns in Hiaibnd which at one 

lime Of another have been itic capiuil of tlie roiiiifr)% When 
the Thaii had establbhcd their kingdom in the north they 
sent to the Rhmrrs, W'hosc capital was Lopburir to ask for a 
jiersoTi o! royal hlc»od to become their soverei^nL At another 
period Lopburi had been die capital of Cambodia when 
this included Thailand, and at the time when Ayuthya was 
the capital of liie country King Narin made Lophuri lii* 
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summer capital and btiUt an p^ilacc thizre. Thii 

was llu: fir^l spot to wliidi the Govtrnor look m. 

In nr-ality tiicre is not very my eh left to see; the aurround'^ 
ing walls and a few with ro^'s of tiiE:hcs framing the 

portala. In tlicsc niches^ during tlie time of LophuiiViniigiu* 
hccnccf candles were placed to light the hall and must have 
produced a wry pretty effeen The site of the elephant 
Etabics can still Ise seen^ and yet another pan of the palace 
has been inrtied into a museum t^here are housed several 
hundred beads ofBuddlia wtudi have been rescued from the 
nil ns, whilst a few have been brought from other parte of 
the countrj', 

Hie Governor did not specie ErtgUab* but some of his staff 
did} and frani the palace of King Narai we w'ent to the wat 
of Gamhodiim origin with m triple prangs which h the 
principal relic of Lopburi. Hie dirce pagodas still stand in 
a lainuite rirprwrvadon and are synanymous with Lophuri 
and are sometimes nacd almost as a badg^ of Thailand. 
ITicy are enormous and domlDatc the town. We duly ad¬ 
mired them and walked about in die ruins. 

Nearby^ in an erection rather Uke a bandstand, were a 
number of Buddhist monb silting in their salBnon robes and 
waiting for later arrivals so that a number of diem eould 
go on pilgrimage together^ Tlicy glanced al us curiously as 
though western people were not very* frequent visitors. 

To my mind, and R, agrees, the liighUght of Ixiphuri is 
not jte ancient palace^ museum of coiuiLiess Budi^as or 
triple pratigi Imt the collection of monkeys whicli swarm 
over the huge roclc in ilte centre of the iomi where U situated 
a Brahmin lempk. After the somewhat heavy sighiseeing 
which we had undergone they provided a welcome light 
relief as old and youngt targe and BmaU, they frolicked about 
the rock and came down to the ground nearby to e^tamine 
ihc 5 e curious visitors who insisicd on photographing them. 
A puppy juined tu their play and had his ears severely 
boxed by or old mother monkey, who then lost her nerve 
and lolloped ofT TTic pappy, bereft of his would-be play- 
DiHCe, suddenly saw a number of young moiikcp smaller 
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lliati tuimclf and dajiird off to pjay witK but they 

would bavt none of it and lied in dnsmay. A small, com- 
plricly nakird child stared at iis fora long time and gratcfuliy 
accepted a few fvtcrti, putting Jm hands together in the po¬ 
lite und pleasant gesture of greeling of the Tbai pcopki 

On the rOGh itself b the temple and just inside tlie entrance 
were ihtcc men playing <m the mnad cit, or treble xylo¬ 
phone, made of bamboo. As ihe piaym saw the GovicmoT 
and his visitors arrive they redoubled ihcir cfTorts and the 
mmicah and stirprisltigly !bell-likr« nones sounded itwiTily in 
die ct,t!iiing air. 

Bcfiide the c^figy were joints of bamboo containing num* 
bored bamboo dips. I noticed one of tlir, people who tiad 
come with us tnccling before the image anil rattling these 
dips ill the bamboo pot* Aiicr a time one of the dips fell out* 
He picked it up^ replaced it and stopped rattling, I thought 
tt was £citnc Ibrm of wunblp but ii expbiined to me that 
he was merely linving ins fortune to]tl| aud I was invited to 
iry my luet also* so I sdted die pot and shook and niitlrd 
unfil At last one of tlte sticks fell ooty wtien ii was eagerly 
grabbed by one of the entouragCj wlio went to a side-table 
and, comparing its number with .1 series of prinied bli^cks 
of paper, tore off the appropriate leaf and proceeded to read 
iL niis was apparendy my fortune but I sdH have not found 
out what was foreioid ns, unfominatety, I could not read 
'Fhai charactm. Anyhow the mao who read it went into 
peals of lauLghtcr and ntllcd Lhc oilier^ to come and look, 
whereupon they all read, it with shouts of gtec and refjcutcd 
it tu the CcjvcraorT looldtig at and me with moat amused 
glances^ Noticing would induce diem to tell ua what the 
paf>er said. All 1 could get was the rrmark that I had an 
exceedingly gtxxl fortune^ I would still like to kunw wliat 
they really readt for it kept them amused for the rat of the 
ervening. 

On top of ibc rock where the temple is sUuatcd the mon- 
krys ^amiod, dinging to the crevices^ jumping into the 
trees, lumgitig down from tlic bouglu and trying to irtatdi 
43 tir hats or cumer^. 'fhey were completely rc 4 rJe$s» aware of 
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the iact ihai they protected some of tlic temple 

bangcr8K)n» When tiic monkep thre^itcncd io become 
railicr a nuisatice^ a temple attrudant picked tip a papier 
midic mask of a tiger, Holdtng tJiis in Ids Imnd he advanced 
towards the beasts and after one glance they senttcred in all 
dim: Lions, shriekiiig ihrilly as liicy took refuge in the liigb 
bmnehirs of the trees* Tigers cal ntonkeyT* and monkeyi 
know it and take no chances whether their enemy be nf 
and blood or only of papier m^chc. 

By now it Wits gctling dark mid the Govertjor returned to 
his rcsidrtice asking us to follDw^ as soon as we wished- 
We returned to our i^otcl mthcr tired and ver)' Ihii^ty* In 
a glass ease in the hall ^'os an arniy of bottles and among 
them I saw a bottle of whisky* so we sat down and asked for 
a drink. We were ai once ofTered Green Spot, Coca Cola or 
Bii'Jcy* 

said It '^1 would like a whiskey and 
Nodciiig the puzzled cxjjrrssion on the servant's lace t 
went to the glass ease and pointed to the whiskey. My gesture 
caused a certain amount of eonitertiation and for some 
minutes we sai wftilst they hunted for the kty^n Evetiuially 
tlir produced the bottle* two glasses and two tattles of foda. 
I Ihorougiily cnjo>*cd that drink but had an awful shock 
when I came to pay* I handed a Li!) far the equivalent 
of about £i los.* certainly ihe costlh^t wlikkey and soda i 
have ever bad in any country^ but my comtematiDn was 
some what tnitigaled when, having paid and moving off lo 
our bedroom^ the servant ran after us ant! prci^ntcd me ivith 
the bottle. This is not quite the inti$t expensive bottle of 
whiskey 1 have ever bought^ In Rio de Janeiro some years 
ago* about Christmas rime, it was priced at a ^ttle 
Mid evxn after thr festive season was over it only dropped to 
£io. 

Two pofice ofliem had waited to lake us to tlir Governor^ 
residencr and we set out to drive two or ilirec mij^ back 
through the town in darkness. As I was not aware of the fact 
that the gavcmracul had done so much ro ensure our com¬ 
fort on tlni journey and 1 hod been asked always to adviic 
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ihe Governor oF the pbee where we were tine to arrive the 
tbllowinf; day, I tlmuglU, as a courtesy, I should notify the 
Governor of our next stop—over ihai we were in &.ei gtung to 
orrive I he following day. Accordingly we sought die telegraph 
office and were taken by the police to the back quarters, (lie 
office having long tauce closed, where in semi-dariam two 
operators w'cte hnry sending off message#. I wrote nty tele¬ 
grams In English and hand^ them over. The police, one of 
wliDiTi spoke English, w'crc rather amused by my teles^m 
but courteotisly complied with the necesKiry formalities on 
my h ehfflf wliilst I wrattdicd the little gcctoa running about 
the wooden walls and ceiling making odd noise? mtlier like 
'‘lui tut”. l.ater, when we found that thtse little lirards were 
everywhere, always in tlic bedrooms, where they caught 
mos<[uiTu« and flics, K* said that their exclamation of “tut 
tilt”, wliidi fireqiiciiily came from them, was caused by some 
of the rights tlicy *ii w* in sonic of the bedrooms they frequented. 
Qiiite possibly, and we grew to like our friendly liitli: liaards. 

iTowei.'er, 1 am digressing. When the telegrams had been 
duly paid for and we were going back to die car, one of the 
police officers asked me why i had sent them, and 1 cx^ 
plained that it was lo let the Governor of Nakorn $awmi 
know when we should arrive. He smiled broadly. 

"But be already know'a that,'* he explained, “every 
Governor and every police hcadquaneis has had mt-aagat 
about yrm and in ^rhlitinn we have heard ail about you in 
the newspaper# and your arrival and tour hats been broad¬ 
cast on the radio, lawk,*’ lie said, “at the insirucdons given 
to the police of Lopburi.” 

He extracted from his pocket two sheets of duplicated 
foolscap, all, of course, in Thai so that I could not read it hut 
be explained that it described tw and oiir car, how we were 
to he treated, and so on. Hr then produced another itliccl of 
r^ptrwnttcfi matter. 

“And these," he said, “are the Govenior’s instructions to 
us,“ including a Ibi of places of intcirtt which we were to 
see. 

Eater we found that roughly dib procedure had been 
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fallowed in every pUce we vidied. Certainly [hey kn^ ail 
about tu and everyone had thoroughly organued our. sight- 
seeing and made quite sure that we were welt taken care oC 
The Goventor gave u> an excellent dinner, Uiough cun' 
veisation wa 3 somewhat stilted as everything that wa* said 
had to be Uanslated, but our host beamed kindly at us (his 
wife was away) and kept asking IT we hked Tliailand. He 
asked ns wliat time we pioposod to leave Lopbuti and when 
1 satd we would like to leave at ftrst light, he invited us to 
brcaklast io his home .and asked if we would like to have a 
police escort in a Landrover. We said we Uiou^Lt it was un* 
necessary and he dmpped the suggesunn hut said he would 
send someone with us ta act as an escort on the Gist part of 
our journey, VVe then retitrnod to the hotel for our nighi’s 
rest. 
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I WAJ optimistic ij) thinking wc sJicnild have a night's rest. 
Thais art Buddhists, and one of the ethics of theif reiigion 
forhids them to take life. In consequence pi'dogs and stray 
dogs of every kind and variety multiply innumerably, many 
of them mangy and diseased, but religion forhids the merci-^ 
ful hand of death. It is true that in Bangkok and some of die 
other large totvmi recent ideas interpret the teachings of 
Buddha in a more modem way and many of the duea.scd 
animals arc caught and destroyed. But is Lopburi (hr dogs 
were legion. They roamed dir town aJJ nigiit. They fought 
and barked and Imivled. The din tvas awful. Sleep was im¬ 
possible. 

Just outside our hotel trains wene shuntmg and whistling. 
On die other side lorries roared by at intervals, I.opburi 
appeared in be a very busy town, almost as busy by night as 
by day. It was very hot and we got little air thmogh the 
thick mosquito curtains with the tiny mesh necessary to 
keep out sand flies. In addition, R, and 1 had to share a 
narrow, single bed. At first flght we arose, hot, irritable and 
bicary-cyed, A cold douche from die Ali Baba revived tu 
somewhat, but R., not unnaturally, complained dial she 
had a headache, 

I paid our hilt and we went back to Uic Governor’s resi¬ 
dence for brcak&st, a most sumptuous meal of spiced 
diickcn^ soft-boiled eggs, (oast, soda water, cofTce and tan¬ 
gerines. Tlicrt was also a New Year’s cakt^ iced and decor¬ 
ated, whicJi we excused oumclvics from cutting, for we 
noticed die undnut faces of the Governor's young children 
peering rtund a doorway at us, When the Governor saw 
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ihiK we liked tangerines he scfcctcd a number of the finest 
which he imbited <m our taluii)^ with us. Tlicn aficr phoio- 
graphing him and the prot-incial education offitser cnitside 
his residence we said good*bye and started on our journey, 
with die education officer in die car with us. 

It Itnd been suggested tliat we should ouikc a detour Troni 
the main road to visit die Wat Pra Ngam, Tamous for its 
enormous fiudillut built on die hliltidc, a figure aljout 350 
feet liigU mid ovt-t t tU> fret wide, Wien it came in sight it 
completrly dojuiiiated die countryside, rising from the furesi 
thill rnrj'K'ied dir UUL Our escort Jed us in through the 
cniraiice atid up to the monastery and nunnery where 
sjiffirm-i'tibcd men .md wJiitC'^iIiid wt>men with shaven 
Jirads were nt worship in their temple. The tmns were 
seated in rows, cJiaming rhydimicaily in high, nasal voices. 
We peeped at diem and at the Buddlui before \vhich they 
knelt and unobtrosively flstmed to their chanting. I found 
it pmitiarly aoothing, pnsisibly by reason of its monotony, 
and dir high nasal tones were not at all iinpfeasam. We 
moved quietly atvay and vndked about the grounds. 

Hanging from a frame waa an cnorTnoua Tog of wtmxI cut 
out in a special way near the base. Leaning againat the 
frame was a wooden dub wliicb our escort tank in both 
ban dp and, smiting die wot«l with it, produced deep, reveiv 
brant, bclLJikc Holes wliidi boomed holJnwJy along the hill¬ 
side. These gongs, stimetunes of wwjd, somctJtnea of metal, 
occadotially of stone, are usually found at Buddhist tcmplis 
and are beaten by vtsitors variously 10 drive away evil 
spiriu, as a prdude to prayer or simply to announce that 
they have arrived anti are about to enter the temple, We 
did not climb the mouniaiiuidc to the image of Buddha 
itself but photographed it frnni below. 1 think our escort 
was ratluT disappointed with us, bur both R. and ! had 
vivid memories of eJimbiog in the heat lu the palace of King 
Mongkut, down inic) the caverns nearby and up and down 
to the monastery which we had visited on the same day. I 
may say now tliat throughout our tour we were expected 
to do an cnurnious amount of walking up Qighti oTjeenuiigly 
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mtermitiabte steps or scrambling up rough and rocky 
mountain paths. Iti a tcmpcraiure of about 130” F. io the 
sun this becomes trying and tiring and we were not as agitc 
and supple as the 'Iltais. As I have saiiii wc arc not ardent 
^htscen and sometimes, I am sure, sadly disappointed our 
friends. 

From Lopburi to Kokc Katimn, the village near Wat 
Pra Njam, the road wjts good with a tarred surCtee, as it had 
1 )«eti alt the way from Bangkokt but after leaving ilib village 
it deteriorated and was poorly surfaced %%ith gravel, with 
immcn.tc corrugntions and pot holes. As dtese lioles and 
ridgcs^ arc constantly filled up with dusty earth dug from 
the paddis and bush alongside the road* thick clouds of 
dust enveloped die car and provided unpleasant Eonditiotu 
for all road users. 

We went on over this very bad road as far as Koke S:im- 
pong where wc had intended to stop to buy bath towels, 
morr films and bread, if possible. Wc had to stop anyhow 
for on the outskirts of the town the jolting and bumping 
became worse and wc stopped to inspect the car. Aa I 
thought, wc had a flat tyre. Fortunately there was a garage 
of a rough and ready type n short distance away and our 
escort brought a garage hand vdih a jack to remove thr 
wheel and mend the luiw. A four-inch nail, doubtless 
lacked up on the last wooden bridge, was the cause of the 
puncture. 

Whilst repaira were being dime tve sat at a roadside cafil 
drinking the inevitable Green Spot, sucking tl»c cool liquid 
straight from bottles through Stratvs, Around us were lorry 
drivers and people fittni die village, or perhaps I should 
say town, because wtien wc walked down to the busier 
parts to buy our towels and other things, wc found it was 
quite a coiuidcrabte place where wc were able to buy all 
dte things we w'tintcd. 

There was comtderably more tntffic on the roads than we 
expected; the lurries mid buses were filled to ovrrilowing. 
January, which month it was, is the special season in which 
to pay respect to ihe gods, so die villagers collected along 

9 “ 


WE COME TO JIAKORjf SAWAW 

the foadsidv, making deoaratcd booiiu with Buddha^ and 
flags and firmed thcnoMlvo with ia/gp. ixjwb lo colJect 
aims fkom travdlciE io aid of temples, schools and village 
lulls. 

By the roa^dc, too, were dump and plantations of 
Kapok trees with large nunibeTS of tjrccm pods hanging from 
the bir^chcs. When ilicac are ripe they arc filled irith a 
fluffy [ibre su^ouiuling die seeds, tn Thai this is known as 
noon meaning **soIl and pliahlc'*, and is, of course, used 
for stuffing cushions, pillovvii. mattresses, lifebelts and other 
tilings. 

Tlic couni^ide was dry and shrivelled up. Most of the 
trees were witlioiit leaves for this was nearing the end of ilic 
dry season and ilic rains were yet to come. All along the 
road the vegetation was covered in dense tayera of red dust 
thrown up by passing vchtclcs. From lime to time we passed 
cyclists witli coloured material tied over their front lamp. 
When we asked the reason we w-cre given many answcis. 
Some people told us that die coloured Hi brie was to keep 
out die dust; others said it was for dccoralion and still ollicn 
said the rags were "to pay my respect !t> the head of the 
object , i.e, tlic bicycle Lamj!, I still wonder what svas ilie 
real reasom Similarly, many of the lorria had pink silk 
matmai tied lo the radiator cap. In this case; I understand, 
the material was lo bring good luck or to show that die 
vehicle had licen blessed by a munk to prcvcfit accidents. 

Petrol stations were relatively plcntilhl. Every loivn and 
most large villages Jiad a pump supplying Shell or Caltc* or 
Mobitgas, so (hilt it looked as if one of our minor problems 
was not ^ing to be sucli a problem after all. 

From ivoke Samrcing the road was ttiri' sindhir in surface, 
running through low scrub and thin forest denuded of tree 
and covered in dust, Patches of tlic cuuntrysidG wew being 
burned to dear the land for cultivation, and flamo and 
smoke made tlic burning air wen Iiotter. 

In the evening we reached Nakhom Sawan. As we entered 
the town A pofleeman »tepp«! into the road and held up hie 
hand for us to atop, W« were then introduced to the hfayor, 
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Nai Vicliai Siripharbp wha was waiting to,- take us to owr 
hotcL It was about Sve oVlocfc in the evening and he had 
apparently bcEu w^airing for m since carty afternoon. He 
explained tliat lilt Governor had received the signal we sent 
from Lopburi spying we diould arrive that evening and he 
did not w'ant to be late m welcoming tut. He took us to a very 
pleasant hold on die hanks of die river Chm> Fbraya^ now 
at its dry season IrvcJ^ but wJiidt during the rains comes up 
aimosi to the tvnib of die hotd. Subscqtteni caperience 
simwed tis dial diU was one of the best hotels in TJiailandr 
We were given a Jar^ge comfortable room and a pleasaol 
bathroom widi a shower and normal w.c- Wldiiii two minuica 
of our anit^i a boy brought in enp^ and a pot of Thai lea— 
ver>' wcaki very pleasant and vcr>' rclrcahiiig—a nice gesture 
which we found repeated jn many places where we stopp<rd 
during our journey. Soon ufemvards a small boy came into 
ilie rtx)m will a note astdiig if there was any dung we 
ivantcd^ We had eiiioycd the weak Tliai tea so much we just 
wrote '^More To onr dismay a few minutes later a pot 
of mJ Australian brevv in ivbick a spoon would almost 
stand upright arrived. “More tea^' had been intcipretcd 
Ujo liierally. 

Later wr bought some of iliis tea to take back widi ui, II 
uft over ^*2 a pound! 

The Nbyor laid he expected wr would like a bath [he 
had obviously noted w^e were dusty') smd be would enme 
agnin for us in an hour's time so tbas we might call on the 
Governor, Siri Wonuiart* We sluiced ourSclveS dnwn under 
the sliowerp changed into ckan clothes and found Vichiii 
Siripharb awaiting us with an rscxnt of police. 

Again die Governor spoke no English but the Mayor 
acted oai interpreter whilst Our fH>lice escon Sat in an ad- 
joining room peeping ihrough the doorway> Every now and 
again a head would cautioiMiy pi-.cr rouiui the di>or jLiinb 
ID surt'ey the strangle diey wen^ Icxiking aftcr^ only to 
boh liack abruptly when the owners rtalized that we wer^ 
cmiling at his interest. 'Dir tSovcmcir gave us an acceptable 
drink of cool water. When I welcomed tiusaudsaid we would 
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fiU OUT wiai!T-botUc* bdbrc leaving tlic f nwn, be hastily said 
through Dur interprcitcr^ 

“*NOp no* Ihc vfMftT is not safe.*' 

R. ami I looked at one another bui by thiii time we bad 
drunk it< Anyhow wc did not suffer any \U cflireis. He urged 
very strongly tlmt we must have a polite escort because of 
robbericv in the north and bandits and dangers generally. 
We felt wc must agree and took our departure. 

The province of Makom Sawan has a populadon of about 
300,OCX) people and ia a centre of the rice and teak industries. 
Tlie enormous b;^ulks of timber which are lloated down the 
ri\Tr are gathered up into rafts at tills point {one of several) 
and then navigated or c\ cii towed doiAn to l^tgkok on lie 
Chao Phraya. This is a suitable place for the making of the 
rafts as the nortliicrn rivers join with tlic main stream at llus 
poini. A good deal of dealing in teak also takes phtcr here^ 
aecording lo the fcf^yor. 

O u r pnliec aeon for the foil owing d4y was sent for and 
introduced 10 us at the hoicl^ Police Liciiienant Vinaij a 
nice, clieirrfuMooking young man spenbtng a fair amouni of 
Eiiglisli^ He was to accompany us on our next stage to Ra*- 
beng in the province of Tuk* but as we soon found wc liked 
him and could understand Ills English wc asked if he could 
accompany us Ihr the rest of our tour, but this bis chief 
could not allow. 

Wc dined well from shark*^ ftn soup^ fish, rice and stirnc 
totally unknown dish* with Green Spot and ten^ 

It v^as hot and sticky, The tcmpcraiure in the car during 
the aftemuon waj J04'^ F., and I sc?e &cmi my notes that I 
have written roads bad to vciy bad^^ 

Tlicre waa Htde to sec in Nakom Sawan. I| was purely a 
business eeritrc, but 1 must comment on the dentists" 
premisa wiili the chain placed in full view from the airect 
where sightseers gatlirred tci watch the victims undergoing 
their operacious. Teeth are froquemiy black from chewing 
betel I and are sometinies accminted a$ a beauty so one of 
the dentist's job* h to lacquer tcetli blark for some of Ins 
diems. 
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Tilt* next iday %%i‘ trft aceompamed by Li. ViTiai* A! Vmi 
travelletl on a iurred njad Ibr about ihrre miJ« and our 
bopcs Htrc tiling^ wbeii itie turliccd highway came to an 
end and we round ourselves bumping over gravel and fock 
and more dust than we had hitherto encountered. From 
lime lo rime we came to a place where the wooden bridge 
was uBSCTTiiccablc and under repaiTj or the road had fallen 
away or someddng else had happened to cause the route 
lo plunge abrupdy over ttie side of die road {many of the 
roads Arc btiiit six to ten feet above the surrounding country¬ 
side) and wiuidcr ufT through the bush somelimca tor 
srveraJ lUtln, utUil once more we climbed up lo the high¬ 
way* TJtcsi! de\iaiiofis were really hard going. Lorrio, which 
arc the mam iraffic on ihe Thai roads, had cut deep ruts into 
die dust or mud^ so ihai a car wbh a high clearance like the 
Standard V^anguaxd or Landiover was eucndal to move 
along at all Great holes appesued from time to time and 
into thw we climbed gingerly in bottom gear and out the 
other sidcp Maiiy times the wheels $pan helpl€?5ly in the soft 
vand. But here our desert experience came in useful and we 
were always able to move jdong. Small hillocks and irregn- 
larittra in the natural lie of tlic t*md all added to the difft- 
culticSp Roek5T tree trunks and bushes added vartciy, but 
aitrdy mid slowty, in bottom gear^ w'c negotiated diesc 
deviciuons, climhing w hill of about 45 degrees back to ilie 
crown of the mad* Occasionally^ before plunging on to one 
of these de\'iaiions we saw a cloud of du&i in the dbtance 
and tealiilirri that somebody else had got there first and was 
coming iti die opposite dirretion, Ckcasionally wc waited 
but gerirrully we just went on, ai the countr^'side beside [he 
new tocks was generally quite a 3 good and i^Dmetimea 
betlirr than the ruts cut by lorries* 

Once during the moming Lt- N^buii bia:ame quite exdied 
and pointed out to us a number of men dashiug about in 
the undergrowth and throwing knives. It almo^ iooki^ as 
though a miniature battle waa in pnigresA, but he explained 
that they were simply hunting rabbits. Nejirby wt saw 
ihcltcrs cf bamboo erected on high poles to give shade to 
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the canlir. Riels of kiy or rice straw were liuiii up an>tmd 
one pole so thatt ai the ciittlc jue the lower courses^ ihc hay 
gradually slid dowTj^ ulw-fiys keeping a supply aviuliibte for 
them. 

The niany uses to which bamboo is put ait Ltuly amazing, 
huts ^nd indeed dwelling houso are built of stoui 
bamboo pales jsix inchrs or even more in diametert the floor 
jofet® of bamboo being lashed to (he uprights witJi split cane 
or mtian and w'Ovcn cane mats arc tliro^^fi down Lo make the 
Boor, The walls of ilic huts are abo of tJicsc woven strips of 
split bamboos and the roof is built up orbambcio rafiOT and 
thairlied with palm kaveSn OiiiJc shelters and fences Jtre 
built of the same material. Cups arc made out of a joint of 
tlic hollow bamboo, foodstuflii ofiifl sorts and titcrchandisr 
art^ C 4 ijrTicd in the IipIIow steins^ and in one eit^e w^e found a 
complete water-wheel enurely biiUt of bamboos with not a 
naJI in it. 

Once W'e came to a itmd diversion which looked even 
woi^ Utan most ami here our police escort coLIccfcd the 
men who were repairing the broken-down bridge and made 
them move laige logs width were in the w’ay and lay down 
a light framw^ork of w'ood to enable our car to negoiatc the 
gaps in the bridge^ We began it> realize the police escort 
was indeed wortliwhilc. 

Buddhist priests in bright saffron robes carrying vivid red 
umbrellas moved In single flle along the ro^dp each acciDni^ 
panted by Ol young attendiizit—^moitks moving from wat to 
Wat or going on teaching pilgrimages. 

Ai the simll towti of Knmpang Pet* wt were due to pick 
up aitoihcr police lacort as we in a different prodnee* 
bill our ofncei wan unable to find the new Landrover at ilte 
point hr expected so we went down to the rivcr> as he cc- 
plained, to call on the Governor and see wliat had happcnccL 
We came to u wide expanse of water about half a mite 
acmss. There was no bridge andt aa far as I could socj no 
way of going over. Them we saw a bus Itimbcrr down a humpy* 
sandy track and gently ease lUcIf on to a ricket)^ raO con¬ 
structed of the inevitable bambot^ and some more solid 
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Umbi^rs pbccxl acro» tw« ptomooiiii. A numticr of iiifn then 
to pole oft Iram the shOj;c mtl) long bamboos and 
very dowly, inch by inch, tlir raft with ihr bus on boaid 
otoved oiit into the river. At the pnfar at which it moved 1 
estimated tliat it would have taken about an hour to ertm uud 
piTsumabh' the same to come back to pick us op. Then another 
two hours for our journey there and back, plus an hour 
finding and talking to the Governor and it would be tlarL 
My heart sank, but Police Ll. Vinai who had been talking 
to some of die people standing by said dial Otir new cseoit 
was sotncwiiere on this side uf the river and we had probably 
mused them on die road from the town. So back to the town 
we went and uhnig a side mad as far as the junetion wiUi the 
main road wlien* )ie had expected to find them. 

Still tir> sign of the Laiidrover so once more we wctit into 
Kampang Pet, tills lime 10 find something In eat. We had 
already given up the idwi of picnicking, TTheie was no* 
where pleasant to Stop, no trees to sit tinder, no shade, and 
tinned sardines, liquid butter and stale bread seemed mtiirt 
unappetiling. As we once more entered tlic vUla^ we found 
tbc new escort cmisiiig slowly along the road looking for us, 
AO t parked the ear and we went to one of the restaurants, 
to wliich we soon became used, to have our meal. Tlib was 
merely an opcn-Jrontcd shack with two or three tables, the 
cook peribrming miracles on a rainshackle stove in the comer 
luid, of course, half the populalion standing outride to goM 
at us. The proprietor bnou^t a bowl of water for us to wash 
<njr hands and amidst the Intetcited glances and curious 
remarks of the people in the street we washed off some of the 
dust ludore eating. Green Spot, cool from the icc'box (ice* 
Itoxes or refrigrrators weir always available until nue gtjt 
into die northern and eastern parts of die coutitry) whiled 
away the lime whilst the proprietor prepared an omdctir 
and pomelo for us. Vinai did not like our choice of umcletir 
itnd pomelo and announced tjiat he would have some "Itce”. 
Rather htiirld sounding, but of ttnnsc simply the result of 
teaming Mug fish from local teachers. When we explained to 
him the diircrence between the nicoiiing of tlic word ^It 
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with thp and An and dw dJiTcrcni Miumb of the 
two fcrleri he very toon siaw the idc^ and faughed htanily 
when he thought of the dish lie luid suggeated^ hut .1 little 
later OUT fiew’ <^ort told w that iti $0 mimy milc$ ivc mmi 
took out for a road luming to die "‘Rrft" and we had to make 
the explonaTions alt over again* We found invariably that the 
Thais to whom we talked were only too anxious to profit by 
any expbnadoiLs of the language and jorned with us in 
laughing at their mistakes. They then had their own back 
by trying to icadt a few words of Tliai and reduced iju^m* 
seJvcs 10 parias>*stm of mirdi at our umceinJy efforts to spenk 
on dir right note, Tliey obvioitsly Jovrtl explaining tliat we 
liad mid flotnething pcriVciIy appidlirig when wr wo^ 
niennt to uurr a polite word. I| w'^is all vcrr\' amusing and 
we had lout of fun on manyt many occadom, 

Pomdo Ua large fniii sonuewliat similiir in appearance to 
A large grupefruit. Thai word jountb like "sum oh^\ It 
has a tough mil diifieult peel and when this tomes off the 
Izths inside arc cadi coated m a tough pardtmeni-likc skin* 
Tlie Fruit is fleshyi juicy and refreshing! not tot> sweet and 
not too sour^ in other words a very useful fruit* 

We had been raid by our friends in Bangkok that W we 
were doubtful wliai to order For a meal ra demand "cowpat”. 
Tlie>* were srjmewh.it surprised when R. and 1 burst out 
laughing and made feces at one anoHier* but after kouic 
CY planatiun of the Etigliiii meaning gcncrtilly applied to the 
■word ^^cowpat'', they told tis the meal wai not as bad M it 
«oundrdi it was frkd rice witlt small pieesa of nitJt ilireddcd 
inio h und if we winlied 10 take it away from the ti^taurant 
tl would be wrapped up for in a piece of banana leaf- 
CowpsU did indeed form a large part of our diet in the 
following weeks and we always found it a pleasant enough 
Food. 

We were now getting into the wilder paru of the country 
and our new police ofiiccrj accompanied by two policemen 
wilJi sub-nvichine-guns, very gravely wam^ uff not to stop 
on any accoimi for anyone* 

**Nevcr stop for anyone,'* he said# "'If someone steps into 
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the road and raises liis hand fbr ^■oti to stop drive laster. If 
you sec a baby lying m the road drive roumi it, but ilfi not 
stop.** 

lie emphasized this, saying again, very gravely, 

“Do not stop.” 

He explained ihii was a ^vourite bail of the bandits. 
We began to wonrler if some of ilic stories we had been lotd 
about the wilder parts of Thailand vs^ere true, but as it 
iumed out no one thumbed a Ufr and no baby-baits were 
laid lo entrap us. 

After lujich the enunny changed. Instead of straggly bush, 
occasional trees and rice paddis, we drove liirough iliick 
fbrcac. The roAd was full of tsorrugations but they smoothed 
Out soinewiiat when wc drove fast. 


It is the custom of R* and raysdl', wherever we are moior- 
Jog, to change driveix every hour, so that on our journeys 
we drive an equal amount. Hiis is far Ics# tiring than if one 
driver does a long spell and only gives up when bt or site 
is tired, ftui at our lint pause after Lunch to cliange seats 
tlie police Ltutdrover came up after us in a cloud of dust 
and smoke <md a scrcecliing of tyres. In a matter of seconds 
the police fell out wilh machine'gum at the ready, watching 
ihr busli on both tides of the mad for the suspected bandits. 
Fortunately no innocent villager happened to pass by ;t9 ! 
dread to think what his Rite might have been. When we 
fsplainod what was happening aft was smiles and once 
more wc moved on, though at tlic next halt, when R* 
decided lo lind a convenient haystack or other suitable 
cover, the police were after her like a shot and despite her 
proles IS insisted on mounliRg sentry over her. To them it 
scemrd merely a matter of cotrwc anti all in the day*! 
business. There was no unpleasantness Jtboui the matter 
at nil and os R. remarked later on, before she left TTiailaud 
she bod Jest oil sense of modesty. 1 may add that they took 
the same precautions if I paused beside the rood. 
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Chapta 

A Boxing Tournament at Raheng 

We irachcd Riihfng in the middic of die afternoon and aa 
we entered die town were picked up by auodier polia 
patrol and led to the Governor’s home wliere hia wife 
welcomed us widi nndmiandabte EngiisFi and enitrtaJncd 
us until the CJovcmor arrived. He alto spoke a little Enj^lisli, 
tlioug'li not aa well as his wife, and after drinks we were 
token to the government rcsthouse for a hath and a eltasigc 
befcre going the rounds, Tliat afternoon the temperature 
in the car was only loo* F. 

The rcsthouse at Raheng ivas a pleasant wooden building 
ond as usual it was built on piles well above the ground so 
that wr parked die uir bcncstth our h«lro<no, A flight of 
Wooden steps ttiok us up to a cool lounge front which opened 
a dining-room looking ostt tlic local river, with bedrooms 
to right and left. We luid the one to the left with the usual 
type of badiroom communicating, and were verj- ghd in- 
detd to drink our tea, souse ourselves in water and get into 
dean clothes. 

As the reader may wooder bow we managed lor clean 
dothes, and we Itad at least one set of fresh tiiingi every day, 
t can jay that the laundry orrangemeBts in Tltailand are 
better than they are in England, acjibct handed In one day 
are returned the following day, washed and imned. If a 
point is made of it they cod be handed in in the morning 
and retimicd the ume evening. In cpuscqucaice, we woe 
able to carry a reo.tomible t^uantity of baggage and always 
turn up fresh and clean in the evening; R. usually in a rattan 
&ock and myself iti a iharkskin or Hncn snit. lncy«itally, R. 
travelled in a frock and not In slacks, 
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Tea brciughi ID m as sooit ns wt Appcairtd nrnJ ihoriJy 
aftcmardi die Governor, N-ai Pt^bob Subinani. with, hi* 
wfe Mmt'. Qtiimoi, ihe Forestry Ofiica^. Qtan Waianasu- 
vakult the HigHxvay Etigincer, CIiaicD V'ajiubijkk^ the 
Chief of Police and rnore policemen arrivird to take ti 5 first 
ro a temple iu which waa henised a revered statocoi'the King 
who lil^craLed TtLaiJxLnd Ikitn Bnrma, Ring Nar^nen, We 
thru thrtif'C through the town to iwk at the bi^y open^ 
fronted shops and rudicr narrow, crowded streets (to 
joy driving againsi the irafTic in way'\ sirceu breauM 
the Governor could do no wTong!) atid iJieii into the jungle 
to climb 3 mound ot rocks in the twilight to admke the 
view of the surrounding couuUry'isidc, 

It Wits dark W'hen we relumed to the Imngalow* and dinner 
was ou iU w-ay. syperiniendcd by the Bub^Govemor. PrioM 
Bodcnyaridhj Kohermanta. Hie Prince did nnl speak 
Frigikh but beamed gemalty on us aJJ whilst the Cksvcpior 
e?cplamcd that the Princes had herself leaked the bread Ibr 
our meal ai dicy had hnutl tliai Cnglbh people always tike 
lilts whai they eat iind bread is not always available in 
Thailand- It was little incidents of this nature that demons 
simicd the kindlier and TiospitaJity of the Thais. 

Dinner w'aa a vcr>' gay meal. The Governor spoke ikirty 
good English and Mmc. Charuni, his wife^ improved rapidly 
as the time wciii on for she autoniaUcaJly remc-mbered a 
language which she had obviously once spokm almo^l 
perfectly, and and she got on wondctfoUy wclL Chan 
Walanasuvakul also spoke excellent Eitgliili ami everyone 
at the dinner table spoke at least a lew words. 

In the coujut of cotivemthm the ttticadun of Thai boxing 
cropped up, a sport which J very much wanted to see. To 
my surprUt- the Govxrrnor anuourtced that there was a 
Ixixittg iountamrnt iti Raheiig that evening and iisktd if we 
would like to gOn Ol eotJiw 1 jumped at die disuice though 
R* was just a iittk diflidenC about it. She had never iecii 
boxing, even under QueensbciTy Kules, and what the 
lutd hmrd about Thai boxing made her wonder ivfaethcr 
err not she would like it. However, we alt wenii tnaidng 
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Up a party octrtipyujg the fmiit row of the nngvde feats. 

I sfiotild explain that Tliai lK)xit^ is very dilff^rejii ro 
boxing under Quccasbeiry Rules. ( may not 1 ^ quite right, 
but as iar m 1 can utiderrtand, pmctically everyrhing is 
permitted except biting, holding and pulling the dllier 
fellour's hair. The boxers may kick, buir, obtain a strangic 
hold and thump the other fellow’s face wliJle brining their 
knee up to hit him in the cliin, and kidney pimcius and 
rabbit punches arc not barred. 

Hoxing gloves arc the one coucessloii. 

Before each contrst the opiwncnts generally kuceJ 

in the ring and pray for success whiUt offering up thanks to 
dicir instructor. Tlicy then s^nnciiniea niime coining 
contest in the ring, l^ocli man will prance about scpiiratciy) 
hitting, kicking and prjaing ui the various lighting gestures, 
all in slow lime, whlbi a particular variety of miiitc is played 
during this p;trt of the performance. Ckmtrary to w'lut we 
had always beeti told, this mime i$ not always canit'd out. 
In fact, later, ai (Jbue, E attended another contest where 
noi one of tlic boxers perfonned the celebrated dance. Tlic 
praying and the mime over, die referee calls the two con¬ 
testants together in rhe ting, puts his arm round the nedt of 
each and all three Eieads touch, wlilltt he gives ilicjn their 
final insimctioits. He then moves out of the way, the bcl! 
rings, seconds jump out of the ring and llic fight is on. 

When T say the fight is on, 1 mean the Jigfa is on, ft is not 
b<»ing us we know it. Hie gcntlmpii iiom the Blue comer 
will probably huh out with a swinging right, only to Btid 
Red's fool giving him a hefty blow in the cfiesi. 'rhene is 
little sparring for poaitioti. The whole hglii is u mixed com¬ 
bat of wiarring arms, butting heads and locking leg*, 
ifeavy falls are fmjuenily take n and the referee heaves the 
opponrnti apart. .A most efTcfcdve knock-out is to bring the 
knee sharply up under the chin of your opponent as he beads 
forward, and one knock-out 1 saw was perfect to its finish; 
n straight left kick to the right Jnw practically laid the taau 
out and as lie fed tlic winner’s right fui came round to crash 
on to the point of the foiling manV left jaw. He was oom- 
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pktcly anij at»otuif^1y knockrtl inuE imd alter the referee 
had duJy rounEecl him out m the inicliEioniil wny, he lay on 
Ehe canvas twitching slightly btJt after several mitmtes did 
noE come to. A stretcher, vdiich was kept liandyv was 
thrown up into the ring, the Joser was tDlled on to it and he 
carried off, whilk the wnner, after bowing to the 
audience jumped over the ropes and disappeared. 

Aa the t<nnperaturp b pTCily hot the boxing takes place iu 
an open-air ring at nig^ under electric How upon 

row cif spcctaiors fade Imo the duefcncaa and one can just 
discern a sea of light filers againit die backgremnd of die 
nigliEp Overhead millinns of brilliaDt stars shine on the sceric 
and aJI Ehc time the band of pipes and drums pUtys a monoi- 
onous but l^sdnailng tune. Two times only seem to be 
played, one during t!ie pnlitninartes and minting of the 
boxers and one during the actual fight. ITie spectators 
yeli and shout and cherr. There is no question of the tcfcrce 
thrcfitening to slop die light unless the spectators keep 
quiet. All contests are for five rounds of dircc minutes 
each and of ihc five com eats that took place diLa ev'ening 
the first ended in a normal knock-out from which the lo«cr 
rapidly rccovcTedt but the losers in die second* third and 
fourth contests were all carried away cm strctchrrra, still 
micouseious. The last coutest was one of Lhe best and the 
yells of delight from the audience when Red comer mimagcd 
to get Blue corticrV leg firmly under his ieft arm wliibt hr 
pmcerded to hammer him hi miry pan orhtit face and l>ody 
wiifi his right fist was a thing I shall remember for many a 
long day. ThiTc was a sligbl pause whiht one of them spat 
ou* a mouElifuI of teeth into the ring. Tlien die bell went 
for the ttid of die round and whihi the jMXOnds revivitl dtr 
btExnr anmhcr tnan jumped into the ring with ^ dustpan 
and brash to sweep op the teeth. 

Long Ijeforc the end R. was sitting widi her eyes dosed 
and itTvcml times suggested that we might go home, but 
tnir hosts were ihnmughly enjoying themselves and hiotfl^ 
however strong, did not peneiRiic thdr consciousness so wc 
sat out the contest lo the very end. I must say for my part 
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I rnJo>^ it tlKimuglily, when ! had the oppurtumty 
went Id ajiothcT tdtunntnetit in Vhot R. flatly ttrfuj^d to 
accompany me, h b certainly no sport for the M|tie£tmbk 
and ilfosc who dislike b!ood$lied. 

The one thirty R* loved was lo see the hoi and cxliamicd 
coniestams sitting on stools in their comers at the end of 
each round witibt their seconds pulled out the lop ordieif 
drawers and poured cold watet inside and iticn dpped 
more water Inside their socks. Rcfrcaliirkg—almost shudder- 
in^y 

Some of the aanouncements of [brthcciiiilng contcista 
are couched in rather amusing wmtb. I quote fttun an 
annmmcenient of ^^The Grand Batde at Rajadamnern 
Siadiuh, Svinday, jtoch Fehruary 1555'*, printed in English. 

^^2nd Event. Thong Sukc Tttiamkamhaeng (Red cor- 
ner^ 138 lb,) v, Su-KJiiitn (Blue corner^ 136 Jb.]- Thting 
Suite in I he Red comer. Fhusyng star of ThnimpTadtdh 
Camp—a colourTul fbttnan with good terrific Eatic treat 
who loves advaordng style with ‘Give and taJee^ method 
and worshipping the "Do or die* motto. And Su^Khiirn in 
the Blue ronicr, Super star of Kedsongkram Camp, he b 
tough aggressive kicking poisoner wlio loves to bang and 
kick opponents from gong to finish but irirerinr forre/^ 

I w^ certainly sorry tml to be able to see die aggressive 
Idcking poisoner bang and kick his oppenent (tom gong to 
finidij but other things aupcivcned. I wa^ sorry, t»o, not 10 
see Ctiam Thaimprasitdlt "fighting agent with full of ttU 
actions and rxpririenced in die in-figfiting which alwap 
plant cut for hisopponmts^\ I think he might have won that 
patlicnlar conirsi as he was ‘"a leading figfttzng tvilent iif 
past and present w^hosr Hglit kicking work is very fearful to 
opponents because of Ills dangerous timb Is the own rdme 
in the ring*service.^* 

Then tlicnc was Snerhehau Vontmkit ‘"estpcrienccd in 
style advancing lead followed kick and elbow*\ and Pand- 
hsak Vithccchaj, “;i violetii dangemuj tornado with lerrific 
pc^wer of punch and kkk who loves to march in and invade 
opponents with dangcr^limb and gives referee to do some 
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job in "Ono—, two-ten' into opi^enent's cars'"* 

Tlic unufiEal feature, 3 U for as I was ooneemedi at tlib 
particular "‘Grand BatUr“ wa* a speda] ten-rotmil contest 
tinder Qneeuisberry Rules. I would ratlicr like to have seen this 
to compare it with our own IxxEing, particularly as one of 
the vontesEants was known as ‘‘the Gliin Breaker of I•cytc^^ 
1 was told that this vidoiu wording wus part of a cam^ 
paign to frighten the otlxct side! 

Certainly^ no visitor to "flmland should leave the country 
whhout seeing a Thai boxing contest. Ii b fast and ftniorus 
and tlioroughly entertaining aiid exciting, wlillst die ac* 
companyuig music baunis one for days aJftcrw'ards, 

We simply loved Raheng ajid the pcoptci and our stay 
iJicrc was one of the high-lights of our journey. 

Wliilsl we were (here a Esir was being held^ 1 will not 
wxile about iJio Mr itself* though it was full of intenat. 
People were dancing there, not in the Tliai d ami cal style 
but mote or lcs$ in the Eurofjean bitUfoom style, Aa 1 do 
not know onestq) from arH>dier 1 will ask R. tadt^H^ritic iL 
'^Tliai bnJLronm daiidng* as we saw It tn the i'ciurury 
districts, h uidikc the western style* The niuiic U rhythmic 
and modern, lliough not playird with saxophona and 
trumpets but witli other mtlicr liigli pitched wind instru¬ 
ments* The men and women stand in separate graups uniil 
the music stara, when the men cho*e thdr partners. The 
couples dance aide by aide rtmod the room, bodies awaying. 
their feet doing a iwo-stcp. The high-light, to US;^ is the grace 
of movement paniculady of the women's hands which lliey 
move tip and dowm in front of themp twiating and luming 
Uic tvtiata and fingers aa in die cUis^ical dances, 'flicy must 
be taught from a very early age to manipublc wrists and 
fingers for every womau seems to possess bcautifu] hands 
and to use ihcm gracefully and wi t It suppleness whether 
dancing, speaking or mof ly ineiving objects from pluct^ to 
pfaceJ' 

llte nigiits Ai Raheng were dxil and quite a cold w^Jnd 
blew from dir river so that we were much rtfrvahird by our 
slay there. 



Chapter Tm 


Wi Cross tke Mountains and enter 
Ckiang Mai in S^le 

Our next itngc ttom lo Qibng M;u was one of the 

tougher parti of our jonme jv We were mw jn the north of 
ThaiLmd aind liad lo take a mountain road for a king way 
Ijdbrc wc reached tlic nortliem captud^ 

The Governor had told tis that we might sec clcphanti 
working and described to us a forest truck down which we 
ihoutd turn to fmei thein. After aborut twenty mUts over a 
no wojTKr mad than utuoli wie turned off into a narrow 
trade between ctumjjs of bamboo and juugic and bumped 
om way ilowly over the s;ind and grasS;^ dodging in and 
out of bushes undt;^ after about iwn and a buir mlie?^ we 
came to a teak seitlemeat. But aJl the dephants had gone 
to Kampang Pet- We only saw an enormous accumulation 
ol leak logs w^aJtLng to be floatcti down the river when the 
mins came and the cumcnl w^as strong enough. Back 
through the jungle we weot to Ihe toad and then to gut 
delight we met dephauu padding flowly along beside the 
way. 'llity stopped for us At the coitintand of Umr iidtn 
and we took pictiim of die great beasts. 

Something m^c R- ftoop down and Ionic under titc car 
and tlierc she found oil dripping from the back axle. Hasty 
eiiq limes from ilic police told m thut there was a tlepot of 
the Mitiistry^ of CbmmunicaEions af Thocu some twenty- 
four miles emp and eo we hurried lo get there in ca^ the oil 
Wiis foWi as I did not know how long the axtc had been 
dripping. Se^'cntccn miles further on we come to a road 
Jimction with a man toitering there but no incUtathm as id 
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wliJch roait we ahouUI lake, I appfoaclicd the- man and 
trpeated “Thocn” several times, fim poinluig to one road 
and then pointing to another, A( tasi lie appeared to ututcr- 
stand my accent and pointed vigoroutly away to ihc left track 
so down tins we mofved looking for die depot of the high- 
w'dys depanmcot. At Iasi we reached a toad barrief and 
there seemed no possibility whatsoever of gelling thrmigh. 
There was no diversion so 1 was preparing to take to Uic 
hush and find our way through when a new escort raced up 
10 us, cotwnaiidcd by Captain Safedi Vaidyakula of l-,ain- 
pang, having with him five policemen. Whilat we tried to 
talk with him a Landitwcr load of police Iiurried up from 
Thoen and our original escort arrived in a cloud of dust. 
It appeared that Thoen was nearly ten miles behind us. 
We should Itavc taken the right fork at the road junction. 
So back we went, nil! 1 lurrying because of the dripping olL 
Unlbrtunatcly we got bcliitid a lorry and the choking 
clouds of dust were s6 thick that we couid not s« to paas 
but had to follow slowly, puffing and spitting, in d^ty 
wake. We cv'entually fbuiid the Mmistry of ConununLcatioiis 
depot. The official in chotge had heaM about us and had 
instructions to give us all the help we needed if by chance we 
on him. Ilirce mechanics uxre (lutckly found and they 
proceeded to undo the packing of the back arclt and fix tt 
up again. We had not tost much oil and apparenUy it is a 
very cotiutron tiling in Thailand for cars or lorries to sufler 
fiotit tills trouble; die high IcmpeTatiires and die pounding 
to which the axle t* subjected are the causes, Of course, alt 
this took some time to put right, hut w*liil#t the work 
done for us we sat in the shade and eiyoycd out pitaiic 
lunch. 

1 was ratlicr sorry fiir the delay of two liours as we hod 
not come very far on our journey and still h.td the liartiat 
pan in front of us. Back we went to die road tMrricr. t had a 
special letter fititn the Ministry uf Coirununicationi giving 
us pertniaaion to uavcl over this road and roqttdting the 
tiighway authorities to facilitate our passing over it W'ldi 
tills letter, backed up by two cur-Soads of police, the wurfe- 
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mi!:ii soon rcmD^'cd all die otmiadca and put down kfg^ to 
form 4 temporary bridge lo cnabTc u% to piiss. We wtuit 
through and up towards the moimiaijis of the tionh. 

Tills wui one of the most intcrcstinj^ parti of our rndre 
joumey as well as one of the most dJfHollt* Thu mad surface 
rapidly became even wottw. Tliere were frequent culvms 
riglit acm^ the rqad+ njcts, hoieSj dust and everything that 
the motorist dislikes. But the scenery' made up for it all. As 
wc climbed into the hilte the forest gttrw thicker and the 
colouring of the leaves, wliich fell around us in showers, was 
extremely Eieauiiful. Many of the Iravv^ were W’^cU over a 
foot long and Bometimes the car rusded through them llhe a 
boy shuffling his feet iu the leaved of a beech wood in 
Enghtnci. The country was well populated; there were 
dozens orbabios cvcr>*whrrc and crowds of small children. 
Frequendy wliilst in Thailand we found it difficuh tn decide 
whether the {lersoti wt wetu IrKiking iii was a boy or a young 
mani^ as mosi of them are smat) and look far younger than 
thdr age- The same thing applies to die cattle which arc 
not much bigger ihan one of our hnlf-grown calves. Some 
oi the cows won; bamboo gongs hanging round their necks 
widi a clapper on eadi side of the gong causing a bett-Ii]te 
note as they move about. 

Gradually die road became steeper and more dlfflcuit. 
On this stretch Ikim Tliocn lo Lee it is ^bll under construe^ 
non and from lime to dme we met bulldozers wliikt all 
along this route tlinjugh die mountains were hundreds of 
men digging at rocks aud earth, felling trees and budding 
bridges. Tlic road in many places is simply a ledge hadeed 
out of the iddc of ihc miountajnjf. On one ^idc tiir densely 
rards^ted fiUls tower into the iky» on llic other there is an al¬ 
most v'crtica! drop clotlied with ciumpu of giant bamboo, 
leak trcrt and all the? tropical vegetation of the north. Tlic 
denseness o1' the jungle pTc^TJited us from seeing far down 
into dtc deptbsp which was oomfortingi and several dmes I 
cook refuge in the thought that if w^e did dip or roll over the 
edge we should not go far before wc were held tip by the 
dense clumps of bamboo or the trerni-jiiioiLS ticGip 

loq 


THAILAifT) JOUWNEV 


boufden wm liackird out of the moiuiminjdie they 
were tumbled over the edge down mto the Ibrest und little 
by Uttic tlie narrow truck widened. We travelled round 
hoiT'pin bends oonlinuously and did not have a stnught run 
of a hundred yards during several bouts* journey. VVe had 
to dodge round huge boulders, climb over smaller rocks or 
into holes. Once or twice the rocky surface gave place to 
loose sand tiirougb which we moved with difhculty. For 
nearly two and a half hours we travelled iu low gear. Occa« 
aionaUy the track would dipat an angle of nearly 45 degrees, 
and liaxitig got to the Itottom of a chasm would abruptly 
change and go upwards at die same steep angle. Wlura we 
photographed the car travelling along the road it would 
sometimes completely disappear from view. We went over 
ramshackle bridges. Once or twice we had to move away 
from the track which was being made and find our way 
througlt the Ibrest- It was hot. W'e were thirsty and there 
W‘a$ nothing to drink,, for we soon consumn! the small 
quantity of liquid w'c had carried with us and here in the 
forests and mountains of tfie north we, of courw. did not 
find the frequent wayside stands produdng cold Green SjxjI 
oc Coca. Cola. 

Gradually we climbed to the summit and started to de^ 
sccntl- At last wc came Into more open country and on to 
something nescmbliug a road- At last w(^ saw a wayside 
police siaUtm. W'e weni inside to get water and fcelmg re¬ 
freshed and a little rested carried on again svitb Uic journey. 
The coticentraiion and physical efTmt rivetled in moUiring 
over the mountain track wa,^ very great and very dring. One 
dayv no doubt, this will be a magnilicetti road bul that time 
has not yet arrived. Indeed, like most of the roads in Titai- 
laiid it is still under cotutmclion and my admimdnn gtxa 
out to the uuthorities for the enormous amount nf work 
they have done on tlteir comtnunicatiom since the end of the 
war; a work which is at least making it possible to travel 
about the country, however uiicurofort.-iblc it may be. 

Ai«l so at last, wearily, we came to l.amphun where ycl 
another police l.umdrovcr awaited us. Tbe Lieutenant in 
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charge came iip^ fluted, anil briefly told me to follow liim* 
Before 1 could tell him Uiat I would mthtr he beiiiud 
aud had die dust, be liad tliot olT mto the distanre, Tltc 
iTsod ttnd improved t%htly »o ilm it was posdbk, diough 
barely and certainly extremely uncOnifbrtablev travel 
at 40 m.p.lu However^ our new dood iept going. Thdr 
lioni w 0$ sounding all ihr time and all traiftc as thry ap¬ 
proached waved off the road or diiretcd 10 a iiaudstill 
^t the side nf the road tintii had piised. We travelled 
like this lot abaot fifteen milcft* \rith ail traffic stopped, the 
ieadlng Land rover hiKrting like mad, ourselves following in 
3 doud of dmU and a second I^ndrover bringing wp the 
rear and continuing the fioodng^ We charged inio the diy 
ofChiang Mai* roaring through the irafFic-haked streets and 
pulled up before tiic Governor's residence* A most niagnifi- 
Cenl entry which made R- anti oie forget our fatjgnc.* but tt 
aliw made us apecchless with laughter. 

And then, of course, the iu.c\iiablc anti<lituax turned up. 
Tile Goveruur was aw^ay; no one iti hts house had heard of 
Ml a smartly dcr^ird girl dtscTaimtd all knowledge of us and 
handed us back Prince Chula'r; letter with a dkdaiuful air. 
We w^erc disinised and left to fend for ourselves I am not 
surprised for we must have looked awfid tramps in a travcl- 
ttained car and covtrrcd froiu liend to root in red duxt,, 
Ktrrakcd with strearm of pertpiration which had mn dowti 
our faces. Howimr, the police took us to a rather dingy- 
looking hole] where no Engtlsli was spoken and where I waj 
dun^Ti a couple of dungeon-Iike roonts* on the ground floor 
for a change iirsEcad of hetng airily situated on stilts. I (fid 
not like the look of thr place and went round to make en¬ 
quiries and heard of another hotel wliose name sounded like 
“Cl ling In ng”. I never discovered whctlier tliia was itJ riglit 
uamr or jxol but coDtiuucd. to enquire for tile hotel owned 
by the State Railways, which, I had been told ju Bangkok, 
WAS the place where we should probably stay in OibEig Kf id, 
1 nphiincd dtat it wai probably near the rail way siation and 
might E!ven be a llitlc way ouUide tlie town, but no one iiad 
heard oTh so we went to ihr 'Xlunalutig^^ 
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Ai a matter of fact the “Cliinalong” fnr whatever it is) 
Hoirl W04 rjuite cumfoitahlc. We had our tisttul plamly 
furnished nwm witfi nti AB Baba batJi adjmning. Iti fbel it 
Will raitter superior iu some wap bccatir<r we actually had 
a at-down w.c. instead of the more usual hole iu the floor. 

Wc were vcr>’ lired that night and as we had no Governor 
to think of and consequently no programme to carry out 
during our stayv >vc were able to bathe tme! lie down until 
wr thought it time for dinner. Then we found that the 
hotel did not supply food and had no restaurant attached. 
However, one of the hotel employees offered to take us to a 
nearby restaurant. i\s we moved off towards this rcsiaunuit 
in the dork streets we Iieard a clank behind us and looking 
round found, about ten paca away, a laithful escort of two 
policemen each wiiii ids s«b-machine*gun stung over hu 
shoulder. When we reached Uie restaurant, the usual semi- 
open-air kind of place, they discreelly took up thtdr poaitions 
oui:nde, one at each comer where they could keep an eye 
on us. 1 never Trolly dUcovered whether this constant guard 
was a compliment or to sec tiiat wx did not get into mis¬ 
chief, though I ptrfer to think it was the former, as I am 
really quite.sure it was. 

We tverc somewhat flabbergasted when the trailer handed 
US a menu containing a list of eighty differmt dishes printed 
in script which wc did not understand any In) w. Eventuaiiy 
we received some asparagus soup, something called fried 
chicken (wliich I don’I think it was) widi chipped potatoes 
Olid tea. Feeling dred wc wandered back io the hotel, fell 
into bed and slept like logs, although our day's run liod 
only been tgfl milca. But we had been at It before dawn ami 
it was dusk when wc arrived at Chiang Mai, 

Brenkfast the folbwing day was bacon and eggs and lea, 
but ihc lea was a creamy liquid, obviously almost ueat 
Nmtle's milk with a faint colouring of tea added. We sent 
this away and asked for ordinary lea only—no milk. Tliii 
produced a jug of hot water and a powdered subnonce 
colled *‘Nestea" of which we had never heard. DoiibtlEsi 
an admirable product but we did nut want it. Ttus was s 
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tER-giomng countiy on (bt v agint of China and we were 
detenhined to get somr decent tea whicli we had had 
ihreughniit Thailand. At last they nndentood and brought 
tis the ordinsry excellent Thai tea, but later it u-as ex¬ 
plained to us that they Thought that visifOirx from England 
would not want to dttnk the stufT diat the lliais ihemseU'es 
indulged in and we had been provided with two alterna¬ 
tives which to tlictr eyes were much greater luxuries. At the 
same lime I ihintc they were rather pleased to iind tliat w^e 
really did enjoy the same food and drink as they enjoyed 
thenisrh'es. 

IaIct in the monung, a change fnini our before-dawn 
starts, we touk the ear to a local garage to be greased and 
looked over. Next we went to make oiir number with the 
BntUit Consulate, There are only two BritisJt Ckinsulatcs in 
Thailand away from Bangkok, one being at Songkia in the 
Ditreme south near Malnyu and the other being at Chiang 
kfoi in tlu* for north* l.t.-Col, Jacobs-Larkeoni, the Consult 
Wat aw'ay in the mountains but an extremely helpful Tlioi 
cjcrk drafted signals for us to the Governors of Chiang Rai 
and Lampang to udvise them of a change in our route 
which we proposed to make. 

The biinisiry in Bangkok had suggested that we came 
back on our tracks from CliJajig Mai and made for Lompang 
and then by a roundabout route turn north again Jbr 
Chiang Kai. TTiis we did not wisli to do. We knew there was 
a track of some sort from Chiang Mai to Fang and thence 
through die mountains and forests to Chiang ^i. Everyone 
insisted that there was no rood anil that the track, as such. 
w» quite impassable for us. NeverthclESs, as the Gnvern- 
ment did not actually Ibrhid its to make tlte journey, we 
decided to go that way, 

Ju."!! as we were leaving the Confutate, Mrs. Jacoby 
Larkcom arrived. We went In and had drinks with her and 
^e told us a good deal about the mHghbouriuiod, induding 
its leper settlrmcnt. where she had been that morning, and 
tlir xoo. Her husband apparently spent moat of liis dme in 
the surrounding mountams iviih the hillntcR, In rdkiny f 
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to Other people I Lcami ih^t he had gained a $omcwliat 
peculiar repotaLion for hardinm because hr always made 
these joymeys thitnigh forest md luountaiit in hare fret and 
in Tact only vyurc shors at all iit dvilbed luntpundirig^. He 
had ffitind that foot coATrings cmisrd bUstcr^ particularly 
when wading though streams and climbinK iwer rough 
coyntr>\ Hia feet had liardencd and he wa$ able lo Travel a* 
well and comTonably as a muuntam-nian, 

Incidenmlly, Mrs. Jacobs'Larkcom told us where to find 
thr railway hotel for wWch 1 had l>ccn seardiing. ll was 
actually called tlic Tcrminiis Hotel and it was^ as I had 
luspcctcdt at the raitway sLaUDu soim couple of miles out¬ 
side die town. So on leaving the Consulate we went thctc 
for lunch and looked over lliv place. Ortaiinly it was ilu: 
best hotel in Chlang Mai^ but we were reasonably comfori- 
able at our *^*Cismalt>ug"’ and dneided to stay there. At the 
"'Cltiimdong'^ we met Mr. Godfrey of the Shell Company 
who had Ijwn staiinned in these pana for somr years ."uid 
know's most of the local road conditions. According to him 
t!ic meld from Fung to Chiang Roi wafl not as bad as the 
mad from Thcurn to Lee* over whidi we had already passed^ 
though lie was paJpably surprised to bear tliut ivr had bmught 
iiyr car over tills mountmn o>ad a«d at first wiis inclined to 
thin k we were pulling lus leg- He told tis iliai^ from whai he 
knew, if we Lad managed ihut road we could certainly get 
through to Giiang Rai but he wumrti tis tu hrok out for 
Ugm as ti wia a tigcr-infcsicd coiiiiLrj\ 

riiat afiCHKion* coUcctifig our car from iJie garage^ we 
weiT 3UJp|>cii by .a man who ^aid that he had been by 
ilir GovemOf to took after vA. He tried to rxpkiin that he 
liad lcK>kcd fcir us the previous day and all tlmi niuntutg had 
been trying to fmd us but lind arrived at each place after 
we lutd left. VVt took lii* word for it, ihatiked him and said 
I here was nothing he ccnild do as tl ic police were already 
doing every possible thing for in. He added that the Gnvxrtinr 
had iracncd Uircc moms for us in the first hotel that we had 
visited and that the hotel people bad nuidc a muddle be¬ 
cause of a rnisundematiding. 
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Tlicre is so ranch lo sec And do in Cluatig Mai iind the 
vianiiy that during our stay dicrc we had itumlTicicnt rime 
(o sec everything. Bm we did visit the Wat Etei Siitt-p, stime 
3»ooo feet up in the raountains about fifteen miJea ouiside 
the town> going with the police in ihdr Landrover. The 
appfuacli Wits a tenific climb over an appalling surface and. 
when at Iasi we arrived at the foot of llic very long stair¬ 
case leading up to die temple our hearts Failed us. Two ennr- 
rnoiiB dragons, stvaJlowing seven-heatled sr.rpans, formed 
the fiiiial of the atone holustrades of tliis siaircstsc, aitd as we 
looked upwards there seemed an inUnite number of tile steep 
high steps conunaii to die country disappearing almost into 
the cloudy distance before dice readied the temple itsell'. 1 
am sure it was a very One temple and I am quite certain 
that we should have matle the efTort required to climb up 
these innunieTable sierp steps m the hlaaitig heat of the 
aflemonn sun, but tlie fact remtiiits that we did not- Wc took 
piciura of tlie dragons swallowing serpents and tlien we 
turned round and humped down the mouQtainside once 
more. 

More police hud kept ao eye on our car at the garage (it 
was not ready when we called for it after lunch) and a 
meelumic WhIS still doing things to it as he liarj discovered 
that the back axle was still leaking slightly. It was die police 
who offered vis the use of their I*aiidrover to take us u» the 
Consulate wlicre wc were due for lea ivith Ain. Jacobs- 
Larkcom. Cnfortunatdy the Loudrover wa* hot and tired 
too and would not start. Wc were already late and as we 
were close to the hole! 1 phoned Mrs, Jaeobs-Larkcom and 
told lirr why we were l«ie. She at Once said she would come 
aud collect us and I went bark to the l-androver and ex¬ 
plained lo our police captain and R. that ilie eomulate car 
was coming for us. 1 hr efErct on die {julice wa^ amazing; 
diey almost burst intu tears and tmplurtd us not to desert 
them and theur J-nridrovei'. They said they would mako It 
start somehow bin that we mu« let iJiem take us to the 
Consulate. R. and I could not help laughing when we saw 
how icriouB divy were and how hurt their pride was at tmr 
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$ugg<»tJO})^ I compramised and otpbmcd that Mit. Jacobs- 
Larkcom was coaiiiig for us, so that if wc met her I lOMSL 
get eiut of their car and jam her* this, of coiirSCt protadiug 
tkil Uir Landrover would mdeed start. I thitdt most of the 
neighbourhofxl were turned out ro puih^ aud dot^ the 
main street of Chiang MyJ went the l^itdinver laden wiili 
police^ R- and myself, doing a steady live or ik tnUa an 
hour through die united elToris oi^somc twenty man-power. 
At last there wai a terrific aq>losicn itnd the l^diover 
shuddered and almost leapt iuto tlie air and rmhed off in a 
cloud of dust <itmI naise under its own power. Sndlcs fioiit 
the prillec and delighted explanations that rhdr car only 
needed a resr. Then t saw the consular Vauxhall coming 
towards us. I asked them to lia[t and I jumped cut to slop 
Mrs. Jatobs-i.arkcotn who was making (or out hotck I 
explained again what bad Imppened and she laugfiingSy 
Agreed Id wait whilst I crossed the roud to the Laudrover 
and eoUccied R. But die police were adamant* Nol 1 ixiuld 
go in the coimubircar they quite rtalbcd iluii 1 must not 
be rude to my ho^u^s biti K* Vi'as m the police or and the 
police diemselvcs woutd dcpostC her safely at the Comulatc- 
And so it luippctted. I went in the Vauxlialt, R. went in the 
I^ndrovcr* e^'^etyone was happy* *^face'* w^u $aved and the 
delighted police dUappeared as we went in to tea. 

i have not spocc to tell of the wonderful enamcJwarc 
made m Chiang Mat, the silk which b woven fmm the 
cocoons of die worms which feed on the locn! mulberry 
treefi tn the sutroundltig mountains, nor !mve I space to 
write of the flowers but t must mcnljou the russses of double 
jerbera which grow Iterc and* indeed* over all the coimiry. 
The single jcrliera, so esteemed in Etiglajulr is almost des¬ 
pised at ;i weed; the double blosum it wortliy uf ^ garden, 
although i Riysdr prefer the single bloom 1 Aba 1 must des¬ 
cribe ihr cnuaular water-wheel for tlie thing tliat had caught 
nty eye w hen we ftmi went lo the cousuhite iviu the aimiringly 
lo^Tly green liiwiis surrounding the Imildtng. "Ilie comubte 
sits oil the hanks of ilir river Ping and bcticlc It ti dir icatcr- 
wheel p "111 is b built cnrircly of bamboo with^mt ^ ringle imil 
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m its cnthie stmctunr. Thi; paddles air of bamboo ibe 
9 poJres of stout bamboos. The hub is a piece of very iqj^ 
bamboo and all the f^tcnings arc made with strips of cane. 
Round the drcutnfcficiicc of the wbee) arc hollow bamboo 
ptpc$ set at a slight angle so dial as the force of the stream 
working on the paddled ttittis the water-wheel, the hollow 
bamboos fill with water which is ixtaiiiLed inside ihcm on liie 
upward turn of the wheel owing to the angle at wliicfa they 
are tcL When they reach the lop of the wheel and rhernforr 
become lioiixomal lijc water poiiw ontp the jet being caughi 
in a tiougli. And so there ii a constant sertes oTJets of water 
pouring from die bamboos set anaund the wheel and os the 
trough hlh the water is led away in more hallow bamboos^ 
bored with holes at frequcni. [tnervah and led over the 
[awtis and gunlens of the Consulate. It h an cosy matter 
to move dioe hatnbx^ pipc^ as and when n^uired and the 
result is a lovely oasis oJ' flowers and green tuif m an other¬ 
wise rudier burnt up countryside- 
We had a new noise that night. Ufitially It was die count'^ 
less barldng dogs which gave us resdess nights^ but on this 
occasion someone patrolled the street healing a woodcii 
gong at mlcTvala. One could hear him approuching from die 
disiantt^ the beat becoming louder under our wiudowi and 
gradually dying awuy again only to start once more a ihort 
time later. Iti the morning the police told us thh was the 
town watclinian going round the town beating on biimboo 
gongs lo rKitify everybody that he nw^akc and guarding 
the town. 1 lupposc one gets used to il and steeps whilst tJie 
watchman wuteha. 


Chapt<7 Eleven 


The Jungle Road to Chiang Rai 

Wh£n left Cliumjp Mflj early irj the morning the tlienno* 
incicr only regisicrod 68^^ F- People were just beginniDg to 
,ippcar m Uie town^. ilie ivio[i)en wearfng much brighter 
coloured cLcptlung than runJifn^ south iind having long liair. 
M£m>' of them wrapped baiti towds round tlicir dtoiildcrs 
for warmth at this early hotir. Even at 7,30 a^ui. the tern- 
peratnre in the car was only 64* F. 

Wc soon ran into detoe focfsi with a fairly good^urfece to 
the road wliich climbed in' and about the hiUs beside the 
river Ping* After a lime we were travelling in miat or !ow 
douda but OE the sun rose these dispersed and by the dme 
wc reached CMang Dow^ where wc stopped to take pictur«p 
the day was aLreudy heating up« 

Whilst wc wandered about in CHiiang Dow a Landrover 
witii six armed policemen came up and said they Liad been 
ordered to escort US |o Chiang Rai. They tlicn sliot ahead 
and vanisiicd m the diflianec. 

Ute air in the hills was iovely and frcsti^ die streamg 
sparkling and dear, malting chec^I noi$« as they rippled 
over and round the ^ones. Birtls were ringing. Many irces 
were covered with applc-lJkc yn^nu pa!*: manvc iind pink 
flowers hh»incd on the vines which climbed over die 
bougluE. Tcak» palm trees of various sorts, and giam bamboos 
grew in prolusion^ white, rcd» purple and orange leaves oil 
hclpci! to ntakf: a most ddightfu! anti colourful pkturc. 
Later ihe autumn-dotett leaves wiHjTdt of course, give place 
ID the &csh green of spring W'hidi was not far nway^ IVtean^ 
while, we climbed mart inio the lulls through tall flowering 
grasses covered with blue convolvulus. Patelies of the ground 
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were covered with fluwm Eike giant periwinkles. From time 

10 lime we came to huts made of bamboo matting set oo 
ttiJifl and ^e mad begsm to xig^ag upwards into the densely 
fbrtsted Jiills. Country bullock carts painted bright coteHirs, 
witli clepliants carv'^ on the backt passed condnttoitBly 
along this part of the road and in the grazing at tlte edge of 
the forest were cattle tied by a rope to the end of a loi^ pole 
]rivoted between hvo uprights with a conntcr*weight at the 
shorter end. Xhis enables the beast to graate casiJy and to 
iiiCTCttse its radius, whilst tlic further it tries to move away 
the greater u the pressure from the raised cmmier^vdi^itcd 
cod of iJte pole. 

Before we reached die luming near Fang our ashtray fetl 
oir. By this 6mc pmcdrally cvcrytlung .it all loose on the 
car had johed oif. (iur radio packed up ou the second day 
out, the overdrive followed suit the day alier, and then one 
by one cverydiiug tlmt was not an integral part of the car 
worked Joase and fell ofT irilh a clatter. Our compass had 
tong since gone and we steered on oeccuion by a pocket 
comp:ua taken out on to the road, iiidecd, it is a wonder to 
me iljiit the car itself kept going after the roads over which 

11 had already carried tis, tliough tlie present one was 
rcaaonabty good. 

Tim houses in every village were smothered in bougaiu' 
villon, not the common puce variety but of lovdy iQtea .md 
reds, of brick coJoiuv w-hitc, pale purple and tnnuve. 1 liuve 
never seen so many dliTercnL coloutx of tM>tig.*unvillea in any 
otiier oountry. 

TIic road surface from Chiang Mai to Fang was the Iwst 
we had found, except from Bangkok lo Lopburi* .-md we 
dren-e along liap}»Iy in these early morning hours watcliing 
the rights of ihe cmmiryride as the temperature gradually 
stoked up. Theu w‘p caim: to a rignpost. It was a rod king of 
a signpost with afxml half a doxen diflerent amas, tome 
pointing in die direction we were going, some down the 
road over which we had just come and one solitary little arm 
poiiiling to a narrow, kmc gravel road which vwjji off to the 
right. 
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Fiing was only a few oules ahead, but bcfc we left tltt road 
and turned oo to the track which was c\'eii!ually TO take us 
to Chian|f Rai. It was a very narrow trail riot much wider 
than the car. llie surface was loose pravd and much of the 
time tt^ass grew along ilie middle of the road leaving two 
thin tracks for the wheels to run in. Even this gave out every 
now and again and we had. to make a detour through the 
jungle, usually a sandy path going over hummocks and 
boulders, win^g to and out Uirough die pant bamboos and 
apparently leading tts deeper and deeper into the dense 
forest. This was tiger country and though we bad no fear of 
being attacked we kept our eyes open in die hope of seeing 
one of the big beasts. Eventually the feitai track would bring 
us back on to the roatL Down would plunge the road at an 
angle of 45 degrees and tiicn up again as steeply. Sometimes 
we went through shallow streams or over bridges built ouly 
of matting and not intended for siidi vehicles as we were 
driving. Tlirougli this matting our wheels generally brake 
and we splashed and liaiigcd over the riverbed tearing tlic 
matting to shreds. Occasionally the bridge would be a litilc 
stronger arid higher over die river, a rickety construction of 
barobooi whidi bent, cracked and rusdrd as we went over 
w that 1 made R. and the police who were with us get out 
to decrease the weiglit. 

About midday ive decided to stop for a picnic limcli and 
pulled in boide the track in a lovely jjwt whero dense 
clumps of bamboew, six mchn or more in diameter, towered 
fony or fifty feet into the air, thdr fcailiery fronds diowing 
delightful si>cekies of silver and gold a* the wind caused 
them to tremble and rustle in the bright sunshine. Among 
the bamboos the giant trees of the iionb towered towards 
die sky. Huge, thick cobwebs rcslooncd many of the Iriwcr 
plants showing the presence of innumerable spiders of a type 
which 1 cOLiIcl riDt idendiy, 

Tlie cllirccT and policeman who were in the car nrith us 
did not Itki- oui derision to Stop hui they jumped out and in- 
xpected the track ahead and behind and walked- into the 
jungle around us, revob’cr and machine-gun at the ready, 
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They were obviouniy relieved whrii the l^dfrrver whkh 
we thought we had k>M cutighi up tvith us^ carryHng ai>ot}icr 
ofiicet and five mnrr armed poltre. Tlirar spne^id out w a 
penmeter around m and kept guard faithfully while wr aivt. 
None of thrai M-mild part^dcc of out food although one of 
them utccpted a drink of water. We found thij3 <juitc u ujual 
thing. Whi^t on duty witli m our guards would vcr>' rarely 
eat Occasionally they did lunch with u3 but generally tlkcy 
made an excuse that dicy preferred tliek own type oT food. 
Our Tireessary excursiom after lunch produf^rd ratlier more 
cxeitement tlian ufuuJ ;ind the guardi who aecoutpanied 
were obviously on tljc look out fur danger. 

Here we were very clofle indeed to the fttirmcse frotitier 
and Just over this strip of Burma lay aoulli China. Pos^faly 
it was a dangrrous pari of die country fur iIlc bad men i>f 
duet' rountries collected lliere* Alsoi as i have it was 
siippo^ to be infeated with l\ge.n. 

After lunch thr "rojid” becamr much more difTicnit. 
Buring ihc morning it had been bumpy and sandy and steep 
and the bridges rickety but by driviiig slowiy and carefulJy 
wc got RJofig vndjOLjt any trouble* But in the afternoon for 
over two houTs w'c had hairpin bcuds -every iw^cnty yards; 
the diversfoiEs into and through the jungle an-d fbreit became 
eveu more frequent and rougher; die ups and downs were 
steeper and fongcr. On die tnick there was barely room for 
One eor^ with the bambino cLiil tnoimmius risiug on our 
right to a great height and on the left dropping into the 
distance, veiled in clumps of gin tit bamboo, i^me of tiirsc 
bamboos are a gex>d right iticJits thick and at least fifty feet 
high* Among diem grow -morinoiiS teak trees. Twicci with¬ 
out warning and without ligm of any UTc at at) being m the 
ndghbourhood^ wir ^verr stopped by an enonnous bulldoj^er 
working its wuy along the hilhidct pl^iying it* in maUug 
the tchad iliTough to Cliuing Rai. We hud to wait whibi 
rocks and debris wm: dca^ and the bulldozer found a 
place where it could edge into a -curve in ilie mountainside 
and give us room to creep by. Once in climbing from the 
bottom of a ravine up a long 45Klegrce slope wc stuck in the 
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jand on a bend. I made my passengers get out, neveiscd 
d(»»'n the Iiill again fthc sand was so thick ihai the car would 
not run backwards oi‘ its own accord even at this steq> 
gradient) and then tvidi showers of sand and grit spurung 
(h>tn the rear wheels dimbed to the top and round the bend 
10 a level place, Tlic radiator Imilcd and ciomls of steam 
came Irom under ihc SMnnet <o wc got a section of bamboo 
and filled it w-ith water at a handy (ircam and poured it into 
I hr radiator ailer giving it a chance to cool down u little. 
Twice our policemen removed Ihllen crunks of bamboo 
from our patli and vro wen: extreindy grateful for their help, 
for though we could have done the work for ourselves we 
were tired, the [einperatiirc was very high and physical 
1alN>ur iiad by that time become offensive. All round ns 
dense jungle and forest closed right in to the edge of ihe 
track. We couhl see a few yards ahead and a few behind but 
barely a yard on dllitr side. 

When we stopp^^d to cJnmge drivers and R, took over on a 
particularly bad streicli nf the road, our rwo police looked 
terrified and clutched the back of the frout seat. 1 glanced 
round at them and told tiicm there was uu need to worry 
for R, was quite a good driver, but they hung on grimly and 
it Vi'M some time before they pardally relaxed, nien 1 texjk 
over again and an hour later R. resumed the driving si:at. 
This tinte, as she climbed in Ijchind the wheel, the police 
captain leant forwurd and ]mited her on the shoulder. 

‘*Vou good driver,” he said, ptitiing out his fist with one 
thumb raised into the air, 

'‘No,” said the police sergeant, “You vay good driver,” 
aud stuck both thumbs in the air, Alier that we were all 
happy and shortly afterwards got out of ihe mountains and 
on to a ratlicr Iwoadcr and easier track, where we found a 
complete lorry-load of police from Chinng Rai awaiting us. 
Tliry were certainly taking im cliatices along tliis part of the 
road. The kirry could not get Into the mountainous jungle 
through which we liad made our w-ay. It had come as Ihr 
as it could and was prepared to send a duxen police armed 
with sub<macliinc-gtins along the truck to search for us If wc 
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had been much longer in appearing. It war cotatnly amaa- 
iog how wdl we were guarded during the whole of the rime 
we were in any of the sticky parts of the oouutry. 

And sOt art hour or so later, we came into Chiang Ral, 
weary and hot but with the car all in one piece and running 
well. We had accomplished wltat everybody had told ua was 
impossible and brought our car through Chiang Mai 
to Ghiaog Rai over the mouotahi track. One day this will be 
a voy hne and very Jovdy road, hut 1 hate to tliink of the 
day when any cor can run over it with ease at any time-—it 
was much more fun to do tt as we did. 


Chapter Twelve 

We Miss the Crocodiles hut Find Elephants 


Thj 5 Govcfnor of duaag Rai hod not foigpiten us amt we 
found ourselves taken to die Sanongsouk Hotel where a tiny 
bungaJow in the grounds was allocated w us widi another 
nearby for our large escort of police who also ovcrliowed 
into one or two rooms in the hoteL The bun^ow, on stilts 
as usual, cotuiited of only a small hedroom with the adjoin* 
ing All fiiib<i bathroom, etc, and a tiny veranda, jusi large 
enough tor a small table and a couple of chairs where we 
could at for our meals. We decided to liave our food straight 
away and go t<* brf as we were very died. A dinner of soup, 
witli a charcoal heater diiougb die centre of the soup bowl 
and containing lumps of chicken, tnuslirootiw and eauli- 
Rower, a dish offish, an unknown aiinese mixture, rice and 
Tliai tea were all served together. We ate it gratefully and 
went td bed. 

Tlie following morning wc awoke to the strains of “A 
Bicycle Made For Two*' connEig over a loudspeaker nearby. 

I do not know ivlictber tills was a local joke indicating that 
they thought tins might be a more suiuble vehicle than nur 
rar, but we were frc<|ttenily astomshtxl ihrougliout Thailand 
by the popularity of British tunc*, particularly die older 
ones which had some music to them. 

Immediately I stuck my head outside the bungalow door 
a » m= d i boy trotted across the com^und with a large jug of 
hot water for wasliing. He was Jbllowed up by a sUghdy 
larger girl struggling with an rnornious bucket of Iwiling 
water so that wc might bath in comfort. The effect was slightly 
spoiled when the fm&il girl tripped and spilled the water 
over rite veranda but it was immediately mopped up and 
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(Uioilifr bucket carried in. 'I'hu wa^ the fint and <ml7 omt 
iti i])e whok of our journey in Tltailaiid that this was done iijr 
iia and inde^ a requat for a jug of hot water which we made 
once Or twice wat uaually nxemd in incredutous amaze* 
meutr though we always recem-d what we asked for after an 
appropriate interval. 

The air was sliatp for we were well up in the hills and we 
w*(Te gbd to wear woolly jackets over our thin clothes when 
wr wt down on Our vcmndn for brealfasL 

I may add that when leaving this iHendly and pleasant 
place [ was pjtscnted with a bill for the use of two bunga¬ 
lows, one for oursds'cs and one for the police, one large 
r^nj tor the odd policemen and (bod for dglit. The total 
bill came to about ^£"3. (gj, tW.! 

Police Lieutenant ^phon Singhapltalin, a smiting theerful 
olTiter who had been with us for in'end days, -was a very 
tiny man who pcrlinp looked even smaller as the muthem 
Th^ were fairly tall. He spoke only a little English but 
indicaied tlmt before we left Cliiang Rai we must visit the 
lawpiiul us It was the best in all the north of the country. He 
introduced us to Dr, Sompong who was in charge- The 
hospital, which was built In 1537, lias beds for eighty-five 
pad cuts In Ec\’cral blocks coircspondtng to the different 
wards of a hottpiital in England. There were fiv'c doctors and 
Burgeons and we were escorted round by Dr. Sompong who 
told us a good deal about iLcalih in gateral in Tltalland. 
Suddenly he opened a door and usiicitd us hi before we had 
lime to ice wlmt was lutppening. 

"niis is tlic operating (hcalrc,” hr cxpbiried. 

Tmire d it was anil a major oprmtHm was in Full progress. 
Tlic pailcoi by wretched on the table and to our horrifiL-d 
glances most of )us interior anawimy appeared to be lying 
about loose. Tlie surgeon continued the operation and the 
niireea, aficr glancing op, went on with die job and paid no 
more attention to us. t backed out hastijy and nearly fell 
over R. who was making noises as ibmigh she was going to 
be sidt in the operating theatre. Tin* police w ho followed us 
round were highly omustd and rushed in to take our pin*'<w 
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lo arc ilic operation. Wc gnr out saftly but 1 could ml licip 
thinking thiit ihr vkU vvax a bit casual. Wc had 1 pm Lt. 
Sophon bm a* Dr. Sompon^ said gnod-bye to us ihc police 
officer came out of a imaJl office near thr catrance smihng 
broadly and ^ vit turned away wc saw two extremely prirtiy 
girls waving good-bye from the window. Then, of course, 
Vp'c realized, why wc had to visit the hospital and I am afraid 
our escon wits ragged mercilessly for die rest of thr ume he 
was witli iia, a ragging lie tcx>k in perfectly good pari. 

About twrmy-fotir miles south of Oiiaiig Ral wc stopped 
to look, al a wdl of almost boiling water beside the road. It 
was loo hot for tJic hund, perfccily dear and fhere were 
green depositi net the nvirrllow from the spring. It had no 
siitcll but I am afraid I did not lasre iL Ndther could I gel 
.-luy dctiijb from hu Sophorj otlicr than tlir faci that its name 
snunded rather like "wayside cow”, 

Wer only bud ^ sliori run that moming as %vc wanted to 
stop for the night at Payowi as we had been told that tliere 
w as a huge lake of great imporiance to the Fisheries Boardj 
ivliicli was infested witli cmcodilcsK 1 was samr^vhat pussted 
to know why the Fisheries Board had established a big station 
in a lake infested with crocodiles which live largely on ftsti. 
Tlic Dtput\^ Sheri IT* \'^ho looked ahcr us hen:^ this not being 
the seal of a Governor, taughed at me wlicn I said I would 
like to gel some picturrs of die crocodiles for there were 
none tXuurc and he w-aa extrcDicly puzzled aiwut my infor- 
muticin. He seemed rather taken aback when we said wc 
were staying the night and had an animatcfl Lonversadon tu 
Tliai with onr nf his aamtantip who then vantslied, whilst 
hr kepi us in couvenation. Aftet a time ibr a:SsiMant return^ 
and wc were taken to a mihouse-cumdiotd and duly in¬ 
stalled with apolugin for its inkidrqitacJes, though it wax 
really quite comfortable. 

1'he Deputy Sherifij have one of ihe most intcresdug jobs 
in Thaiiiind. They are the low-esi gnide of government 
offidab appointfrd directly by the Mmiatry in Bangkok run! 
conetjMmd to tlu? District OlRcm in out Colonial Scrxicc, 
The Deputy Sheiilf h rcsponaiblc for the affai rs of his a tiipur, 
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a dismci of tlie chiaigwad or provitice over w!tkh prcsiclcs 
the Governor. HJsJobs sutt many ajid varietL Tic !iaa to have 
some Jegat t(aowlcdgc, buleed many of the Deputy Sheriffs 
are banistm, but he also fiEtii to umlcrtakc taunt ta the buth 
country, visitiog the rcmoie viHagd to watch over the wcJ- 
farc of the people and to appnihcTid any criminals who may 
be Itedng from justice. IJice our coluniai District Officer he 
travels light, taking his tamp «iuipmmit with Itim. Thtae 
art the mrri wfio really know the wilds ofTliailanti. Severn! 
from whom 1 enquired told me dial dierc was very little 
wiujl or rcat poverty in the munrry, one going so far as lo 
say dial die only request for help tliat he cyrr received in 
tus district was for the provision of radio sets for ifie vilJages. 

Tat Karonram, the Deputy Shcrifl', took us in hand and 
showed Its the tisberies stadon where eggs and small Gah 
from the ponds around Bangkok are grown, on and then 
released in the large lake at tlic edge of the town. All about 
were masses of double jrrbcra and roses, of wJiich they were 
very proud. 

riic take itself is an enormous rapanse of placid Witter 
with low hlUs on ilie far side. It was not particularly bcaudfitl 
in the dayli^t but Tal Karonram asked us to come to die 
lake with him in the evening and promised us u glorious 
tuitsci. 

As Payow is only a lioy place witli nothing of very mueh 
interest, we rested for the afternoon imti! the Deputy 
SberiiT catted for us again to accompany us once more to 
t!ie Jake. In the cool of the evening nil the people a nd diildren 
and the do^ had asseinbJcd along the lakeside. Bathing 
patties twe in progress, men, women and cliildren, partially 
clad, swimming and splashing about until iliey emerged 
and changed from thdr W'ct lo dry ctoilies in some mysterious 
and extremely modest inamier. Of course the do thing worn 
was very simple but it always ictrigued us to watch people 
making thiac changes and to woudex how tJiey did it. 
Everyone was intensted in us and through the Dcjruty 
Sheriff talked with os in a friendly way, Tlic children of 
course were curious and rather anmsKi and even die dngs 
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regardncl nol so Tmich with luspicion aa with an air of 
wondering whal the queer smell was. Many of the Thai 
dogs arc quite tiice looking animals^ usually brown in colour 
(not the leirion yellow of the typical pi deg) and in build and 
si«c not unlike a smoolh^conted Irisii terrier. Unfiirtunatcly 
some of ilu? poor beasts were mangy or Italf starved and 
nearly all of them seemed to have immoderate quantities of 
Herts, by the amount of scratching that went on. From time 
to time half a dozcR of ilirnt would burst into violent quarrels 
:uid dust would % in all directions as they raced at one 
anotlter mid engaged in a tumbling scrap, but us quickly as 
if started so. ii died do'tvn and all was peaceful once mon:. 
Most of the dcgs had an alert and friendly air and both of 
us took a great fancy to ihemn Here in the north people 
shook hanH^ . with One another instead of placing the bands 
together before the face and Ijowing slightly. Generally 
Speaking, too, the people were considerably taller and 
biggnr-buiU than they were further south. 

Gradually tlir daylight faded as the sun sank behind the 
hills on the far ddc of the lake, We stood iuuj waited for the 
glorious colours of the eastern sunset but all that happened 
was that ihr light faded rapidly away until we were left in 
darkness with an apologetic sJierifF who wondered why his 
glorious sunset had dcsertt.'d him on ilint night tn particular. 

We had a iiumbrr of films and letters to post itnd » weiu 
to the poai office. Payow being only a small town had only a 
small poai office and our ilforts to post films by registered 
airmail and ordinary letters and postcards to England and 
otJirr parts of the world upset (he staff completely. Tliqr 
were pleasant and lielpfiil as usual but had no idea what the 
poilageshould be. 'Hiey tried lo tuni up die rates in various 
dociiincnts and ut last conrrssed that os far as itiry knew they 
had never had any letters to post to forrign parts and would 
much rather we tried in a huger place, whkh later we did. 
1 mention this, not in a tone of cri(idsm,but merely to show 
who out of the world were some d these piar.(s at whidi we 
stopped in 'IliaUund. 

We must have made many bad mistakes and uneon- 
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adcnuly been rude to many people in many dilfcrent wnyi 
dining aur Joumcy, but never once did anyoni; thow tlwi 
wc had behaved in an ottraoirdinary manner or do anything 
but smile in a pleasant way and do their beat to help us. 
^‘Never mind”, was the only term of repmach, iTrepmach it 
was, that wc ever heard, and if anything could not he done 
for any reason or any snags cropped up ihb was the jn- 
yariable ctnnment. In so many rcapeeta the attitude of mind 
in Thailand is *o very sitnilar to that of the people of my own 
county of CkimwiilJ. 

Wc did not have a very restful night owing to the bartdng 
of many dogs and the noise of the cocks which crowed all 
night aroimd ns. Wc were ghid to rise belbro dawn and 
teceive our hrcaldast of lour tiny bantams* eggs, very lightly 
boiled, toast thtckly buttered and coii'crcd with sugar, cake 
and condensed mJIk slightly coloured with lea. it wjis coni, 
the temperature being only F, 

Wo left early as we hoped lo see elephants working at 
Ngao. 

Not long after leaving Fayow wc came to an acute bend 
in the road descending a sleep itllJ. If taken too fast it would 
he very simple indeed for the car to go over the edge and 
roll liown Uie hiZlstdc into the ftirest, a thing made par* 
fkiilarly easy by the loose surface on which the tyres altldHud 
coiuiauiJy. On this tirm was an absolute forest of spirit 
houses, tlie tlit)'' models of w'hich 1 have already spoken, 
each on its ow-n pole. These were erected by lorry driven 
and others using the road, to ensure that the spirits of the 
locality had ample dwelling places and had no cause what* 
soever to vent their spite on the unfortunate drivers who had 
to trawl on t^ dangerous ttreteb of roar), llicrt was also a 
spirit tree, said to lie tlic home of immhen of these ghostly 
characters, but though tlib was growiiig in a somewhat 
awkward position no one dared to cut it down or injure it in 
Miy way lest U became nltogciher impossible to negotiate 
the hill in saH'ty, 

^ptain Safedt, who had been in eJtaigc of our escort to 
Caiiaug Mai, picked us up again liaJf way between Payow 
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and Ngao and told lu that airangemcnts had b«n made 
with tl»e manager of ilie Angla-Thaj tjorporadon (Mr» 
E. G. S. Hartk-y) lo show ua ihc elephania Ngao was only 
few miles from Payow and we were laten to die ofliccs of 
the corporation Just on the edge of the lowOi where Mr. 
Hartley and his wfe received ns- 
Wc thought our reception W'as not t^uite as friendly as the 
one usually accorded ns hy the Thais but put it down to 
British rcscrvct until wc chscovcrcd fit) that R. was not 
expected and had never been heard of, {b) that I was ex¬ 
pected the previous night and a bungalow had been specially 
ready for me, and (e) breakfast had waited for us lor 
several liours and had then been removed. After explanations 
tile atmosphere thawed and the Hartleys proved to be the 
kindest people imaginable. 1 never quite discovered how the 
muddle had occurred as no one had mentioned to us that 
wc were not expected to stay at Payow and the Oeputy 
Sheriff had obviously lx:cia 1 ‘ar too polite to »y that we were 
uot expected ihctCy though I w;i3 a UlUe bit pussilcd at die 
trouble he seemed to have in fixiog us up for the itighl. 
However, we were very happy' with him, though sorry not to 
have spent the night at Ngao. 

Here, at last. 1 was able to obtain a most importatit jiucce 
of information for which J had been ciiqniTin|r all over ‘fliat- 
Umd witliout success, llic vital Test Mutch, which would 
settle the question of the Ashes between Australia and 
England liad been played, but during the whole of our tour 
wr did not see a single paper not hear a single English broad¬ 
cast. The 'ITuus do not play cricket nnil despite my en¬ 
quiries at every place at which we stopped I could not find 
out who had won. Fortunately Mn. fiarUcy Is a cricket 
enthusiast and not only was able to tell litas England liad 
retained the Ashes but gave me an almost ball to bid! com¬ 
mentary ou the whole of the match, I wontlet’ wiiai any of 
Our 'l*hai frietids would Have made of tt had they been 
present, 

VVe were first taken down to the bungalow that bad besen goi 
ready and ihai lay about 150 yards away from the Hartley's 


WE Mm THE GnOCODll.ES BUT FIND ELEPHANTS 

owtt Hot wtu broug^ht ibr a bntli and wc 

wnt given si chance w refresh otii?c1vcs whilst a fresh brenk* 
fast W. 1 S cooked. After bacon and qjgs in the English way 
totist and nutnnaiade and in fact all tlic things tliat wc Ttad 
forgotten abont as a norma! hrealtrast^ we were taken to see 
the ciephants. 

We went tn Mr. Hartley's I.androver through Ihc (rak 
forest down to the nver and tlien walked along (he bank to 
a spot where the flow of ivatcr Imd been dammed and some- 
lo.coo leak Jogs worth alxjui ^aoOjOOO had been aecumit' 
la ted prior to floating ihem down the river, I'ormiTig them 
into ^s and eventually fetching up ai Bwiigkok. Of course, 
the river vras low and many of the logs were lying abont on 
the sloping bank above the level of the water. First scnkcs 
and hurdles were pulled from the nvin bed to nvikc a gap 
about six feet wide in the dam through whicJi the winter 
poni'cd ID n lorrenl. Elephants, (licir riders sitting on their 
neeb, then selected a tog from the mass collected aljovc the 
dum and pushed it with feet or trunks to the mdiing torrent 
of the gap. TliL-rc the water took contml and the enormous 
iogsltoi through the open sluice and floated ofTduwn stream 
where other elephants at intci^'als guided it Ssifrly on its 
way and cleared the jams as they oocufred. One big frUovr 
with a fine pair of tusks iermed particularly iiKcUigcnt and 
when an nttra lai^e hag was stranded in tlic mud hr ben I hit 
knees till he was almost kneeling on the river bed, fixed the 
poitns oThis two tnikt at the butt of the log and pushed, 
following it up through the mui! until it was floating safely 
in the stream and was taken over by another of these in* 
telligcni beasts to pass along the floating mass. Wc stood 
there for an hour or more wntehing the elephants tn the 
water or climbing carefully down the steep banks to do their 
sliare of the work, 

Contrary to the popular opinion, elephants are not very 
hard-working beasts and they suffer from die heat. Gcnemlly 
speaking they work for four days then rat for three days 
and on thdr work days they only work in the ntorniug, after 
which they arc turned out into the forest to feed themselves. 
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l*hetr legs line bed loosely logctlier atid tiofibted thus they 
can move atwiii but dn not stray too Tar away ax they have 
to bo mundt'd up each nionuiig. Tltey breed natutally when 
turned loose in the forest like this. AH of them have their own 
uatnes and answer to them like human beinga, though they 
will only do their Ivst work when rcgulaiiy attended by the 
same mam They start heavy tvork when they are seventeen 
or eighteen ycam old but at sixty they are generally retired 
apart from ail but the Ughtcat tasks. Tltey ore in thdr prime 
boili with regards to docility and work between dtc ages of 
Uiiity and forty-fivt, A trained elephant is worth about 

Each kind of elephant has a difTcrenl descriptiott: a mair 
elephant is a poo; a tuddesx male is a pocnadaw; a single- 
tusker a pooakc; but the male with the full glory of two ttisks 
remains siinply u poo. 

li is not only teak that grows in these forests of the north. 
'Hicrc are numerous otlter trees, all having their uses, sudi as 
ttic maipadoOf maidang, ntaipao, nuutakicn and maipnoey. 
The prefix mai means tree. 

T«‘''>k trees, one of the haidcst and most vahiable woods 
in the world, grows very fast at first and then extremely 
slowly. Tire result is (hat the heart wood is soft and uaclcss 
and many trunks arc hollow. It Ls the outer wood which 
provides the timber tvhich It so valuable. The logs are felled 
in tlu? forest in the wet season and dragged down by ele¬ 
phants nnd thrown into the river behind dams such as I 
have described. 

Mr. Hartley, who served with Ihe R.--\.F. in Burtna and 
India during the war, told me that the concession to the 
Angto-Tboi Corporadon tvould expin: diortly and he had 
no idea what would be the future of the vast organixatiost 
built up to deal not oiiJy with teak but to carry on trade and 
business rcladom between Tliailand and Great Britain. 
Doubtless some armngenurnt will be made by the Thai 
Government. Meanwhile, bint. Hartley widi two small 
children is not kxJung forwonl to life in England aiid all that 
means under present condidons, after living in the peace 
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anfi nsifulness of TUiuiand where tionKatic help h pleotifiil 
and life movis stt an ahogethcr slower and happier pace. 

Wc had luneh and were then taken over a^in by Thals^ 
who led tts Immediately to u teak nursery nearby to show us 
the process of growing^ these trees from seed. WTien the seed¬ 
lings arc a year old they arc pulled up, tlic tnmks cut off and 
all the side shoots trimmed. Titc rcmmniitg roots, Ukc ca- 
ircmely hard radishes about six inches topg, are then planted 
out in an appropriate place as pari of a reaffortstaiion sdteme* 

From the nursery the District Officer took us to a particu¬ 
larly holy cave at Pha Tltai, Of course it was situated on the 
aide of a mountain and wc dimbed up and up in tlic heat of 
ttie ailrrnoon, over tuuibird rock and roughly hewn steps, 
until, afier what seemed an age, we came to the entrance 
and plunged down into semi-darknes. Inside ircre stalac¬ 
tites and stalagmites, one of the latter bang regEirdcd with 
particular rrv'erence as it was said to have a holy cobra 
coiled on top of it. I did not climb up to sec. 

We came out from the coohress of the ca\T to ttic scaring 
sunlight and baking heal and commenced to dimb down, 
R. and a police officer went down ;diead-1 came dow'ti slowly 
witli most of tlic party wiio hadjmncd us, carrying the dn^ 
camera and stopping to lake pictures, Tlirough constant 
cJimhing over rock and dry gravel the soles of my shoes were 
shiny and slippery, with tJie iucviiablc result that at one 
stage both my feet shot out from under me and 1 came down 
with an almighiy email in iJic rocks. My cJFoit to save tlie 
cine camera was successful but at the expense oTpracdcatly 
all the skin offi my foi'ranm and a tremendous tmiise tm my 
behind, which for several weeks afterwards was all the 
colours of tlie rainbow. Tlic two policemen and all the otbot 
who were with me were most womed and obviously relieved 
when J got to my feet and resumed the climb down, though 
they hovered near with outstretched hands all the ti m^, 
obviously expecting to take me iij their arms if 1 again fcll 
down the mountainside. 

At the bottom green coconuts were awaiting us. Someone 
had observed how hot we were after climbing up «ind had 
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ihoughtTuIIy sent a wodcman up une of tbe oocaoui {Jtalnu 
for our refrcshmctu^ In countless ways iike this we ibvind our 
Thai hiends invariably thoughtful and careful for our com¬ 
fort and pleasure. ^Vlicn one ts really hot there ia nothing 
tike die cool milk of a green coconut. Ttic husk and top of the 
shell arc lopped off with a large sharp knUb and then an 
inserted straw or a drink straight from the hole ia one of the 
grandest things I know in a hot a^untry. 

And so on to Lampang where we stayed at the Rom Sri 
Hotel, a most curious place with a labyrinth of ground floor 
rooms and offices, tlie kiteften and restaurant and upstairs the 
rooms on difTcrcni levels separated from one another by 
partitions going two-tliirds of the way to the eel ting. TTiey 
overlooked the offices and courtyard below whcire, through 
open windotvs, the various people assembled could see every- 
thing that went on inside the bedrooms. There weft many 
geckee chattering about on tlie walls and ceilings here. Tlie 
laniUord spoke Kngtiali and was most attendvc, gave ua a 
good meal and scut us happily to bed. It was only when we 
were leaving that we fisutid that K., again, had not been 
expected and only a dngle room had been kept for me. 
Anotlier guest, who had somehow heard of us, knew we were 
two, and had kindly given up his double nxnti so Uiat W'C 
might be eomTortable. 
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Sukhothai and PitsanuUk 

From Laiopan^ wt had to make our way south ogota to 
Rahengf though we did not join our northward road until 
wc readied Thoen at the south end of Ihc difficult mountaio 
road over which we had passed when going to CUiiang Mai. 

From time to tirne in this section of tlie country we saw 
pbnutiom of sugar cane and stopped to watch tJicse giiaal 
grasses being cut and carried off to die mills. 

As usuaJ, there was ijo shadc^ no village o? rcaiaurant, no 
refreshing Green Spot and in Ihct nowhere to stop in coitt* 
fon to eat our lunch until we came to a waj^ide polite station 
standing on its stilts beside the road. Here, at Nofc Kathung, 
we look our folding chain from the car on to the veranda 
and ate our picnic lunch In comfort and then indulged in a 
short siestai the first time we had done thU, but now, after 
many days tra\*cll«ig over dlfficuh country, we were begin- 
nitig to tire. I have come to the conclusion that journeys 1i^»- 
th« are jobs Gar young men and nnt for an elderly or 
middle-aged couple! 

We arrived at Raheng in the afternoon and found tJte 
Govern^ had gone to Pitsanulofc and the telegrams about 
our arrival bad not turned up til! after his departure. The 
rcstbouse where we had stayed so happily on our way north 
was at once opened up for us, a cook produced and the nice 
old dog who presided over the estnbUshment welcomed us as 
old friends, As we iiad not been expected no sighisccing had 
been lurangcd lor us. We had seen Ralieng and » did not 
have to go rubber-necking in ilic town. We could rest In 
comfori in the house beside the river or potter in the town as 
We fclt t nc l lnre l 1 had been suffering from tummy trouble 
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for a few days tn addidon to haviag been shaken up pretty 
thorotighty by my fall on the mountainside and the lal was 
what 1 needed to put me right again to continue the journey. 
Once more a little itiddent ocenned which we shall not 
forget. I mentioned casually to Police Lu Sophon, who was 
still with us, that I had left our folding mirror bclutid at 
Pnyow and had been looking for otic in JRaheng but had not 
been able to buy one as we did not know the Thai word for 
mirror. He gave us the right word but we said we would not 
go back to the shops as die matter was not urgent. About 
half an hour later one of the policemen (timed up with a 
much belter minor than the one we had lost and when we 
thanked him and Lt. bophon for getting it for us and asked 
how much we owed them they conrplctcly refosed to tell tis 
and Vi-oukl not let us pay iinyihing. Nor, as usual, would the 
police accept a tip or a present; nothing but our thanks. 

An excellent dinn er was served by a woman and two small 
children. We seat Use children to die shop* to buy Green 
Spot for ns to tlrink and on their return gave diem » couple 
of bhais fallout 8d.). 'lliia tlicy at once returned to us, quite 
dcfiniiety but quite pleasantly refusing to accept a lip for 
their help. Fortunately we had with us some brooclm* and 
ornaments and other small gills so that R. was able to pin a 
brooch on to each of the diiJdrcn’s frocks. With thia they 
WTTC delighted and kept coming back to thank us very 
prettily with dicir hands ujgedicr and bowing before us. 

It was here that T noticed that a number of the p^ce 
ofTiceiB and goi’crnment ofhdals wore the nail of the litde 
6ngrr grown to whai WO should regard as an immoderate 
length, wcU over tialf an inch long, very carefully cut, 
pointed and polished. Later we noticed this in other places, 
an indication of the tael that the wcaier was not engaged in 
manual labour, a slight sign of superiority and social position, 
Li. Sophon, who was with us a good deal, was only about 
five feel taU and lold us that he weighed a little over ^ 
atone. On Uic other band, his constable ivaa tail and hcawly 
built. These people with thdr liny, neat features, had waists 
so smalt that I am sure 1 could span most of diem with the 
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itngcn of iny two liaiids, but thcit effidency And irindf|j^ 
was not in proportion to their size. 

The nights at Raheng were cool and this time it was quiet, 
lo that after our rest both of us fdt refteshed and well and 
ready for the next stage of the journey to Pitsanulok, 

I have long ceased to comment very much on the roads. 
Th^ were all bad and some were worse than othem; ctirru- 
gations, potholes, and dust were the worst features. Frequent 
deviadona through the jcnib, forot or jungle beside the 
road, due to repairs to hridges^- w'cre even worse and I 
marvel tO'day do most 1*hais!) that our car ever got 
through. 

As far as Suldiotiial^ the old capital of the northern king¬ 
dom of the TliaU, “we ^vent through thick bush and 1o»v 
trees. It was one of the mo«t deserted roads we had Ixavcllcd 
on. There were no villages, just occnsioual p furim of 
banana or sugar cane and irom time to time small gangs of 
men and w omen working on the roads. Tliough the surfaces 
in Thailantl arc bad, work is going on constantly, although 
it seems to me very largely a wasted effort to dump dust 
from the roadside on to die surface and sweep the dust into 
die depressions simply for it to be thrown out in clouds by 
the Cist vehicle w'hich oomes along. 

^ For die first thirty^tWi’o miles, to Lnii Hoi, we saw pme* 
ticaJiy no trafRc—one policeman on a bicycle, iivi> herds of 
buffaloes and one lorry, made up the total. After Lan Hoi 
We had ti> drive more slowly than usnal and arrived at the 
of the old town of Sukhothai with something like relief 
\Ve left the car to inspect the ruins. They were really very 
ruinous ruins though the surroundings were Im.'cly. All 
round, the bright crimson blossoms of the flame of the forest 
showed brilHaiitly against the dull blue of die sky. Many 
birds were singing and near the principal temple was a 
large pond covered with iovdy pink filic*. 

We got into convefsalion with a Thai who spoke perfect 
Elfish, like ourselves a visitor to die place and hung about 
with cameras, looking the perfect tourist, as I am afraid we 
did. Why one should be ashamed of looking tike n tourist I 
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<io not quilt know but il always seeuii a (Mug for whkb to 
itpotogiat! I suppCM this is Iwctinung out of the jolws of our 
language. Our acquaintance lotti us a lot about the liistory 
of the place and various temples, one of whidi, over a 
thousand years old, was being reuoned. There were maaies of 
stone columns still standing and in the middle wras the u9u^ 
enormous figure of Buddha, though this one was covered in 
scaffolding owing to the restoration in progress. 

The present town of SukhothaJ (or Tani) was just over 
twenty miles further on and owed its existence to the fact 
that Ujc old rile suficred from a lack of wacer« The new town 
is riiuated on a sizeable river, though in many places this 
river and indeed many of them about the country, is 
choked with water hyacinth, which was Introduced from 
Java by one of the princei of the royal family less than a 
hundred years ago. It is a beautiful plant with Its rdreahlngly 
green leaves and pale mauve spikes of handsome blossoms, 
but it has spread so rapidly that it Ims entirely choked many 
of the wattrways of ihc country and endless labour is 
entailed keeping clianncls open and navigable for boats 
wliich pass up and down the riven. 

Ttiis pan of Thailand was duck with flame of the forest 
trees all profusely covered in brilliani blooms, tliough tiic 
green leaves had not yet appeared. TImj masses of viotent 
colour against th** brown background of the forest and dried 
up vegetation was sometimes startUng in its intensity and 
gave tlie appearance of immense coaflagtaiions among the 
shrivelled herbage. 

A party of pulice awaited us at Sukhotliai and took us to 
the local hotel. From the street T could not pick out the 
actual hotel building from the jumble of opea^ronted shops 
which made up ihe neighbourhood and so left R. in the ear 
wliilst I was taken through a shop on the ground floor and 
upstaTn to the hotel. This was the only place at wlilclv I 
Jibbed on our journey. We have slept in far 'worse places in 
many pans of the w'orld hut now I am getting older and 
possibly more fastidious I like coirdbn if I can get it and the 
present hotel was quite the worst place in whidi it had been 
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siiggated we stay in tJje whole of Tliailand. The foom was 
tiny and for the first time ihcfc was no badiwxjm. VVTien 1 
asked for a place to wasli 1 was shown a rather tniiddted up 
siore-room at the end of the corridor, something like & house¬ 
maid’* pantry tsith all the cleaning materials of the hotel 
littering it and a half empty Ali Ba ba in the comer, 

I said wc would go on to PitsantjJofc thirty-five miles fur* 
thrr on. The police smiled and said they thought ire slioiild 
do so and the Governor was expecting us at Pitsaoulok, 
whew we duly arrived at (he modem Asia Hotel, the Gov¬ 
ernor and some of his staff being there to ts'dcome lu. Tliey 
saw us safely into onr verj' jjlcasani room and left ua to 
batlie and change?, eaying they would see ua lalEr. 

Cleaned aud refresbed wc wrol to the Wai Phra Sri 
hfahatfiatu. This temple wits one of die most iinuiital which 
we saw' in the whole of n ti'iTlan tl and in many ways one oT 
the most beautiful from the oubide. There was tfic usunt 
gabled roof with tis coloured tiles and fine carvings and 
decorations, but behind rose a mosi extraordinarily shaped 
prang or pagoda, almost like an elongated rugby football 
liighly gild^ so that it flashed and giitterpd in the sun- 
hgbt. llic inti*rior was pleasant but not outstanding, tliough 
it had a very fine Ikridha on w liat wc sliouJd call the altar. 
On either side of die entrance and in cloisters were long 
lines of gilded Buddhas. I did not count them but there must 
have hcen twenty ctr thirty on either side and with their 
bright, clean gold work they were most efToctivc. In the 
ptircli was a man playing the ranad et or xylophone, made 
of strips of bamboo. HesatcrtissdcggKdin ihim of this playing 
away with wooden hanunera, the tops of whicfi were hound 
about with cotion. 

As I have mentioned, the Buddha is excqitionaJly fine and 
there « a rather interesting story connected with it. After the 
Th^ came ^uth Cram Vunnan and founded .Sukhothai, 
their fini capital, tlicy moved to the Bte of Pitsanulok which 
became the royal dly. One of the kings dedded to cast three 
images of Buddha to combine aft the best characierwtic* of 
the style of that period. The itaiua were to serve as visible 
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wiblcim of the uniiy of Uic anktic and religious ideal* of 
(be people. The images were cast in metal and when the 
moulds were opened two of die itatuts were found to be 
perfect hut Uic third and roost important a bad flaw. A 
second attempt was made but tliis again failed. Then an^old 
man came Ibrwatd and said that be wn* a master artisan 
and offered to help with the rraioulding and recasting of the 
third Buddha, %Vlicn the work was finished itc disappemnd 
after telling those who had worked with him that this tiroe 
the image would be found to be perfect. Many daj'S later 
wlien the metal had cooled and the mould was opened it was 
as the old man liad said, but on a closer inspection they 
found that on the head, imicad of the single hair usu^ in 
images of Buddha, there was the thunderboU or sign of the 
god Indra printed between the eyebrows. From tills agn 
people came to the conclusion that the old roan who had 
helped to cast it had been «tii by Indni for this puipoae. 
This image is the Plira Bundhajinarag which now sits on the 
altar of die Wat Phni bri Mahatliatu at Pitsanulok. 

After our visit to the temple the police corporal who was 
our escort produced Iiis instructions and after studying thctri 
iotimtly for a few minuics took vis to the secondary scltopl, 
where we picked up the Iicadmaster, who spoke quite 
reasonably good English. He was to aci as our guide about 
Ihe town.’The fidiool of which he was headmaster had 75** 
pupib and thirty^four teadiers on die staff. He made us 
visit the lorn! hospital where we wandered round die 
pleasant grounds before he took UJi to the ruin# of yet another 
wat miles outside the (own, where preparations were being 
made lor the annual fair and people of all sorts had collected. 
Here was a stone covet^^d witli ^Wident scnpi whiclt few 
could read and about which we could learn little. We h»- 
tated as to whether we should return to the lair in the evening 
but came to the conclusion from what we had already seen 
that il would probably be very similar to the Jair at Ralicrig 

on anualler scaIcl 

It was dark when we got back to the hotel and no sooner 
bad we arrived than the electric light In that section of the 
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town Ciilcd complcidy. Several candles about the thicimrsa 
of lead pencils were found by ilic staff and ftugfc in their oxvn 
grease in various parts of tJie Foom. We went to a nearby 
shop and bought more candles so that we had enough, light 
to sec by. 

Whilst we sat in the upetaira hall of the hotel drinkiTig 
Green Spot and waiting lor dinner, tiierc was a ronnderahk 
commotion and a number of people ran up ihe stairs esurying 
baggage and inspecting various mmm. One of the naff 
volunteered the information that a priocesis and her party 
had arrived. TUi-o or three minutes later the lady Itersdf 
came upstairs and wos escorted to her room by the Governor, 
who seemed to be having a busy day witli visitors. 

After dinner Princess Sibpan came to us and said she had 
heard that two Englbh people who were friends of Prince 
Chula were staying in the hotel, She stopped and talked to ns 
for some tilde time in perfect Engitsli saying iliat she reinem* 
bered Prince Oiula being bom in Bangkok as sJw tvas in the 
palace at the time. To look at her it seemed almost impos* 
sible she should have been alive iben for, like most Thais, 
she lookctl quite young. Princess Sibpan told us that she bad 
arrived at IStsanulok that day by car in older to attend the 
fair which wc had seen hdng prep.'ired and intended to 
return to Nakom Sawan tlte following day, and after resting 
the night there to go right ihrough to Bangkok. 

1 have fotgoilen to mention that wlien we arrived back 
rmm the ruins of the temple in the dark we found an oflteia] 
from tilt Ministry of the Interior awaidtig us. He spoke to 
R. and was obviotisly astonished iit her size; she b loll even 
for an Engtishwmnan and, of course, very' large in Hiiii 
eyes. After lelltiig her he Iiad been sent to help us he ended; 

*'You are very big and Strong,'’ making appropriate ges¬ 
tures with bis hands. 

"Ym,*’ said R. “and all of you are very little,” making 
signs to show how diminutive the people were. The man 
in question was very dny. Tlicre was laughter all round, not 
only atnotigst the three or rmn of us who undetviood Englbl] 
but (ram other membent of die crowd who had surrounded 
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QS and who by the sigw liad obviously appreciated what 
had been said. Everywhere we went commcnis were made 
on R’s. si/e and it was quite oomnioti when walking about 
die strecia, as our escort told us, to- hear people calling out to 
come and look at the panted passing by. 

It is very usual in Thai hotels for die switchta which 
operate the electric tight in the bedrooms to be placed ea/- 
jrVr die bedroom door—not a very convenient arrangement. 

I WHS told ill at this was done purposely to enable the hotel 
staff to switch off the lights, as people from country districts 
wlio were unused to electricity did noi know how to turn off 
dir lights and usually left diem on all night- Tlie same 
arrangement applied in the Asia Hotel at Ktsmulok, but 
iis the electric light did not come on again wliilst we were 
there this did not worry us. 

It was hot in Pitsauulok, the temperatore inside the car 
having been 104 * F. and in the hall of the Jiotel the liienno* 
meter was registering lOo"" F. 

Every pari of Thailand wcnis to have something different 
to other parts and here many of die women wear ordinary 
bright coloured rat-tail combs across the backs of liidr 
heads, apparendy as decorations, and the dogs instend of 
being the uniform Irrowu found in most parts of tlic country, 
are blaclu I did not like the black dogs of Sukhothai and 
Pitsanulak nearly as well as their good-looking brown 
brethren elsewhere. 

M an indication of costs in the country avray from Bang¬ 
kok, 1 would say that in this very modem and reasonably 
equipped Asia Hotel, a bedroom with the usual type of 
bathroom cost 50 blmts, or about fTS., for the two of iis- Tire 
hotel, like most hotels, had its idiosyncranes. In this ca.se it 
was die room-boy who even more than others walked in and 
out of our bedroom, without knocking or pausing, whenever 
he wasted to do anytlutig or to ask anj^ing, ^Ve found, too, 
that vmtots did ihe same thing, occasionally catching us m 
inappropriate momciits, *0 that whilst tve dressed in the 
morning we boiled our door. An official, who called on u» 
before we left, finding he could not just walk straight in, 
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wem to the bakcmy nutnuig round the hotel and then 
proceeded to lean in our open window so that he could 
chat to US. Life is very simple in Thailand and the western 
idea of privacy is entirely alien to the ideas of local people. 


C/iapter FaurUtn 

Korat and Siamese Cats 

Wa Icfl early from Piiaanulok lo rerracc our steps l» lire 
outskirts of Ralicng and try to reach Nakoni Snwan the same 
sight. In the car came a Ministry of die Interior official 
and a policeman beautifully clad in a clean and sharply 
pressed white unifami. Of course we had the inevitable 
puncture midu'ay between Pitsaiiulok and Suiliothai. Our 
beautifully clad policeman made no bones whatsoever about 
helping me diangt the wheel, but oh! hit while irouscis. By 
the tlmi- we had hnished, noi only I but be and hi* clean 
unifbnn were titcroJly plastered with die thick red dust that 
covers eveiythiiig. I was used to it and be made no com¬ 
plaint. 

At S ultho t hn? we stopped to find a pbce to mend the 
puncture and afrer linnting about found a most able and 
businesslike woman presiding over what appeared^to Ire a 
smalt and primitive retreading factory- Under her directions 
A ticw tube wliich WB earned, was put in our spare covct and 
the puncture mended, after the inevitable 3 -iiich nail had 
been pulled out. Of course, a small crowd coUccied to watch 
the opcratiotis, showing great inierat in lire car and our- 

jclvcs. u 

As wc jogged along over the bumpy road* we passed a nus 
tying upside dourn btmdc the ■road. The passengets were 
still inside the bus, all alive and contentedly aUing oa the 
initirlr of thc upfidc dowii topf. 1 supposB it wss iHc ooly 
place itfitli any shade. The normal ai'iangement for buso in 
this country b a brry-Uke body with open sides and a strong 
roof. In the body of the lorry arc sacks of rkc and other 
mcrdiandbc and on die roof perch the passengers, as tightly 
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paclccd PLSJinfdliies in a tin. SaanrUmes the fxiHcf make the 
passettgen cliinh do^ vn. in Ihc interests of salcty^ for moat of the 
busKs a« obviously »p heavy, and as tliey bnmp and #wny 
about over die corrugatiOTis and loose dust surfaces they 
skid constantly and can tura over very eanly indeed, even 
without the help of a comer. 

Over twenty miles from our destination we were met by 
Sub.-Lt. Vtnal, who had escorted us from Nakoim Sawan 
bciore. He took us to the same totccllcnt fiotel where wc 
again had a good room. 

The Mayor irame to dinner with us and then took us to 
see a TTiai film which had won the award for tfie best 
Asiatic film at a ixccnl fesuvol in Japan. It described the 
love affairs of two young Thais; the parental opposition to 
the girl's marriage to die poor boy and Jirr forced muTriage 
to ibe wealthy young man, resulting In her lover becoming a 
monk. To our eyes* used to the slicknos of American and 
tbc finish of British films, it reetned crude and amaicuiiah 
but it had been filmed in colour and the scenery and muds 
of the photography was exceedingly beautiful, ydiUst the 
insight it gave us into the marriage cermonjcs and ritual of 
entering the priesthood, caused it to be extraordinarily in¬ 
teresting in many respects, even though we did not under¬ 
stand a word, f am glad to hove seen a Thai film. 

V\’hcn we lefr Nakorn Saivan we had bdbre us a long run 
to Korat or Nakorn Rajarima, so we wanted to mAkr out 
usual dawn start, but the police Landrover had not arrived 
and afier waiting a short time we left unescorted. Ai far oa 
Chainat the road was exceedingly bad, t^srrugnted and ftill 
of deep holes and we luid to travel slowly at between ten and 
twenty miles an hour. In many plac« they were burning off 
the forest but apart from this the trees and biahes appeared 
greener than they had been in the north und tt seemed =*>■">** 
as if spring tvas trying to bunt out. At one point we passed 
through a terrific forest fire wltli Rames forty or fifty feet 
high licking up the bushes and bamboos and rolling aems 
the road. Huge columiu of smoke made it difficult to sec 
our direction and the sudden explosions of the hollow bam- 
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boos in the hem of the fiames madL- it sound Like a batde- 
field. We could not stop to take pictures owing to the iicat 
and fl ^rneii, but went through as slowly as we dared, taking a 
film whilst the car passed through the flames. 

Of course, shortly aftcrwariis we had the inevitable pure* 
ture. We had crossed a uumber of wooden bridges and then 
drove off die road lo a deviation through the bush and for 
tome time as we bumped and rolled over [ho Loose sandy 
hoUnws and low luLlocl^ 1 did not realise we had a flat tyre. 
However, the tirne came when even with the rniiting road 
surlact I reaJiKcti aomething was wrong. U was not long 
before I found a screw, instead of a nail, projecting from the 
cover. 

We missed our police this time fcr it was very hot indeed. 
1 put our iJicrmoiTietcr outride the car and it registered over 
130’ F. in the snn. The wheel mth the puncture was so hot 
that 1 could not hold tl and the looia wtiieh I spread our on 
tlie ground beside me rapidly became so heated that they 
could only be held for a lew moments at a time. The body 
of tlw cat was » hoi that it was painful if one accidentally 
rested a bare arm against it. 

Whilst we were miiUcg the change a car rn’cnook ui with 
an EnglishmaR and a 't'hai. TJjcy stopped lo offer their help 
but I thanked them and told them we could manage. I did, 
however, give them my card and ask tiicm to have it delivered 
to the Governor of Korat, where they ■were gcring, with a 
tne-'aage to say that we might be late getting in owing to 
punctures and bad roads. 

The mside of the car, after standing in this terrific temper- 
aiutr, was almnsL hot enough to cook a joint of meat. Both 
of us were dripping with sweat and our clothes were mst 
red widt dirt, whilst our Ikccs, hair and every part of us W'Jis 
covered in dust ihrongh wliich screatns of sweat had coursed, 
Diakizig Its look perfectly horrible. Of counse, the car soon 
started to boil as we travelled in low gear over the atiocioiis 
surface, 'flic water and other liquid which wt carried with ui 
had long been odiauiitd and it was with a feeling of tre- 
mcndoia relief that we saw a wayside cafe, rather a Thai 
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imilatiott of ad Ettgiish lorry driven' pirtt-up. Wcstopp»cd And 
‘hent inside. Before I cotdd ca'oh aik for some drinks^ a man 
arose and a mnmenf larer came back wdi a bowl of water 
jifjd a piece of soap which he held oui in froat of us with a 
broad grin. We thanked liim for his kindness nml iieU hctlcr 
for his help ajid for the Green Spot which fbUowed, Tlicre 
was no etcctric te&igeradou and no ice-boxes here and tlic 
orangeade was warm, but at Tcait it was somcihing wci and 
comparatively refrahing. One man among the fialf dozen 
spoke fair EnglLdt and qtiestiontxl ns as (o w!mi we were 
doing and where we had come from, translating our replies 
to his frieaids and ajtidng lu their questions, Tliey were in- 
tercated and amazed when they found that both the car and 
ountelva had come all the way from England and had 
motored over a greui deal of ihdr country. In the end their 
amazement gave way to amusement and we were told that 
aJtliough they had hcaid that the English were mad they 
had never believed it before. We continued our Journey 
followed by the cheers of our drinking compauiotu. 

Eonunately liie road improved soon after aiKi wc reached 
Korat jtist as it was gctdng darL We were much later tlian 
had expected and wc did not know where iti find die 
Govemoir'a residence,. I asked several people for help and 
diowcd them the message wc iiad hud written for us in Tlini 
for just such an emergency, asking tn be directed to the 
Governor's house. But no one seemi^ to know until I asked 
a saShin-robed monk who, though he could not ipeaJc 
English, read our mnsage and dearly indicated where we 
had to go. We wen tn no fit state to call on the Governor 
but this had to be done. R. was somewhat cross and queried 
the necessity of calling on the Governor, suggtsting that we 
should go straight lo the hotel. 

"That’s all very well,” I said, *'hu( what’s the name of 
the hotel, how do we ask for it and where U it?'* 

Obviously we had to call on the Governor as we were. He 
was out but the Governor's !ody. though site spoke Uttk 
English, entertained us wbilsi a messenger was sent to find 
him. He had been playing tennis and was still at the club. 
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but 11 'isTts Dcrt mttny minuccs bufixrc hi amvcd, spcaiking 
^xcctlcrvi Engikb and ictling us ihAt tiling was laid on 
for us^ and tliat he !iad rt^eived the message that had been 
broughl in by die tar whidh overlook ui- He had given 
orders for a search party to go hatk ou Uie road to belp us if 
wc did not arrive by dark, it was dieti just dark he hasdJy 
rang up the police and tawd them going out on a wild goose 
chase. He took us to the Hotel Taliamsamackyt wliire wc 
Ibund the Deputy Govemor awaiting us in case we had done 
as R. had suggested and gone straight to the hoiet, 

I have never enjoyed cold water so much- We went into 
the bathroom^ dutig off our doihcs and took ic in turns lo 
pour basin after ba$in of water out of the Aii Baba over our 
headi. A dcposii of Uquid mud soon covered the ilcx^r hut 
more water and soap eventually cleared it away and by the 
time w'c were more or less clean die Deputy Governor and 
our new police officer were awaidng us for cliimet* 

After dinner wo strolled round the town for a diort time 
and then went in to bed. Tlurrc were no Lights, for the elec- 
iricitys though funi::tjotiing, woi so grievously overloaded 
dial there wm only the paid! glimmer and candles had to 
be brought to lielp us oul Hierr was not suificirnt power to 
work the fhn and it waa very hatj the temperature in the 
building being rather over too'' F- and I hearitate to say 
what it Wiis in the car lest 1 be accused of ocaggeratiam 
Nevertheless, wc leU asleep as stioti wc by down though 
we bad already been warned of more ruins to see in the 
mornings 

Tliailaiid is an exceptionally clean country anch os I be¬ 
lieve I have already suldj wc tHd not sec a flea, a bug or a 
louse in the whole of the lime tve were in tfic couniry- But 
therr were plenty of masquitoci and at Korat, Rlired out, 
obviously did not (lx her mosquito net properly and in the 
morning her legs and amvi were literally covered with bites 
and I Idlied fifteen of the insects inside her rirt. Karat was one 
of ihr wont placid we found for mosquiiixa but Uierc were 
veiy few flits and all told we found it otic of the pleosantcit 
dtiot in die wholeofTliailand. It is a largish town and still has 
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rernniintft of the ancient txjiwn walk md one of the city 
gates- 

Nai Chua^ the Deputy Governor* and PoUcc Sub.-Lt. 
Araya Promphaiita eaJleci for us in tlic tnoming to show us 
tlie sights oT the ndghiwujrhood. We went Hirst of oil to the 
Baiit cf A)*inhya to try cash mtm itidlatjd Emk 
travellers cheques, which, so far, everyone^ bank, hotel or 
shop all over llvaihuid hiitl ccmplctdy refused to have any¬ 
thing whatsoever to do with—\[idJand Bank please notel 
Indeed, dnougboul our joumirya dtts time we had found rhal 
EravellefB clieques were to all intents and purpesea uselen 
cxeqjt in the biggest Uauls in the capital city and we usually 
carried ample casli with us« I'lie tkink of Ayudiya at Korat 
was no cxcq^tion* I do nut think they had ever seen a travel¬ 
lers cheque, but as the Deputy Govemur had brought me 
there himself the; manager toot my word fur It that they 
were quite genuine^ asked me what the rate of exchange 
should be and gave me what I asked. To tnaure I didn't 
receive more than I was entillcti to I asked ibr a bliat less 
than t had received from Lhe Batik of Hong Kong and 
Shanghai in Bangkok. 

Then ^ter varioua other business calli we were token to 
tlic ruins of Mueng Phimai some twenty miici away From 
Korai^ There are the remairu of an immense temple here but 
a little more h standing than usual and we wm able to 
apprectutc the magnilicent ^vorkmanslnp put into thii place 
by the Cambodians in the time of King Nariman 1, a tliau- 
sand years ago. 

There ore mxral imposing gateways with carved linieb and 
the reniaim of a magnificent prang or pagoda^ but what 
intrigued me most were the amusing sculprurea. All about lay 
huge blocks of sione carved cterpty with gods and dandng 
girb* monkeys and warriors. The linteb of tlic gatewaya were 
litnilarly carved and up the face of the prang could be dts- 
tinguiihcd more daiidng and leaping bodies. One fresco of 
monkeys made m itiar with laugtiier as one of the ^uiinmk 
was hoiding hit nose between finger and tlmmb and most 
obviouiily mdicating to bh oompaniDns that there was a very 
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nany amcl] indeed in the ndghbourbood. These emvinga 
are very perfcciiy preserved and look almost as though they 
had been cot only a few years ago. 

As usual it was hot, but outside thr remains of the temple 
was a clump of oocotiut palms and also, as tmial^ at my 
suggestion that a green coconut wciuld be very refreshing, a 
■nan was scat to the top of a lofty palm at top speed wliere be 
cut a number of nuts which R* and I enjoyed a few minutes 
later. Owing to its very thick outer husk and inner shell 
the milk of die coconut is always cool and, contrary to ideas 
in England, we never found either the milk or tlie soft (imh 
flesh of the nut in the least indigestible. 

From the temple ruins we were taken to lunch at the new 
irrigation dam which had been built to store water during 
the wet season in order tliat about 30,000 acres should be 
irrigated during the diy period of the year. Close by was an 
amazing banyan tree, its branches spreading over a tre¬ 
mendous area and throwing down roots &om time to time, 
which, in their turn, had become almost like minks to sup* 
port liic spreading boughs. The tree was over a thousand 
years old and 1 paced the spread of its boughs and found 
tliem ninety yards in one direction and fifby*four yards in the 
other. 1 magine tills enormous Spread all from one tree. The 
lovh'cst boughs were seven or eight fcet above the ground and 
here in their *hr'd'~ had been placed a table and choirs in 
preparation for a picnic lunch. 

Braidc die banyan tree ran the rivet and o backwater 
made a pleasant pool in which an attractive pavilion hiid 
been built above die water by the Prime Mmisicr who 
presented it for the use of die ofRciab orKcrai, We sat and 
drank iced beer and took in the peaceful beauty of the scene; 
the placid waters of the pool luttoundlng the pavilion; the 
lotuses and lilies thrustiug their heads above the mrface; 
beside it the enormoos banyan tree and in the distance 
patches of colour from tlic many Ramc-of’thc-fbnat tm 
which grew round about. We lunched excellently widh 
various officials in the shade of the banyan. Everything had 
been biou^i out from Korat the occasion, ice and aU. 
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This picnic^ aiTaiiit is one of the most pleasant memories of 
our tour. 

AAcr luDch I Walked Over to Uie dam where pjJa were still 
bciug drives, though sot witli a mechanical pile-driver, A 
tripod bad been erected over tlie baulk to be driven into the 
ground and to this a chain and pulley with an enormous 
wdghi aiuched was fastened. From the cliain depended 
about twenty ropesi each witli its human attendanL The 
work was done to the chant of the foreman who kept on 
tinging what sounded exaedy like “left iirm^eren, teft 

Every dmc he said '"left arm" ilie men cm 

thdr ropes aod brought the ’wdgbt to the (op of the tnpod. 
At Uicwofd they let go and with a trCTnendoiis thud 

the weight dropped on the end of die pUe, This hunriEUi piSc- 
driver fasemated me and [ spent some umc watching it at 
work, to the obvious Blight annoyaticc of ihe polieeman who 
had been detailed to follow me and who much prefenTd ihe 
shade of the banyan tree to die heat of the bl^azing !nm by the 
pile-driver. He hovared at the edge of the shade and irnUrd 
chcerfidly when I reiurued once more to oitr friends idLl 
sitting titidcr the banyau. 

Kora t has a most excellent munidpa] farm of about i^oaerea 
w'here fowls^ fisli and cattle are br^ and tiauatiai and other 
fruits and vegetables are grown and sold to die pubttc- Many 
pigs arc «eiii off to Bangkok and fartnen in the prtn'inee of 
Korat are allowed to buy birds and beasts from the farm and 
so improve thdr own stock. In order to do this tljcy import 
pedigree birds and beasts from different parts of the world, 
particularly from Great Britain and Australia. 'Fhc pigs we 
saw were middle whites and Tamworthst some of diem pure 
bred and oihcra crossed with the hollow-backed local bfecil 
The hens were duefly Rliode Island Rcda and White Leg- 
hqms^ many of ihtsc^ iigdn, being crossed with local hvrdi. 
We looked at the pigs, wc saw the bananas^ we went to the 
fbhponds where fish are bred and fattened ftur the local 
market and wc had a gt>od Uugli at a local former deporting 
with two enormous pig;s which he had purehaied. He w^ 
ridiiig a samloh (iricyclc rickshaw) and Ui the pasengcr seat 
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he hiid tw mormom Tamworth pigs, lying on Uitir b 3 ck% 
tlieti feel tnuss^ Logctbrr whilst they gasced about quite 
ootitentedJvp thougfa upside down^ looking at the world as 
they pjis9cd with an exprcsnati as much m to say, '*Scc what 
an important pig I am. I am driving a¥ray in a sanilDh in-^ 
stead of having to walk in the hot sun.^" The Entuer stopped 
to be photographed hut obviously saw nothing fiiimy in what 
was making R. and che Deputy Governor, the police 

and the farm oflidals roar with laughtet. 

'The Farm is, of course irrigated^ water being brought from 
3 canal leading from the river to a higher level by 
an cddli^ss ebaiti of scoops driven by an 8 h.p. engine, Ccr* 
talnly the water comes out in vast quantUics at the Ziighcr 
level to be led in ditdics about the farm* but 1 am athud 1 
cannot quite credit ihe figura given me by tlit manager, 
who said diat with this machine^ of which he w^as obviously 
very proud, one acre of land could be flixdcd sk indies deep 
in fivt mmutes, Thougli T queried this statement he mristod 
he was correct, bur possibly he was confuring mlnotes with 
hours and even this wouk) be ^ voy hue performance. 
Whatever the capacity of the pump may be it ti certainly 
extremely efficient and the whole of the farm is well irrigated. 
Part cf the land b id off in smallholtlings of about ten acres 
to cx^acrviccnuen and others who ore encouraged to fann 
tinder ntodein coridictom and are given more hmd as they 
prove their worth. Certainly thii rmmidpal uudcrtitldng 
seems to be very up-to-date and cxceilenlly nin. 

Wherever we went in Korat one of the police camr with 
us, more as a guide and helper than anything else* He was a 
little nmn who looked about fourteen years old, bui ioM us 
he was married with severut children. 1 believe hr gave hlf 
age as tw^eniy-ibur. He talked a cxrtaltt amount of EngEdi 
and was very uscfiit to ns in many different way's. 

Korat, a city of 40,000 people, is die capital of a province 
with a population of about 800,000. It a a colourfut place 
teeming with life and we found much pleasure in simply 
potcering about in the town, taking photographs, for which 
people willingly posed, and of the open-air restaurants. 
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ranJa of satcloh driven waiting to be liircd and ttfc in the 
dty generally. We were glad that our travels would bring us 
back agsitn to Komtj tor we liked the place, tlie people and 
the hold where, incideauUy, we had the first ^ring mai- 
cresres that we had so far found in Thailand. 

The Goveraw, Suwan Reun Vod, was helpful and his 
deputy, Nai Orua, one of the many friendly men we met in 
this country. In fact 1 think the tack of a proper dectridty 
supply was almost the only bad point about Korat, but this 
we were assured was temporary. 

**Ncver mind," they said, "h will be all right in three 
months' dme when the new generator is working.'^ 

1 should like to go back and see if tliis is the case for twice 
we were taken to see the die of the new gencradiq station 
npon which many hopes were obvkuisly builL 
Kcrat is the traditional home of the Siamese cat and here, 
if anywhere, wc expected to find examples of the spedcs, but 
people simply laughed at its and nrpeaud what we had 
been mid bc£^, that ail the Siamese cats had gone to Eng¬ 
land. We did find one cat and I took its photograph, but it 
was a Thai cat and not a Siamese. 
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Chapter Fifteen 

We Reach the Mekong River 


One gets accmtomcd to odd sights when travdling in other 
countricts though of count the sights are not at all odd to 
people who live always witli them. Bui when we met a nioni^ 
hill saffron robes flying in the wind, galJoping along the verge 
of the road on a pony* it was suJfidendy umisuaJ for me to 
remember it. In die first caAe I bad never seen a mounted 
manic and in ihe second case ponia or horses sepm very mre 
in Timitand and it was most exeopdonaj to see anyone on 
horseback. In England^ in my youthi we were rnihcr brought 
up on stories of Buddhist monk^ who robbed and murdered 
and were always the vilLuins of the plot^ hiding in the dark 
recesses of some dim temple. Nothing could be further from 
the markj and the monks lq whom 1 talked and Vp'ith whom 
1 came in contact were gentle^ pleasant people and ingtead 
of robbing were apt to be robbed, like the monk to wham 
wr gave a lift, because he was walking lo the ncareal police 
stalion to CDiit plain tliat aocncone had stolen his bc^ng- 
bowL 1 often wonder whether he ever got it back. The 
thdt was a serious one for him as these Buddliist monks five 
on the Ibod given to diem hy people of the villages ncor their 
ictnples, and in the early moniing U is a o^mmon sight to 
see a long procession of safTran-jrobed monks godig out with 
their bowls and vliiting house afler house where everyone 
gives them a ihilr rice, some Eruit^ a piece of fish* or some 
small ocldmeni of &qd^ After ihdr rounds, the monks return 
to the monastoy or temple which they serve^ and eat their 
meat, for they may not eat after midday. 

from Korat eastwards wc were traveliiiig in that part of 
Thailand whkh is considered to be poverty^striiien and in- 
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fetjli;, loddng waitfr and gencndly the poor pan of the 
country. It is true ihe roacb an the whole arc bad, possibly, 
in most provinces, worse than the average, bn! we saw tinle 
signs of actual poverty and conversations with Governors 
and Deputy SheriGs confirmed our cpinJoa that die bad 
irpc^rts ;irc ex^tggeradons. 

The rice which grows here is of a rather gludnc:»us raricty 
looited down on by most odier Tliaia, who* as a tom of con¬ 
tempt, sometimea refer tn a person as- being a man who cats 
sticky ricc- It is perhaps this that hm given lise to tlie idea 
dial the eastern provinces are so poverty stricken, Certainlyp 
they arc not as demiciy popuLated as other parts of die cioun- 
try. We passed, through fewer viUag^, we saw few^er people 
and we certainly saw lewder can because during the wliolc of 
ihc time that we were east of Korat we did not see one single 
private car outside die (owns, and the little motor transport 
which w-as using the roads coniistcd ofbrrifs, Laudrovers or 
jeeps used by the police and army* or the heavy vchictes 
used by government qllicink in going about their business. 
But even these were few and far between. 

The country on our first stage eastwards consisted of tow- 
grovring acrub and ^omelimes milts of open pnrk-Uke country 
dotted here and there with large irres. 

At one point* I believe at Bjin Phan, w^c picked up a police 
sergeant who spoke no English hut instead cornTrsed with 
ua in perrfect French, die only person in Thailand wiUi whom 
we found that language iisdliL Indeed^ despite the proxLcuity 
of the Fitaich-^peaking countritsf of Laos and Combodiaiji 
toiviuds which we were makings hardly anyone seemed to 
have any knowledge at dl of that Innguuge though English 
continued lo be common, 

1 have a note that on this day the vibration and humping 
of the car over the bad road surfaces caused both (be back 
doot^ to Oy open, tliough they were boiled and locked* and 
the compass which tiad been bolted to the dashboard* 
dropped off again three tintn$ m one day* After that we gave 
it tipni Bad ro^ds meant slow and law gear driving and that in 
its turn meant a boilmg radiator. Also there were frcqueni 
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wwdcn bridges lUict a^ aH traffic slowed up before reaching a 
crossing and acccieratctj immediately il was over, the paichei 
of rood at both ends of the bridge were even worse than the 
rest of tlic highway* 

Our police officer from K.orai^ who took us the Oni 
stage of our journey and who had asked us where we were 
going from there, seemed very worried on our behaif. We 
told him that after touring the eaaicm provinces we ex¬ 
pected to go back to Korat, whereupon he said very gravely; 
'1 will pray to my Buddha to protect you on your jour- 

We were very touched by liis solicitude, tlianked him 
shook hands- On returning to England a bishop wljo is a 
liirnd of ours said to tis« 

‘HVcll, t!icrc*s one thing I can stop now^ I rveed not pray 
for your saleiy every day/* 

We told him that we had Buddhist prayl^ra fl4 

well as ChTiitiaii help to pmtcti m on jouiticy and quite 
obviously one of both had been effective. Itideed, though 1 
do not pretend to undcjratajid the depths of the Buddltist 
ftligion^ 1 can see very little difference in the ethical valuei 
of Buddhism and Chmtiaiiity* Even the commandments 
^ almcftt exactly the same, ihough die Buddhist command¬ 
ments are fewer and more positive whilst oum arc mostly 
negativcp 

On afTTving at Malm Sarakham we ispcfit some lime widi 
the Governor before being taken to a very plcasata buiiga. 
low a mile or so outsde the town on the edge of an nriga- 
tion dam. Here it wa^ quiet, peaceful and cool. The bunga¬ 
low had previously been the houic of the readent cngitic^ 
wheu the barrage for die ims^adon scheme was being built 
j ipri was now used occasionj^ly by the Governor and for 
offidal guests Twt> police w‘erc left to keep an eye ou and 
lock afici' 111, and an ^ild waichmatt took charge of our 
being in Ihr hungalow. He persuaded us to lie in a variety 
of camp chair tri the airy siidng-room of the bungalow* 
whikt he brought tht incvitahle ked Often S^t and 
roared widi lauglitcf when he saw ui lean back in th^ic 
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chairs which receded as ihc bacb ^ook cur weights^ so Uiat 
we ended up in » practically horizontaE pc^Tuou^ very oom^ 
fcrtablc for lazing in but an impcetsIbEe position Trom t^hich 
to drink orange juicti from a bottle by mcani of a straw^ 

Tlxere was auolhiu* dam and big i/rigatiou scheme cm the 
other fide of the town and tliere we drow vAth one of the 
oRkdab and sat for some time fmjoying the peace of tbe big 
lake which had been formed by the barrage. We were 
gradually earning to like ilic eastern prevtned very mudi^ 
despite die reports wr liad heard about tlicm. Korai gave uf 
a picasatii seud-ofT and Maim Sarakham added to our good 
opinions. 

In the tvrmug the Governor^ Luang Anumati^Rajkicht 
with his Chief of Smif and Cliief of Pohcc called, on us to see 
that ^ was wW and we were comfortable. For some time 
they stopped and talked gi'^ing tu a lot of infoimation about 
that part of die couniry* 

Wlien we left Maha Sarakham after a peaceful and rcaiJul 
slay ilic Governor and Clu ef of Police and their staff turned 
U]j shortly after dawn lo see us off, sending the Deputy 
Sltcriff and a policeman to escort us as far ^ Knlisirr. 

On this stage of tlte journey there were ^aln mosses of 
briliiant ftame-of-the-rortst trees, liieir blossom standing out 
even more proEmnendy tlutn would otherwise have been the 
case owing to the buml-up state of the ccuiffrytidc. Here, for 
the hi^t time, we saw numbers of people riding on smalt 
ptmies. 

In one place R. had n reed nightmare drive as the road 
had been W'aihcd away for a very great distance in the Roods 
a few months before. This was a place wlicre die road w as a 
causeway built dx to ten feet above maithy gittund. It would 
have uikcii a very long dmc to rebuild it and so for about a 
mile a very temporary' and rvugh w’f«Klcn causeway lind l>crn 
buih. It was nanaw and not protecicd at the sides. It wound 
in and out of the countryside abiding the wont hillocb and 
clumps of trcfs. Driving along it called ft>r incense c;are and 
concentration and t was glad that our return journey to 
Matm Sarakham would be by n cljffercuL txiad- 
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Ai Kdtsin tbc police requested us to call on the Governor^ 
which we did at quartei:*past eight in the mammgi rather 
under proirat. naturally we had to wait a flhort while 

before he appeared, and whilsL we vfaited I noticed many 
photographs and cups won In tennis toumantents^ When the 
Governor appeared he was a young man and we chatted 
wiUi him for some time about tennis, of which he was out of 
the leading Thai ptayeri. He told us !ic also used to play 
rugger and hia five sons were all tenms players p the v-oungesi 
having just been presented ^ith u cup by the King himseir^ 
Wc said good-bye and resumed our journey and he laugh¬ 
ingly said; 

"‘‘Now 1 can go back and rmiafa my b^th/* 

We laughed with him over this though I imagine he must 
have been rather annoyed at bdng interrupted in his toilet 
simply to be poUtc to two strangers who were passing through 
his changwad oi province. 

1 have not eitplained dial Tlialland is divided into seventy^ 
two provinces, or changwads, cadi under a Governor who is 
dirccUy it^sponsihlc first to ins Governor-General and dien 
to the governmcjit in Bangkok, Tiie provinces are a^cinblcd 
into nine groupe e^ch under a Governor-General. Every 
pruviiice ts divided into ninpui^s and each ampur is m the 
charge of a Deputy SherifT. The organiiatinn b rather 
aimibr to that of our couniics in England^ the principal 
difference being that the Governor's job is a paid appoint- 
mmt» whilst in England die Lord^Licutenant's poit U » 
purely honorary one. Also the Governor Itm U great deal 
moreanthority in hia province than the Lord-iicuteuant in 
his coimty. 

Tlitf countryddc began to get drier and more burnt up 
though we saw several large lakes not far from Maha 
Saraklianu In places wc passed through ihickly wooded 
country where enormous leaves at least a foot long were 
fidling from die treei as we passedp tike auiumn at home 
tliough spring was already almost on its way. In die woods 
crirkeis were slirdllng loudly and huge butterflies^ at least 
sijt inches across and coloured lulpliur and blacky flew in and 
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AUt ^rUic btishEs and octofi the road. Sometimes we passed 
through Jovely avenues of tall irees, VVe had the coiuitrysidc 
10 ourselves. There were no can and very few buses or Ibma. 
In places grass vras growing in tlic raiddifi of the road. As we 
went further cast die oountry began to Jose its burnt->up aspect 
and here and there we saw the faint grecD of stirring buds on 
the bushes and even the jungJc itself seemed aware that the 
rains would arrive soon. We climbed into the bills and had a 
glorioiiB view over a jungtc-filled valley to more liiJls beyond. 
Masses of bright periwintte blue dowers climbed In elustcrs 
over the trees and white and yellow convoKiiIus-llke 
blooms starred the verges of the road, for a time w'c hod a 
wide road with a go^. surface passing through thickly 
wooded Jungle so that we drove in oennfort in a grateful 
cooIdc&i. Here in die hill* the country scctnrd unpopulated. 

At last w'C began to descend steeply, the road wltidiog 
backwards and forwards along the face of the hills Wiiih hair* 
pin bends every liundrcd yards. So we came down to Sako) 
Nakorn. 

On our journey we were using the one in u million 
G.S.G.$. map produced by the survey of India Ibr die War 
Office, admittedly a good many years ago. but we found it 
very inaccurate. As an instance, the mountaiiiious district 
through which we had just travdied was not shown at all on 
the map. The country appeared to be dai and easy. 

We stopped for a “cowpat" at a street mtstaurant at Sakol 
Nakorn where a woman (etdlng a baby looked after «s with 
the aid of a completely naked boy of about twelve. Sitting at 
anodicr table, surv'cying the scene, was an appareuity naked 
Cbinaman, (hough it is true we could only see the top half 
of his body. 

R. decided to go to die post office in one of our frequent 
but usually unsuccessful cForts to post letters. As we came 
away a small stark naked child came running after her 
calling out loudly, of coune in Hiat. Our poUeeman said he 
was calling “mother, motlter'* but whni R. turned round to 
see what he wanted, he stopped in hoiror, his eyes nearly 
bulging out of hit head as he stared at her. Then he turned 
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and ran howling ai the lop of Jhh voic^. Tlie poor diDd vras 
obvionfily not used tt> Europeans anct had not realized fwm 
the back view what he was going to see! 

In the distance we began to see nigged hills on the 
horizon. They grew higher and bigger and toorc nigged na 
we appemached Nakom PJmnoni on ihc banks of the Mekong 
iwer^ On the far aide were the nionntaiiu we had seen for some 
time, and that was Laos. VVe had reached the eastern frontier. 

Here the Governor was away, but tho Deputy Goveruofi 
Chnan Chitrsamrevncp w^ts expecting us and look m to 
quite the best rcsthonsc that we had seen in the wliole of 
Thailand^ ^ beautiful little building quite lo the ad- 
ministraii^e offices of the province. After vre had an A!i 
Baba he and the headmaster of the secondary school;^ 
Shaveng Siriratatia^ drove round with us to see the sights. 
To us the ebief Lhing of interest was the Mekong, a mighty 
rivo' running in a deep gorge^ Tlic wntr.fs were Jow, For it 
was the end of the dry season^ but with the rains ti would 
rise nearly to the top of the banks. UnCirtunately, according 
to the Oeputy Governor^ the river b uselos to TTiaihuid as it 
holds no fish anti ilicy cannot use it for irrigation, I could 
tiot undmtand wtty the waters could not be used to irrigate 
the dry' and clusry provinces of the east and came back 10 
this point at several other towns on the river w*hich we 
^'isbed. Quite rightly it was said that the river was now too 
low lo be used to irrigate the land. When I suggested a dam 
I was told that involved politics and die co-operation of the 
country of Laos on the other aide and Cambodm further to 
the south. Tlicii 1 suggested a pumping insuiilation to raise 
Some waticr to tbc level of the east Iballand plains, but was 
told that politics were an insuperable difliculty and that in 
any ease the provinoc and the country as a whole was too 
poor to finance such a $4die]ne. I-ater I chanced to meet some 
Amcricarut rmrn our of their mbrions m Thailand and we 
fell to dbensuDg the irrigation of Ihcsie eainent prtpviticei, 
Whcti I laid that I was surprised that the waters of the 
Mekong were not used for this puqwffc tisc American to 
whom i was* talking jumped up and held out bb bancL 

160 



24» All III mn tcav'f^ In Eiutcni 'lliailxiEid 



The Wnt BcitdiiinuiU^pirr i^r MAi4ik 1 Vfiiple* BnitykiA 














■^7- A linkc-r rlrur^ 3 jam of tciilc 


A typimi Thai n^tqiirant of ihc hftllftr kind 








IV£ AEACH TIUK ttCKOlfG XWeA 

‘*Pui it there, {tiend, yoii'w ssid it exactly, Pve been 
aaktng the same thiag ever since IVe been here,** 

We were both agreed that the dilficuliies of obtaining 
the water were not msuperabte^ though they might be cx« 
pensive, but then of course both of us were ignorant of the 
political implicadcuis aiut there are probably very good 
reasons why the authorities do not make use oT this water. 
I must say it is luini to ima^e what the teal rcamn can be. 


Chapter Sixteen 

Beside the Mekmg 


Wk Itail a mo$t dinner whilst ai Natorn Ptuinoni- 

Mai Chiian ChitJBamrcimCp the Deputy Governor and Nai 
Shavtng Striratana the headma5terj.colfected lu and twik um to 
a Chinese restaurant in the to\viL They thought it would be 
better than bringing a meal to us in the rcstJimise. The 
riataurant was of the uiual uiumpodng type^ not very well 
lighted and rather primitive in its furmihinga. 

VVe WCTc seated at uibk when the Chief Customs Officcr 
and n local lavrycTj whom I itnder^iand was the Govcmtiumt 
Prasccuting Counsel, were brought to the table to Join the 
party. We had an cjscdlent and ratter hilarioua meal m all 
four Thais spoke quite good English. 

♦ dinner the Chief Ciistorin Officer saw someone 

sitiiDg nearby with a large package of cigarettes* His trained 
eye noticed that they wero French cigarettes which had 
obviously come in from the other side of the river (from 
I^ios) and to his know'iedge had not paid duty# Justice was 
twift and efficient. He went over to iJie table and com¬ 
mandeered the bundle of packets whicli he opened and pro¬ 
ceeded to throw out to praciically everybody in tlie resiaur- 
antj a couple of packets each. He then rciumcd the remain^ 
ing fw to the oHcDdiiig imuggkr. As far as I noticed, not a 
won) was said on cither tide. Justice waj meted out un- 
ofndatly in dead dlencc, but when he had finished and 
resumed his seat at the table there Wiis a roar of laughter 
from everybody^ induding the culprit. 

Ii was suggested that R. and 1 shonld cross the river to 
Law because we could buy bU tom of French goods then; far 
more cheaply than we could in Thailand. 
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*** Customs OtRcer, “anil you will b« 
waiting for iii on this aide to run us in Ibr amuggllag or 
dtatge us treble duty." 

Laughingly he indignantly rcpudiati^ any such but 
had to admit the Justice of die infbnniition wliieb R, gave 
bim when ahe said that Eagtand was so close lo France it 
was far cJicapcr for us to buy French goods in France than 
get them from the Far Eaat, where prices were high aiul 
carriage had to be added to the «»t, 

! W4S ofTcred Some trf the Frendi cigarettes but refused 
them as.I do not smoke. However, 1 produced my anufF^wx 
and handed it round, though no one joined me in a pinch. 
I asked iff tiad tried Fhai anniT and on my saying thqi 
f did not blow it was made in Thailand, the whole party 
immediately wluskrd R. and me out of the restaurant -'*nd 
we proceeded on a shopping tour in the darkness. First we 
visited the local chemist, who produced for my bcnehi no 
fewer tJian seventeen bmocts of lliai stiulT, oU ground very 
ftne and of differcni llavours. 1 was given three phials of 
different varieties as a souvenir, but I round them rather 
too highly' flavoured for my liking. The chemist spoke ca- 
cdlent English and was interested in allowing i» all the 
patent medicines Le had imported from England and we 
had difliculty in getting away without a load of Enm F™t 
Salts, Ciissoiis soap, ^fac]cans [ooilipasic and other artid«. 

We then visited the stlvennudi and were shown many 
excellent examples of local silver work, chiefly in the form of 
bowk used for dipping bath water oni of the Ali Babas. 
Some were pure silver otlien jo per cent nr ^ per cent pure. 
All were sold by weight. We were (empred to buy but the 
timught of English customs duties stopped us in time. 

We went from shop to shop iu the darkncaa, being shown 
Tliai silks and nieJIo-ivarc and liaving all sorts of things 
liauled out of dim recesses at the requat of tltc Deputy 
Governor or the Chief Customs Officer. Tlic latter, iti par¬ 
ticular, seemed to know all about everytliing dial every 
ibopkeepcr had in liis store. It was almoai uncanny how he 
asked for certain things to he bioughi to us and to notice the 
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wAy in which chc ahoplccc:pH;r Jookfd ai him aj he went into 
ihe backgmund to produce ihc required article. I do not 
know how much scuff wa;s smuggled, I sJjouM like to Jbavc 
heard the siorics bchiud ^tnt of the Lhijigs^ but our &ieciilt 
certaioly gave us a most enteciaitLing evaiingp {Lualiy tubing 
us back to our restliousc and drinJdrig a last Green Spa t with 
m before tficy bade us good night. We were ^fOary we had 
lucii a short time lo stay in Nakom Pliaiiom on the Mekong 
river, overlooking the mountaiiu of Lam. 

Our sentr>' seemed m tK^ very woiried all that night he- 
CHUse wc dept with owr windowt open. The cmneii of his 
feet on the gravel round and round tJic bmlding was con* 
tinuous and rrum time to time he apparently iri^ the win¬ 
dows to sec if it would lie cas>' for anyone to get in. As I 
have sakii it was a lovely liide mthouse and it had a moat 
superior Aii Baba—a large concrete died tank fliled with 
water into which to dip our bowk. I very nearly climbed in 
and sploshed about inside. 

Breakfast appeared before dawn: cold fried eggs, beef 
steak, tomatoes, spring onions anti Idiucc, with condensed 
milk and coflFec essence, ITiai tea and wad a water, roJlowed 
by biscuits anti buUcr« Ail this had to be eaten with a spoon 
and fork only* 

VVJien tfiinkiiig back tin the enormous suppH^ offtxjd wic 
were givoi it La lianl to realize that by the time we got bark 
lo England R. was nearly a stone lighter than when she had 
left, although we had flown back slowly, stopping for a few' 
dayi err a week at several pbccs rn rouU* For my part, I for¬ 
got how much weight I lost but my waist measurmtent was 
reduced by Gvu inches. 

One last note about Nakom PJianocD- Before we went to 
bed R. settled down in the rctnhou^tc to write some leiters. 
Immitiiately she was well under weigh the caretaker dashed 
up and put down a spittoon on dtber lide of her so that she 
mighi carry out her wiitLcig in comfort, Thais arc great 
u^rs of cheac utensib and, indeed, I think tlte only really 
disgusting tiling in Thaila nd, according to our notions, is 
the constant clearing of thnjati, the huickjtig and spitting. I 
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asked a doctor if tius constant s^^ittlng vrai not a very bad 
tluog for the people in rprcadiiig disease, but his reply vras 
to the rifect that surely tt viTis better to spit out (lie phlegm 
than to svb'alliOiv it, and the bright mnsiiinr soon lulled aoy 
gttTTts wtuch might be dusemioated. 1 hope he is tight But 
I wish thcyM fu sUeocers, 

On our way south along the Meknng river we crosited a 
number of good, minforced concrete bridges instead of the 
usnaJ wooden structures, and made fairly gewd time to Tart 
Phanoiii where wc stopped to sec the wat smd pagoda said to 
be about a,ooo years oId< 1 queried this Sgurc but several 
people insisted timt it had been built dglit years ailer the 
death of Buddha, I still think iJiat the original wat may have 
IxeQ buiti iltcii, bill die beautiful and unusual pagoda with 
the cunoiiS markings looked ahuiost modem in comparismi 
with many other tcmplm wc had visited, A somewhat 
bieaerc ciTcci has Iweu created hy modem sculptures which 
liave been atldcd to Ihe walls of iJie courtyard. One wns of a 
man in modmi Enropeiui clothes, wearing a hombivg hat 
and a monocle, hating stones tlirowtt at him by 'Fhai 
children. Was this a rcfcrtncc to tlic unpopularity of western 
people among ilic easicmm and did it reflect their real 
feelings towards us, so well disguised by laugfiing kindliness 
and courtesy? 1 wonder? 'Die east Is always inscrutable but 
somehow 1 Jeel tliat the Tltais we were Jiving with and wiio 
helped U 5 80 mucJi were quite genuine in their attitude; still 
1 cannot explain this awful sculpture. Another carving 
depicted a one-eyed man wdrii a pole stung over hts shoulder, 
carrying an elephant nl one end ami a cat at die other. 
There ^err several others of a hke unuirt, totally out of place 
as part of the building of this wonderful and ariciem temple. 
On the lower part of the pagoda tiicrc was a greni deal of 
obviously anciem work, but right at the lop dirre wa» a gold 
umbrella (hrtx and a half metres high, which was only added 
in 1954. 'Hic great gateway to the wai is only opened during 
apodal rcligioiia festivals—rather like the Cathedral of St, 
Peter at Rome. 

Tliia part of Thailand has many Aimamese, the women 
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[dcturaqizc in thdf curiously (bided red hcad-drtssci. We 
were told Uiat die^ imnugniiit^ leam to speak and write Thai 
very rapidly and do so better than many Thais thcmsclyc^. 
They generally go into business and arc a busy and hard¬ 
working part of the population. 

Wc saw many of the people here wearing jcrtcyi with the 
intertcx:ked ring badges of the Olympie Games of 1954- 
Large numbers of children and many grown-ups wort these 
wMlt jersey's with the colotired badg^, sometimes wearing a 
bath towel twisted round ilirir lieads as jin accessoryr Gener¬ 
ally, too, tlie sTOWn-Hp* and the children were dirtier than in 
Ollier parts of Thaihind, but we had been told that the easicra 
provinces were the mo^t back^yand in the couniry and so were 
not surprised. Probably this indicated titc absence of klongsand 
riwrs. Hie people dhd not seem as iuteUigent here iisetscwharr, 

Thent w'ctc marc caitie than wc had seen before and 
several times we had to atop iiud clear them from the bridges 
before we could pocced. The stops^ as a matter of fact, 
were a relief, for the road became very' had again. 

We stayed some time at Mukedalm and went down to the 
banks of the Mekong river and once more looked towards 
Xiiios, Tlie mountains loomed behind m the uordt and the 
country on the other ride of the river wm dense forest and 
jungle, turning fresh and grem^ a grtrat rdief after tlie burnt- 
up countrywide through which wc had travelled so many 
hundreds of miles. 

At Umnni Chartxm* wc visited anodicr wayside restaurant 
and ate die local food. Tlie usual number of children imd a 
few adulU collected 10 watch ns, but ntdihcr here nor ebe- 
where were we meotntnoded at bU by the interest displayed 
in ouTj. no doubt, curious habits. 

The sky was overcast and it looked as though rain might fall 
at ony inorxient. The tcmpcrfltnre was lower than usual, only 
F. in the car. We henrd Liter dint min iiad (alien in the 
adjoining province at this time, a mtlicr earlier start than 
usual to the rainy season wfilch, as sliowti by the bufsring 
green buds on the trees and bushes, obviously was near. 

*.\Jic cnUicil -Bung! 
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Paiclies of tobacco wrrc passed frcqucotly iiiul were always 
rcftired fo as ''Vir^Lnia” by people lo wbcm we spoke. R. 
told OUT police otbeer tluit we iliould c-oll it jure tobacco but 
it took a tremcjidous amount of cxplAiriing ibii tlie words 
"tobacco^* and “Virginia'' were not synonymous but that 
Virginia was a variety of tobacco. This sceracd to pustak 
lum for a Jong rime and he could 1>e heard mutiering to 
himscir “tobacco not Virginia". 

filossom was beginning to appear on the trees and the 
mangoes were covered in a cream coloured mist of blossom 
not unlike sweet chestnut, and the polrns and bamboos were 
all putting on a fresher green. 

■Tlic roach hereabouts preacincd us with a new difficulty. 
The ruts on cither «dc of a central hump were so deep that 
oiur sump kept bumping on tfic surface and I wiis afraid it 
might he damaged. The only thing to do was to drive In an 
uncomfonahk position with the ncar-dde wheeb on the 
ouLiideedgeor die road and the olT'Sichr wliccts pcrclied high 
on the Immp (the rute of die road b the same as in England}, 
an attitude in w'liich it was difficult to control the car as well 
as licing decidcclly unconiibnablc. 

At last we came to iTbnl (pronciiiiiced Ubonj capital of the 
largfsi pimincc In Thailand, with a populaiicin of about 
one million people. The Ckivtnvtjr, Nai Kiat Tanakul, bad 
only recently been appointed to the province and bad 
previously been senior official tq thq htiuistry of the In¬ 
terior in Bangkok. He hud visited England and been to 
London for siic months so that he spoke cxceUcut English 
and was able to tdl ua a lot about his province and about his 
ideas ffir it. He is certainly progressive and cuthuaListic and 
is already doing much for this poor part of the country. Hb 
cntliusi.'ism w;ts bt^ioning to show good results vvlilbt we 
W'crc Ihere in the extra work being done to die mad), whtcli 
were for better dmii those in any oilier part of the eastern 
provinces which we viiitcd. Hr had to leave the town, the 
day after we arrivedj to conduct lOme Imsiness in a distant 
part of tiis chung\vad but placed us in good fiands before he 
went away. The “good hands'" were diosc of Noi Seni 
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Varnantura^ better known as ^^Saaoh^^ the tennis champion 
of Thailand. 

We iUyed at tlie Chltw Kec Hotdt in mmt respects one 
of Llie oddest pbe^ we found during' our jouniey. The ra- 
uanecfroin dicstrcei waa^ as uaual^ to a ramshackle bam of A 
place niimmg an appareiuly immense dUunce under the 
upper floor with w^o^en pilliusi Etjppomng die upper struc¬ 
ture and tooff rkirtg Hroin the gmimd like trees in a dini 
forest. In the dark tccrrssirs couId be sreo die glo^ir of fires 
where fcMxl wiaa being cooked. Gn bedsteads scattered abmit 
the pliiccatall hours of the day by naked cluldicii or adults 
taking a siesta. Dogs strolled in and out^ The whole place 
looked most unprepossessing but after dimbmg some rickety 
stairs one t-jntrgcd into a long liall, on either side of which 
w^crc ranges of rooms. “Die paidtlom bctw'cen die roonu were 
of hardboard and extended aliout two-Uiirds of die way to 
thf ceiling. In die an the opposite tide to our l>eflioomp 
were several washbasins and ah our arrival ai we sat at a 
table outside our bedroom door^ doing our bes! to enter^ 
tain ihr Governor^ there was a gem in lik underpants wash¬ 
ing out hb smalls. Similarly, when we had our tning mraJ 
there were people cl<^ by washing dow^n and clearing tfatlr 
tluoats for the night- I wcFuld add here that the dawn chorus 
was terrific^ not of bird song, bui of the Urge popiibtion of 
guests staying in tJua hotel, where every sound could be 
heard, lustily clearing thtir throaiSp snorting, coughing and 
tpkdng^ As ! have said before, ihh characteristic of the 
people was the only dung which wc round absolutely db- 
gusdgg—and to us it w^as. 

Our bedroom had a murow balcany open to the iky and 
there wc luid a modem w.c,, a conp^te Ali Baba and a 
w-ashbasin with cold running water, 'ritcra we conducted 
our toilet in die open uh. It was certainly an odd place but 
strangely quite comEbrtable and the cooking was the finest 
we met anywhere, except in private houses^ in Thutbnd. On 
our first night an excellent^ typicalty Eitropeau dtmicr of 
soup, full, chicken ami calunet pudding was icrved, perfectly 
coolted and properly laid with kniveij forks a nd spooui. The 
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tabfe was e^quatly well aerved by relays of small boys^ the 
yoimgcr brothers of ihc manager. We were very ptizxtnl at 
these western customs in tlic Far East of eastern Thmtand 
but when wc cnqiiirMi found that Ihr matiagta' or pro- 
prietoti 1 could not find out which^ Han C^d Pongi had 
been chef to Prince ChaJerahong^ the tatlicr of our friend 
Prince ChuU and had| in fnei^ arcompanied Prince Chakra- 
bongse on hia Im journey to Siti^poiet where the Prince 
had died. The old man called on us and sat at out table; 
agedt ctciUit composed and c^rtrcmcly interested in aU we 
had to tell hintr pardcularly about Prince Chula^ whom he 
remembered- His soti, Han Chong Kon, made an efBdent 
manager and interpreter and it was largely due to bis work 
that we found the hotel so comfomble* 

Whilst we were at Ubo! f heard tlmt there w-as to be a good 
Thai boxing toumajnifnt^ offered to take tu but R,, 

after her expcricnjcc at Raheng, backed out and went to bed. 
It wpS quite a good show^ though not on outstandingly bloody 
one ai had been the previous toumamCTU I artend«L ITiere 
was, however, one lovely tneident when Blue comer brought 
his knee hard to the solar plexus of Red corner^ knocking him 
half way ucro^ the ring. Red landed with a terrific tliump 
on the canvas tnii almoiU immediately bounced up agiun and 
changed his oppcnient kicking foriously right and kft, I 
cannot undemand how any man could have stood up to 
sudt a terrific blow in the w'md» almost without Cuming a 
hair. At this toumament none of the competiton did the 
slow motion minuEig before the contest but when 1 returned 
to the hotel R« told me she had heard the fairutmr boxing 
tuncS| fioadog to the hotel from the siaditini. 


ChapUr SeiitrUeen 

Ubol and the Eastern Provinces 

Our myal chef did U5 proud for bre^f!^ ^ well; bacon and 
scnunblcd eggs^ China tea, butler and mannalade. Yet 
SDcueliow It seemed stningc to he eating vvesicm food in such 
thoroughly eastern surrourtdiiigs. 

We were both extensively bitten by mosquitoes in the 
night despite onr nets^ but the bites did not seem particu¬ 
larly itiiiadng and as we were taldng our paludrinc rt^- 
larly we hoped for the best with regard to malaria. 

I have mention that though Ubol is in the backwiiitl 
eastern province ofThailand^ much is being done to improve 
its position, and just outside the town itself is the Uncsco 
Fundamental Edueadon Centre* I asked wbui^^fundatneutal 
education’' jneant but never received a sadslkctory ainswer 
though it provoked an amusiug argutneuT between tnem- 
bersof our party. All I can say is that iliis Fundamental 
Education CkTitre appears lo be educating teachers who will 
Inter spread their ideas about the country. 

There arc only two other of these Fundamental Educa tion 
Centres under Uti^o in the worlds one in blexSco and one 
iu Egyptf and here in Ubol were sixty students^ thirty 
men and thirty women* with another sixty due to come iu a 
few months' time. \Micn we were there the centne had only 
been iunning for ten mouths and Naj Lamal ChulMjimayr 
and Mr. A, J* Halls, who took ui round and told hi about the 
place* were fuD of cndtusiauit for its fuiuru. 

Iht teachcrt were, as sliould be the iiase, of various 
nati on a] I ClBritish and Aiuencatt* Dutclip Datiisli and* of 
course^ Thai, whUit the studenti were drawn from all over 
die country. Locally die organkatimt h known as Tttfcc, the 
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Ttudlond Uscsco Fundament^] Eduiiation Ccatrv, anil 
according to the agrcemctit signed between die gnvcniment 
oTThailand and the United Nations the purpose of Uie centre 
is said to be "to study social and Monomic cxmdidoiu in 
order to determine die needs and ptobleou oT die area of 
die coimtry that can be solved by fundatnenTnl cducatlonj 
to train fuiidaincntal education specialists and field workersj 
and to produce educational miitertal such as boolu, posters 
and audio-visual and odier inslnictiortal niatmal'‘. Fuiidn- 
mental education was described ta the agreement as “com- 
muaity education broadly conceived”. So now you knoWj 
but I am afraid 1 am little the wiser. 

rhe Thai Students adinlttcd la this educational centre are 
sopposed to liavtr had at least thirteen yean education and 
been for several yean in the government service as tcachen; 
and every student will be asked to acijuirc some general 
knowledge of health, agriculture:, education, home-making, 
village industry, social wcUnnr and the pr^uction of in¬ 
structional materials. So perhaps, at last, we are beginning 
to arrive al the meaning of fundamenial education. 

Four ampura, with a told population of about a quarter 
of A million, are being used as an cxpcrimenia] area for 
Tulix, eadi ampur liaving its own charBetcriatics and spedd 
problems. It will interest Ertiish and American readers to 
know dial a course of ituttruciton in the EngUsli language is 
an integral pan of the prognitnnic of study. 

'Tlie college buildings ore large unci pleasant fioiii the 
donuittirica, usually’ shnred by two studenu, down tn tlic 
kitchens and laundries, for everything is providei] for Lhe 
benefit of the people studying there. Tfic library in parlicu- 
brinteresied me, for several rrasoni. 11 was u large room with 
a fair number of books printed lioth in r.n glitb and Thai and 
targe nutnbers of magazines and pcriodicnli lying about- 
But when I examined the mogurincs to tee die type of material 
wJiich was picvided fpr die students, I found that iilmoet 
without e^icepttoti the periodicals were American. I saw one 
copy of ’jTAi Spiurti one of Piduu Putty and one of i 7 frntratfi/. 
These were the only representatives of Great Britnio or in- 
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deed of the British Empire, and aU were thoroughly out of 
date. Mr. HaJlfi informed me regretTuHy that they could not 
p(ti British Enagazlncs, that the British Coundl had said that 
tbdr much needed funds woiild not fMnomt Uietn to hdp 
Tul^ in this directiDti. On tltc other hand die Amencaiu 
In them have aU the literature they warned. Here is a well- 
worth while opponuiuty for some Briti-ih uiCannation lo reach 
key teachers of a cmintry which U very British in its afTccia^ 
dons and in its modem outfook. Cotdd not an organ!suiliou 
like the W.V.S, or tbe Royal Empire Sorietyt or even private 
individuals, send magazines and periodicals from rime to 
time to this excellent institution?* Decidediy^ Tufee is one of 
the w'orld's welt-wordiwhilc oi^iinizations. 

It b not only the staff who are enthusiasric, for the various 
students, to whom we talked in tlidr rooms* were equally 
full of zeal for tlieir task; as indeed, one would expect the first 
draft of tTJunees iu an inistiturion of thU son to be* Their 
moms pleasantly and plaiidy fumbfied and as ^ side¬ 
light on Tliai charHctt'rbtid I cannot Eielp menrianing the 
row upon tow of immaculately dean and beautifully proved 
white blouses and different coloured skirts 1 saw in the gbrls* 
motnjp 1 have mentioned what a dr^mly nation the ^niais 
are, and here was proof of it hefpre my eyeti 1 have certainty 
never ?ecn anything like it in any British uni verify or college- 
Wc had coffee writli Mr» Hall$ and his wife mid lalkcd nfhis. 
previous life in Papua and hb experiences in ThaiLatid* and 
were then for h change whbked off to virit the local mental 
hospital wlicrc, with pride, the Director told me that accord* 
ingto the statiittica only one person in a thousand in ‘rhailond 
was to need of mental treatment, whereas m Great Britain the 
pmparrion was one tu three hundred mid in die United States 
it was one in two hundred! laihitarcfieetionon modern dvilk- 
aunn? A good deal oTmExlcrntroatnirnt b given here in cl udmg 
shock therapy, deep ricepj cte. Contrary to die case in Great 
Britain I helkvc, there arc more men fMrients dmn women. 

Outside the Director't office I saw a battered old Standiinl 
Vanguard!. I wondered if it bddngcd to one of the paricnti* 
• Ttic M new fcndmg regular tupplici. 
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but tLectdecI that whoever owned it was In any case not quite 
inad for lie had taken ujl the spau and appaitntly thrown 
them away. In HiaUanti I Touticl these spats anil Uidr otm- 
stoni removal and replacement because of the frequent 
punctures, one of the biggest curses of die car and I luivr 
several times thought lhal die dr«];picr had quiiljEted him- 
seif for a bed in the institution In Libol^-or was likely lo 
semi Vanguard driven there. 

Contrast seemed to rale our life in IJbol, ua our next visit 
w;tfl to the fishetics s'tation tvhcrc carp and catfish are bred 
in artificiul ponds and sold to the people. One of the keepers 
drmoiutrated widt a Jorge pole net so that we coufd see the siae 
of the fish in the ponds. He caicfully lowered it into the 
water and after suOkiaii pause to allow the fish to enter the 
net, raised the pole witli a jerk to withdraw the fish but 
everything flew to hits- We eoultl not help laughing at hint, 
he looked JO taken abadt and discoiisolato, bm it was not 
long before be had the framework fixed up again and re¬ 
commenced liis operations. Several times iie heaved up the 
□el will) five or tut tiny fish three or four inches long lying on 
tile mciihcs. It was extremely hot standing in the afternoon 
sun and, keen lUhermari though [ am, die entertaimRCut 
began to pall and we derided to go liutnc. But our policeman 
would not come widi us. He asked us to go to the car and 
wait, so we slowly walked over and tlieii drove as close 3* w'c 
onuld to pick him up. Kvery {bw minutes we law a pole rise 
in the air and a net emerge from the water, but still the 
policeman did not come until, with a shout of joy, we saw 
him climbing up the steep hank ivliich snrroiiudrf eadt of 
the ponds, isith a large bucket in his hand, coming towanii 
the car at die double- Proudly hr dumped tlie bucket, half 
full of water, in the back of die car and there were five or dx 
little fish, not more than six inches long, which he an- 
noiinccd were lor our dinner. And very good they were, too, 
when ipcaally cooked for us by Han Chong Koo, 

riuHjgh it IbU hot in the bright lutulijne it was It) reality 
quite cool And the tempenLtuTe in our bedroom to the after¬ 
noon, die hottest pun of the day, was only 86'^ F, 
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One evening whilst we titrollcd m tile streets oTUbnl took- 
Uig at the sb£q» and watching the peop{i;> we heanl a female 
voice call out Jn English. 

“Welcome to our town/* 

We looked about to see where the words caoie froni and at 
last saw a fair girl riding a bicycle. When she saw tliat we 
had noticed her she jumped off and come up to speak to us, 
explaining tliat she was one of several . American missioiiaries 
stationed iti Ubol and asked us if we would core to come 
back to her house to meet her friends. We did so and again 
learnt a good deal about the life of die people and the diiS- 
cultics of missionaries in a BuddJibt coimtiV, lor Buddhism 
is such a good rc%ioQ itself that tliere can be little indtiocy 
Qicni R'fr the people to abandon It even for the best religion 
in die world. Twti of the people to whom we talked had 
worked most of their lives m China and bad not been long in 
Thailand. I gathered they were not making many converts. 

I cat mot help thinking that it is rather presumptuous of tlie 
CUristiun races to think that they should send nusstonarics to 
proselytize people in lands which have a good and gentle 
religioQ so similar to our oivn and 1 must say that 1 was both 
amused and pleased when Uter on I saw an cnonnoiu hoard¬ 
ing ivitb the painted sign “Headquarters of the Buddhist 
Mission to Europe". 1 wonder if Buddhism will gmn many 
converts in our couDtiy’ or witether die 'Utai missionaries 
will be equally unsucccWuL f understand an immense sum 
of tnoncy is being raised in llioiland to provide funds Ibr tlic 
building of a really hne Buddhist temple in London. 

Tliat night was a noisy one, perluip« as a contrast to die 
quiet missionario with wdiom we had spent a peaceful 
evening. In the very early hours of the mtiming there camr 
Qir heavy tramp of boots up the rickety uncarpelcd stalls 
and along the wxioden Ixnu^ of die hall. Doors stummed 
around us, a car d^iirtcd noisily. In die nc*i room, open to 
ours for the top thinl of (he partition, wc beard a very noisy 
conversation begin and all around us in the hall our fellow 
Suato started tiieir morning clearing of throats and noisy 
iioicking. Even the tbcards were more talkative dmn usual, 
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qnc ser squawkitt^ nithcr Ukc parrots and raullJtudes oTUtlte 
g|^ckos (tin about the walls and celliDg eaccloimlag tut'' 
disparagingly. As the sun rose a (ksi-raie d<^ fight involvittg 
most of the dogs in tot^-n, by tbe sound oTii, starts] under our 
window. A cock hailed the dawn, loudly clapping tia wings 
every few minutes and pemsiendy crowing at the lop of 
tu voice. A nearby iilacksmiih commenced work—appar¬ 
ently by beating sheets of comigateri iron. Daylight had 
arrived, so we arose to look forward to another day in 
Ubo!. 

When wc rogroifully left wt were seen off from the town 
in grand style bj' Nai Seni (^'.Sanoft*')^ the tennis champion; 
the Deputy Governor; the Cluef of Police, who wort the 
wrings dF an officer of the Airborne h'orecs, and had with us a 
police sub-ticutenant in the car and a L.androvcr witli three 
armed police to follow behind. We felt reasonably certain of 
getting to kot £t and back to htaha Sarakbam with tills 
gu^. 

Ttic country was wcll»wooded and rapidly turning green^ 
with fresh leaves sprouting and buds hlonoining almost as 
we looked, at them. Tlte country tva* poor anti sandy as we 
travelled away from Ubol. becoming mnrr sparsely wooded, 
and rice paddia made their appearance. In these grow 
sticky rice which needs a diffcrriti method of cooking to that 
grown in the rail of tlte country. Also it is said not to he so 
nutriuous, and sticky rice and lock of intelligence, according 
to the Thais, go togeihcr. 

Before Yasatorn the road became very bad and rocky. In 
tlir village police tried to stop us, as they wxre diverting a!) 
troBic, for a reason which f never diKrovxred, but our ac¬ 
companying police officer told us to drive straight on. We 
did to, over such an awfid road that I tldnk itiis was quite 
pcttdbly the rtaton for the diversiou. For a long dote wre 
travelled at to to t5 m.p.li. and it was witli rehef that we 
arrived at koi Et, after which we expected the roads to tie 
better. Unfortunately they were not, and until wc reached 
Maha Sarakham wc went over one of the worst patches in 
the whole of our journey. But once thcro wc were taken 
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again io the comfortable inesthouK by the dam wbere lunch 
Wat waiting for us and we were delighted to see auroott on 
the table. This iumohj, or pomdo, was a favourite fruii of 
onrs as it was so Tefretbing. When we Ikad been at Maha 
Sarakhao) on tbe outward journey we had asked for it but it 
was not available^ The caretaker or one of die oflirials had» 
liowcs-eTj remembered our liking for it and there it was when 
we came bacL 

Nai Dhavaj Podhisundara, the Deputy Sheriff', called to see 
us again In the evening and stayed to chat Ibr some time. 
Ai'tcr hU departure, though it ivas comparatively early, I 
went to bed whibi my wife indulged iu an Alt Baba which, 
in thU case, was adjoining but not ooiinrctcd with our bed* 
room. Wliilst she was there 1 heard the caretaker talking to 
someone, and took tittle notice of it thinking he was having a 
chat with the sentry, but when, a few minutes later, my wife 
came out of the bathroom and 1 heard her start chatting, 1 
decided 1 had better get up and see what it was about. 
There, on the veranda, were a strange Thai gentleman and 
my wife, in the lEunocai nylon niglugown with on almost 
equally tliin dreraing-gown, sitting comfortably in the cool 
of the evening discussing ma iters which were obviously of 
the liighest import Neiibcr was the least embairassed and 
so, clad only iu pyjamas, 1 joined them. After a time, as our 
gust had mu announced his identity, 1 asked who he was. 
Hr told me hr was the Public Frosecutor and tltat Uie Gov¬ 
ernor had told him he had better come and see tis as we 
were good people to argue withi So he stayed and argued 
until I was restrainlttg my yawns find thinking of our dawn 
start the following day. Wliai we talked about I have no 
idea, but none of us were at a loss lor words and 1 think we 
enjoyed the Public Prosecutor’s visit as much as I hope he 
enjoyed coitver^ng with us. 

Again i Sec a note in my diary, or rather a note made by 
my wife, to the effect that a spaniel must have strayed among 
the dogs at Maha Sarakham some time or other, for here 
again we saw a difTcrent type ofhound to the others which I 
have noted, the nice brown dogs of most of die country, and 
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the black onfa of Sukhothai and F^lsanutok. The spantel-likr 
cremwea of tfcis pan of the castcni provinces arc peculiaf to 
the regiOD. li cakes all kmda to make a worldi even 
dogs* 
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ImsI Days 

Wfc had yet atmthcr puncture a few (niJes after ^ve had left 
Maha Sarakhant and after chan^nj; the wheel stopped at 
Ban Fhai to have the tube repair^, llie work was done for 
us at die usual fnitnidve looking but c{iutc efficient place and 
a small crowd of about adults, plus a lot of children 
assembled at once to wateb tbe operation and to gaze at R.. 
and me, R. sa)ii it w'jw my costume which intrigued tiiem as 
1 was wearing a green absorbent cotton shirty kliaM shorn 
and white stockings. She further insult me by saving that 
they were intrigued by my figure, which may not he suited 
to shorts, but anyhow by this time iny watst-linc was con* 
sidcrably diminished. 

Normatly men in Thailand do not wear shorts for It is the 
costume of the scLoolbovn I wore trousers during the first 
part of the journey but in the sticky heat liicy clung round 
my knees, particularly in the car and when fltmiiing the 
interminafote steps of tjempirs or sciambUng up mountidn- 
sides, so 1 abandoned them fiir shorts, wltich werr much 
cooier and more comfiirtablc; although I always changed 
into trouiters immediately we stopped for the day. 

By the time the pimeture was mended the cruwd hod more 
than daultled, grinning cheerfully, obviously making hdpTnt 
(or rude?) suggestions to the man who was tnending our 
puncture, smiling at us and peering into ihc car to see what 
we liad inside. I am gbid wc were able to provide them with 
a few minutes amiuemetu during the do)'. 

These assembbes of people were always interesting for wc 
saw so many difierent typis of face and so many dil&rcnt 
costumes and odds and ends whidi were being carried from 
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place U) place. At one point » naked small boy of about six 
yi-ors old appeared u hobby-borsc^tat tint middle 

rib of a coconut palm leaf wiib :i stouter piece of wood fixed 
at dgbt angles at the end to repirsent ttie liotac's head. He 
was very proud of lus toy but when 1 took his plioiograph 
became most alaTmcd and rrhtpsed into tears. He departed 
weeping copiously ajnidst lilt laughter of the onlookoa and 
even reused to be comforted Eiy the sTtmll gift of a bhat, 
which he clasped lightly in his hand as he rode away. 

Soon afterwards we were met by Police Sub-Lieutenant 
Araya who had looked after us on oiir first visit to Korai and 
I WHS able to assure him that his prayers to Buddha had done 
their share in bringing us back safely. 

tmmcdbtcly we arrived at Korat the police took cliorgc of 
our car and drove it off to wash and grease it for us os die 
steering Jiad bemme very sdfT. We lod the same room in the 
hotel and the same lot of boys to look after us, for in dime 
Thai hotels the ebambermaids arc sm.!!! boys who appear to 
be ten or twelve years old but who arc probably young men. 
There arc lots of thtun and they pad about quietly in their 
bare feel, ready to attend to every want. They seem to be on 
duty fin' twenty-four houns a day and as very few of the bed¬ 
room doors have locks or proper fastenings (some indeed ore 
only curtains in the door frome) they wander in and out of 
the rooms os they feel inclined, bringing tea at intervals or 
just coming in to sec if they are wanted. Normally, too, boys 
waited on us at meals but at Korat, where the hotel had a 
very big :uid up-to-date restaurant, there were girl wait¬ 
resses, pleasant smiling creaiures who did tlicirjob eftidentiy. 
Tliere were certainly no delays at any of these places as die re 
would be at the ma|ority of restaurants or hotel dining¬ 
rooms in England. Service with speed and clteei'iulncss 
seems to be one of the mottoes of'riiailand. 

I believe 1 have said that wre did not See a single private 
car east of Karat, but I have not menitonetl n practice which 
the police told us to adopt earlier in our journey. On ap¬ 
proaching one of die narrow wooden bridges it is custom¬ 
ary, if another vehicle it approaching from die opposite 
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diTvclion, for the driver of die vehicle nearer the hriilge lo 
twitch on tm headlights to signify fhat he b coming over. 
The driver of the other car ttwm goes slowly or, if ticccssaryj 
stops to allow the 6m one to pass. But thit headlight iJgna! 
has other uses as well, for oflidiil cars will switch on their 
hcadlighcs if there is too much dust from an oiicoTning (orry 
or if the road is too narrow or the surface is very bad« At this 
signal tile other car will promptly stop and pull in to the 
side ciT the road giving right of w^ay and some freedom from 
dust to the lifier of the fieadiight signaL 1 could not disc^iver 
exactly which ofEciab arc albwf^d to do this but we were 
told ID use our headlLgUts in cius way on several occasions, 
by different authoriiies^ and found that ii invariably worked 
and the signal was obeytd promptlyp 

Back at Korat we had to ait intents itiid purposes ended 
our jouTTU':^^ for the road^ over which WT had u* return to 
Bangkok, was one w^hich we had prc^ioualy used when 
going nortlL and east. 

We had a lung distance to travel to Bangkok, the longest 
day's run of our journcyj In addition^ part of this was over 
some of die worst roads we had encountered and we were 
scaring the point of rjdiauslionv Fortiinatcly we knew wliat 
\viSA ahead and remembered that mir kst loo miles or so 
from Lopliuri to Bangkok would be over a good tarred sor* 
face. 

We left Korat just before d^w'n and aflci* seven mild of 
tarred road and a fair surface Cw anoditr fi% mBes, ran on 
to a bad patdt. Then the road became billy and winding 
and rati through dense jungle. Thk appears to be a wild 
|uirt of the country for die roudmen and odiers moving about 
carried gum or revolven. R., w^ho hm a sense of colour, kept 
exclaiming at the rich ^tIci of the waist scarves and some¬ 
times die headdresses worn by the men, the colour con* 
frosting wtU with die blue clothing which was generally their 
attire* 

When we reached the long and sandy road diversion where 
we had a ptmciure on our outward journey, we found the 
surface V'astly improved for there liad been rain die day 
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before and the sur&ce vaa hard and gave a grip lo the tyra. 
Flffweni, loc, had apning up beside the road since our bst 
passitig, fbr m ihi* cUmaic ilte eomjng' oTrain inuufbrim the 
cuuntTysidr abnosl ta a night- Massirs of yellow flowers on 
stems alKiut a foot fiigh with five yellow peuds ovcrlapjHiig 
each other, with bright ycDow stamens having maroon- 
eo loured tips and a plum-coloureil pbttl, made miles of the 
countryside beatitiruJ. Flowers lilte evening priuiroses were 
also quite common and beJorc wc reached Kokc Samrotig 
we saw many phunatkins of kapok trees. Then we went over 
a particularly bad patch of road which J remembered. 
Looking at my notes written in iJtc car on iliis stretch, I find 
they are bareJy readable. Just before Ijopburi we met the 
fini private car, outside a town, which we had *crn in over a 
thousand milm* travelling and shortly afrerw-ards ran on to 
the good tarred road which took us all the way to Bangkok. 

11 was comparatively cool, the temperature tx:ing only 
F. in the car. 

We arranged to stay at the Oriental Hotel when we 
readied tlic capital, but ihe tangle of streets completely 
defeated ui ami we liad no idea wHch road to take. We had 
lost ourselves hopelessly in the middle of Bangkok, having 
said good-ibye to our last esemt in Isipburt. Finally I went 
into a quick Umrh bur nearby and found a tnan who spoke 
FngtisJi. I asked litm the way to the Oriental Hotel, which be 
explained but as die road was ob\'iotuty eomplicaied though 
not very long, I o^red turn ten bhuu to come in the car 
with us and show us the way. hcritated for a seooDd, for 
he wos dtlirr the owner or one of the attendants of the place. 
Then he asked one of the customers to tale« his place behind 
die bar for a few minutes and jumped in the car with us. We 
were 90UD at our hotel and I thanked him producing the 
promised ten bhats. He fbtly refused to take the money and 
said he was only too glad to be able to help English people. 
1 then asked Mth to at least allow me to pay for a taxi hack 
to Itis bar but even that Uc would not have, saying he could 
easily go by bus, and even refused his bus fare. The ITiais 
can tc^i us many Itssons in courtesy to foreigneOL 
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. B^gkcik was in a aiatc of uplicaval^ The SEATO Con- 
fizfejice was due lo take place In a few days and fomgu deles 
gallons ritim many couutria were swamping die limited 
accornmodadoti tliat ih? Jintcb oftltc lown had to ofTet* In 
conscquciurc the Orxrniat Hotel lold mt dial we could only 
stay for a few days though 1 pointed out io them that we 
bad booLrd for a comiderably longer pexiod. The manager^ 
mSy a tiny attractivr Thai lady, Antam Kalantauandai told 
me that the Go^crmneiii had taken two*thirds of their 
accDtnmpdaticnj but on my being Ycrf insistent she asked 
me to see the managing dirctiofi Madame KnilJ (utu iraiV 
Jemtni /amtdahlt.^) who had done gallant work iii West 
Africa during die war* Madame Kxull and 1 had our inter* 
view the folio wing davn It started somewhat stormlly but an 
armistice was declared when wt found that we had both 
served in West AlHca and peace soon foUowcdi 2 s mmt 
years previously she also liad mutored to Chinrig Mai. 
were allowed to keq: our itKifru and 1 look fomard to secu^ 
Madame Krult and Aiiknmi again. 

The first evening wt; Vi'crc aroii^ied in our bethoomj where 
we had ETtired almost immediately after arriving, by the 
roaring as of a tremendous conllugration and shortly after¬ 
wards dense cloucU of smoke swirled over the bakony into 
our room. I jumped up thinlung that the place on fire 
but on looking outside I saw a most peculiar contrapdoii 
being driven slowly along the lane at the back of the hotel, a 
bosc-pipc coming linm its interior and a man at the end of 
the hose-pipe directing the nosucic into tile bushet and 
drains that ran bcfidt ihe UoieL From tlic na^dc came the 
roaring sound and the dense cinuds of inseeddde which was 
being used all over the city to kill oCT the mosquitos, prior 
lo the arrival of die SEATO delegates. This became a 
nightly pertbrmniicc, the surroundings of the hutch 
grass of the lawn running down in the ri\'er and every place 
where mo^uitDcs might be tsipccted, received its nightly 
do$t of gas and we had our evening"* amusement in watching 
the reaciiom of new arrivals, who behaved exaedy as we did 
the first time wc had heard tt« In some cases there were 
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shrieks of gcnuuic frigJii rmm women who had accomitatiicd 
dicir husbands to the coorerencT' I luivc my douto M to the 
efficiency of that gittiit flit guxis and wonder whcthir they 
killed ofT the mostiuUoob or simply drove them into die 
hotd, for certainly our room seemed to have raore insecta in 
it after the nightly visltattott than it had when we vrew left 
in peace. However the maitagcmcnt provided us with a nor¬ 
mal (lit gun and the wiiidows and doors were ctn'cTcd with 
wire gattze but cver^' evening bcfiirc going to bed I carried 
out a nightly slaughter of our numerous invaders who came 
in eaaiiyt despite the gauite,, through the cracks of the ill- 
fitling doors. 

We had delayed visits to Ayuthya, the ancient capital of 
Titaitand for so many year* and^ Bang-Pa-In, Uie su Rimer 
residence of the kings of Thailand, until we returned to 
Bangkok, as both of them arc only about fifty miles oorUi of 
the capital. 

Our visiw to tlicac place* had to be postponed and return 
visits to the Royal Palace and other lovely spots whidi we 
had faeeti promising ourselves tvt would kc ottce mom 
cniiccUcri, bccRUSc immediately we got back to Biingkok R. 
went down with an attack of dengue fever. M she was com¬ 
pletely tired out site had a rather bad time tor a few days, 
but die local doctor soon had her on her feet again. 

Capiam Bisdar, who had watched over our progress nnd 
willi whom 1 had kept in touch during our tour, came with 
us to Ayuthy-a to act as our guide. Whilit serving in the army 
with the Bugmeers he luid been stadoacd thcro for a con- 
lidcrabk time and knew the place well. 

We set out for Bong-Pa*Li travelling on die good Lophuri 
road, but when wa branched off to moke the last ten miles or 
so 10 the old summer palace, Bbdar was nstouished to find 
the surface not an good and was still mote astoiushcd when 
is teply to his ^uerdoti.'i we said the majority of the nLids in 
Thailand were far worse th.in this one. 

Messages had been sent to the people in chsu^ at Bang- 
Pa-Iii from the Court Chambcrliuii** office warning than of 
our arrival, but the gates were locked and Bisdar had to 
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s»rch for an official to )ct us in^ aflcr cxpliimng that he had 
the authority of the Chamberlain w take m over the place. 
After twenty*fiiiir hours the telcgrani had tkot arrived oisd 
there was no tcleplionr. 

Frankly I was rather dkappointed with Eang^Pa-ln^ pOiH 
sibly because of the lack of any atihiiatio]i about the phire^ 
Even the buildings thcrmeJves seemed lo possess no life and 
to me mosi buUdtugs do have a very real estpression about 
diem. Everywhere were Ltotigs and pondSi the river Chao 
Phraya rumuiig beside the grounds. In leseral pberadumps 
of botigoinvillea added a Uttte gaiety to the seme itnd here 
and tlieie plcosanE hridges crossed the klongs^ Wc saw three 
main buildings^ onci the principal residence of the time when 
the royal famiUes of Thailand used it, built in a rather un^i^ 
prcposcssing tVeuch style* Further away vvas a tnuch more 
inter(:stiiig Cliinese house given by llic poputadon of Chinci^c 
descent as a present to the king. Tliis is an amazing erectioa 
with an ornate iiled roof ornamented with dragons in every 
possible posidom Imide the detail work was beatidfiiL 
Piaxed wood Kcrrcns stood before the wiudowSj lovely poiw* 
bin china tilei covered the floot^ and the decorations, lacquer 
wuf Ic and mosak were omaie in the extreme* The whole was 
furnished with daboniie Chinese fu mi tore, A pericctly 
lovTly place to look m but, I imagine^ not so convenient to 
live in. 

Tlic gem of Buiig-Pa-tu h a liidc pavilion built in the 
middle of a small lake^ In it is a statue of King Chulalong- 
korn. Access Is only by boat, hut this is a perfect jewel of 
omainecLtaJ oriental architetture, every detail of which is 
reflected in die mSrror'likc surface of tlie lake. Masses of 
lotuses covered most of ihc other ponds, but unfortunately 
they were not in bloom. 

On thinking back I mtmot understand why Bang-Pa-In 
did oot tmprese me more, because dicrc was much that was 
beautiful ond some that was lovely in the place. Perhapi it 
was the spirits of die qmxn and her children wiio wrte 
drowned in the river a few miles away because no one dared 
to save ihctop iliat oppms4!d me. In thixte dmes the pmulty 
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Ibr touching a member of the fiimlly was dc^th at once 

BO the coiirtif^rs ncod by and wttchcil the queen and royal 
cliddi-cn struggle in the water wncil they doappearedn Tlicrc 
is a tiute monumeni to this uagedy in the grounds. 

All the places are compararively modmi; there is nothing 
andent about Bang-Pa*ln. It is no longer used as a summer 
residence by the royal family and in fact, 1 bcHcvc, ut very 
rarely mited by membciB of the dynasty apart fkmi Prince 
Cltiila himsdf, who when he h m Thailand sometime* 
picnics in die grounds. A mehuuzholy place which 1 com-^ 
pictely lailftd to uudentatid. 

We left Bang-Pa-Ia and retraced our itcps to the main 
road, only to turn off a few miles Amtter on to Ayuthya, 
This by-^road was being made up when we went over it anil 
should be quite good, 

Ayoithya ii to me in some ways rather a puzzle. It 
founded in 135c and a century [ater became the capital of 
the kingdom which was moved fmiti Pitsomiloki For over 
400 years it was a groat dly» its populadou gtowiug to ulmufit 
a mUIion people. Ambassadors fiom the Idngs of Englandp 
France and the Netherlands came here to present tlietr 
credentials Orom their sovereigns to tlic king of ThAjland^ 
Tlicn it was attacked by the Burmese in one of the many 
wars between the two countries- It was captured and sacked 
and the whole city, said to cover ncariy forty square cniles, 
was laid waste, Tlie population declined from a miUion to 
leti thousand people and the capital was moved 10 Hionburi. 
No ctfort bos ever been made to natort: or rohuitd the place 
and today one wanders nbemt among ptli^ of brick and 
stone, icdng rums cmywhert, same pardalty cleared of the 
vegetation which has over^rowu them, otliers peeping out 
finom the dense bush which covci^ the site. 

1 cannot understand the calm acceptance of the sack of 
Ayuthya with no attempt wliatsocvcr to restore it to its 
former greatness. After 417 year* one would have thought it 
had become firmly fixed as die captul of a growing country* 
But no, it WOE captured by the eneniy, it was laid wastCt and 
aficr that it was allowed to disintegrate info the mini which 
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are all om xo*dxy,* Apart from i« histtirirfll the 

trcmt'iidQiia: area of the aite and o^e or two mi nor things like 
the enormous image of BuddJia slit} sitting in its ruined 
temple, there is little reason for visiting A>'Uthya. There is 
no beauty Icft^ only a sen^ of saduess and desoJadon; a fee!- 
lELg of grief for sotnclhing which was at one dme great. 

Bisdar took us to see his old barracki and was thocked at 
the dipuigrs lie (bund. Hr mrndonrd laughingly that when 
he W3S stationed there moflt of the uanspoft from Bangkok 
\v^ by river as die npads were almost rtonHejdstejit am! travel 
bji- rJephani or byllock^^n took a long time. Yet Bisdar is a 
comparatively young maUi and many dtanges in trampon 
and way of life have taken place during a small part of liis 
lifetime. 

We went to the modern town, a mUe or so away from the 
ruined dty^ and had the usual good and mixed meal that 
we had learnt lo enjoy in these places. The man who waited 
on us spoke far better Englisii dian usual and when 1 ques¬ 
tioned hiin I learnt dial he had been in the Chinese Air Force 
during Utc lost war as a mdioH>pa:ator madilnc-^imtr mid 
had been irainrd in liic UpS^A.^ where he ftad leamt liis 
tngluJjp 

Our time in Tliailand had cotnc to an end. We took otir 
car dfn<i'ti to the shipping company to he sent back to 
England, for we intended to fly bomcn It was running as 
perfectly as ever despite the rough way in which it had been 
trcairtL Apart from the odd bits that bad dropped off on the 
bumpy roads nothing of any serious nature wjjs wrong with 
it as far us I could See. We had many punctures but apart 
fh>m this the only repair w'hicb w^as cairied out was the re¬ 
packing oF tlie back axle from which oil was leaking. 1 dare- 
Bay the shock absorbers have iiad their day and there may be 
one or two things which will be revealed when die car is 
0V'erh4iuled| but as 1 write thb I am still wmting ftsr it to 
Tetum to England. A* I said, w'c flew baek> 

llie last day was spent in revidung the ^farhlc Temple 
which we had admired so much. We had no time for our 
* 1 mm m!ii h vw nert mlQfed feir imicsk FcaHna. 
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promised meandering ngmn in the Royal R*Sr 

dengue prevented tFiau And tlir Iasi thing of all tvhich did 
!o take n kiuttcli and go slowly dov^ai the river almost to 
the sea and back to our hotrl| watching the (iver Ufe^ waving 
to die merry I naked duldren bathing in the muddy water or 
sitting qu tlic 5tcps of the ntmdiackle houses which Ibc the 
banks, and admiring the sight of the rpo& and pagodas of 
the Wat Anin and the Royal Palace as we saw djem ham tfac 
riven This was really our good-bye to BangkoL 

Next day we moEored tweniy^six miles to Dom Muang, 
the air|K)rt from which B.OkA^C, wete to take us back to 
Englfmd. We waved rarcwcll to the city as wc Hew over it 
am! then by dt'grtes made our way to Singaporci C 3 cyloo and 
India, to the Persian Gttlf^ to the Lebanon, to Italy and 
finally home. li is amazing when one realizes the ramiflea- 
rions and the world wide spread of Qritiih Ovcneai Airways 
and despite the critkkms wliicb arc some times levied against 
the cxirpomdoa^ the speed, oomfbri and punctuality of the 
service are rcmarkablc- 

Wc landed at Ijondon Airpott in the dark and slianly 
afterwards were bock in otir club in London^ 

And so back to ComwidJ with winter srilJ lyirig over the 
countryside, though it sliould have been sjning, with few 
flowers showing and fewer green leaves on the trees than we 
had seen in Thailand* As wc huddled beside a Imge wood 
fire we thought oi' the ^im and w^armth of Bangkok. Even die 
temperature of loa* t\ which we bad !efi beliind us in the 
Thai capital seemed good compared with the cold greyncss 
of die English eountryride. VVe mifised the colour and anima* 
tion amd chccrfulncas of everybody and evei^tliing. We even 
missed the noise, the samlohs and Ibr complicated traOic, 
Perhaps one day wc may return and revidt some of tliC places 
which inicrcsicd Ui so much and meet again many of die 
friends we made in Umt far eastern country. 

But if it wiU still be pebble to rtvidi Thadand, or whether 
Thailiuut wiB tiavc dkappeared behind an iron or bamboo 
cuTtaiQi lime aloitc will show. 
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Two Conversations 


I 

Hem agm 

I viilicil the local butcliCT to order the vretketwi joint. 

"It*8 80 nice to see you bacitji Major, I hope yon enjoyed 
yoursHd We’ve been bo atuch looking forward to your 
return. Your copici of Tht Timet are the only decent paper* 
we have to wap the meat up in." 


11 

To pwy uift ,, 

"Ye, my dean you an looking tvell, 1 am surprisirf but it i 
very nice to see ytm again." Pause, "-Doni*t you think you're 
Ioo old to go on journeys like this?" 
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